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Bulletin May 2016 

  

 

Welcome to the May Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin where you will find the latest news and 

information from the above- and belowground world.  We are continuing to develop our 

blog/journal club, and preparing for lots of exciting events. Inside are details of upcoming 

meetings, events, job postings, studentships, and other announcements.  If you’d like to be more 

involved with any of the group’s projects or have some comments for the committee, please get 

in touch! 

  

Relena Ribbons  

PSE Student Representative 
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News 
 

PSE Meeting Recap 
The Plants-Soils-Ecosystems annual meeting 
in London was attended by a great mix of 
scientists. After lunch we started off with 
short-format talks ranging from large to small-
scale research topics. The speakers covered a 
large array of topics, from targeted 
experiments on fungi, to global meta-
analyses. The format really lent itself well to 
covering a lot of ground and required 
speakers to get their key messages across in a 
short time, which everyone did quite nicely.  
 
The talks were followed by a careers session, 
where we heard from Roxane Andersen 
(Research Fellow at the University of the 
Highlands and Islands), Georgina Key 
(Research and Knowledge Transfer Manager 
on the Agriculture & Horticulture 
Development Board), and Amy Zanne 
(Professor at George Washington University), 
who each shared their journeys in life and 
science. We followed their talks with a panel 
discussion where each speaker also shared 
their top tips for success with the audience. A 
common theme was to pursue your passion, 
enjoy the journey, and make the decisions 
that are the best for you and your interests 
(comparing with others generally doesn’t lead 
to happiness).  This was followed by the 
poster session, pub time, and dinner where 
much merriment ensued: 
 
 

 
 
The second day of the meeting started off 
with Mike Whitfield extolling the wisdom of 
using R for better data wrangling, including 
dplyr, piping data, and version control. An 
energetic talk, despite the early hour, meant 
that a few in the group even pulled out R to 
code before the morning coffee break. 
 
After coffee we returned with our policy 
session. We heard from Jonny Wentworth, an 
Environment adviser from the Parliamentary 
Office of Science and Technology (POST), who 
explained what role we scientists can play in 
policy decisions. We also heard from Ben 
Connor, a policy adviser within the BES, 
explaining the new special interest group 
policy representative’s scheme, and Jessica 
Bays, a public engagement officer at the BES.   
 
We wrapped up the meeting with several 
small group discussions of some of the big 
challenges our field is facing, or areas that 
research should be focusing on. Some of the 
key take home messages were that we should 
aim to standardise methods to make studies 
comparable, and to keep detailed meta-data 
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on our research projects. Another key point 
that was raised was an interest in working 
collaboratively with policy-makers and 
translating science for a more general 
audience. There were several calls for 
increasing networks of research projects, 
following the model of the NutNet, for 
example. Lastly, it was brought up that a 
winter ecology symposium would be 
beneficial for PSE and the BES as a whole. 
Watch this space! 
 
We thank everyone who attended the 
meeting for making it a successful event. See 
you at the next BES or PSE meeting! 
 
-Relena Ribbons @RelenaRibbons 
 

Microbial Ecology SIG 
The BES has just launched a new Microbial 

Ecology SIG that is open to researchers 

looking at any aspect of microbial ecology, 

from inside a test tube to the ecosystem level! 

A particular aim of this group is to unite 

seemingly disparate researchers working in 

laboratory-based systems, botanical or soil 

systems, and animal systems, across both 

aquatic and terrestrial biomes, under the 

common theme of microbes (who let’s face it, 

are running the show!). If you’d like to join the 

SIG, please email Rachael Antwis 

on microbial@britishecologicalsociety.org 

As part of the launch we are running a 

“Microbial Ecology: From individuals to 

Ecosystems” meeting at Media City UK, 

Salford, on the 22nd and 23rd of June (there’s 

still time to register your postal vote for the 

EU referendum!). The first day will consist of 

talks and informal networking, and during the 

second day participants will contribute to a 

Horizon Scanning Workshop to identify the 

next big questions in microbial ecology. This is 

based on a number of similar workshops run 

by Bill Sutherland, and will culminate in a 

peer-reviewed publication with all 

participants listed as co-authors. For more 

information, and to register/submit an 

abstract, please visit here. 

 

Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas  

A great new resource is freely available for 

download: the highly anticipated global soil 

biodiversity atlas! Check out some of the 

press coverage here, and see if there is an 

event near you celebrating the launch of this 

tome by swinging by the global soil 

biodiveristy webpage here. There is an event 

planned at the University of Manchester in 

July at the EuroScience Open Forum. Spread 

the word about the new atlas, integrate it into 

your teaching or send it to a friend who keeps 

asking you why you are studying soil. 

 

 

 

 

#PSEjclub – Contributions welcome! 

The Plants, Soils, Ecosystems journal club has 

attracted over 7,500 hits from across the 

globe since it began February 2014. If you 

want to join the discussion, you can comment 

directly on the posts or get in touch on 

Twitter using hashtag #psejclub.   

 

We are always welcome to suggestions for 

papers to discuss in future posts. If you’d like 

to see more frequent posts, why not write a 

guest post for us on paper you find 

mailto:microbial@britishecologicalsociety.org
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/getting-involved/special-interest-groups/microbial-ecology/
http://phenomena.nationalgeographic.com/2016/05/25/mapping-the-creatures-living-beneath-our-feet/
https://globalsoilbiodiversity.org/?q=node/271
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
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interesting? It’s great practice on critically 

reviewing a piece of literature and writing 

about research, and a terrific way to raise 

your profile. 

Meeting and Event Announcements 

Environmental Field Techniques 
Workshop, Lisbon                       
(12th-16th September) 

PEPG workshop "Environmental Field 
Techniques for Scaling Molecular Physiology 
to Leaf and Crop Canopy," to be held in 
Lisbon, Portugal 12-16th September 2016. 

The workshop will provide a unique 
opportunity for MSc, PhD students and early 
career researchers to gain training in plant 
ecophysiology techniques, including:  

1. Leaf-level processes including 
photosynthetic gas exchange, chlorophyll 
fluorescence, water status and hydraulic 
conductance. 

2. Canopy processes including stable isotopes, 
monitoring canopy development/Leaf Area 
Index, IR thermography and soil 
water/nutrient status 

3. Theory and practice of long 
term monitoring under field conditions, includ
ing: micrometeorology, eddy covariance, 
and remote sensing methodologies 

This comprehensive five day workshop provide
s an unrivalled opportunity for 
manufacturers to introduce their latest equip
ment and provide hands-on training. 
The successful format includes daily lectures in
troducing theory of techniques, 
demonstration of the equipment, followed by 
hands on sessions for participants    to collect 
data. Evening sessions allow group 
discussions of techniques and 
data analysis, modelling, and a formal 
research poster session. 

The workshop (limited places) will run for five 
days at the Quinta da São Pedro, Lisbon in 
September 2016.  For information on 

registration, costs, travel, accommodation, 
and programme, visit here  as soon as 
possible! 

For further information contact:                    
Dr. Steven Driever (steven.driever@wur.nl) or 
Dr. Richard Webster (rcw@aber.ac.uk) 

Ecosummit 2016:Ecological 
Sustainability: Engineering Change 
(August 29-September 1, 2016) 

The 5th International EcoSummit 

Congress, will take place at The Corum 

Convention Centre, Montpellier. This 

conference series was founded in 1996 in 

Copenhagen, as a forum to meet the demands 

of scientists working in several new ecological 

disciplines, and who required a better 

understanding of the concepts and methods 

for a holistic use of ecology in environmental 

management. Since 1996, EcoSummit has 

been taken around the world (Canada and 

China), with EcoSummit 2012 hosting 1600 

participants from 75 countries in Columbus, 

Ohio, USA. 

EcoSummit 2016 will centre on the ecology of 

terrestrial ecosystems and all habitats that are 

integrated within those ecosystems, including 

river networks, wetlands and coastlines. Focus 

will be placed on fragile ecosystems that are 

more likely to suffer the consequences of 

climate change and anthropogenic pressure. 

However, in the current context of an 

increasing world population, changes in social 

habit (increasing world consumerism) and 

climate change, it is evident that agriculture is 

being intensified but with a growing 

awareness of the need to preserve and use 

sustainably world resources. Therefore, we 

http://www.quintasaopedro.pt/
http://www.essex.ac.uk/bs/conferences/pepg_workshop.aspx
http://www.essex.ac.uk/bs/conferences/pepg_workshop.aspx
mailto:steven.driever@wur.nl
mailto:rcw@aber.ac.uk
http://www.ecosummit2016.org/ecosummit-2012.asp
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will also address how terrestrial restoration 

can be carried out when the massive demand 

for food results in fragile ecosystems, forests 

and marginal lands being turned over to 

agriculture.  

If you plan to attend EcoSummit, don’t miss the 

session that Pierre Mariotte and Paul Kardol are 

organising on behalf of PSE, entitled ‘Plant-soil 

feedback: bridging natural and agricultural 

sciences’. Speakers include Marcel van der 

Heijden, Gerlinde De Deyn, Aurore Kaisermann, 

and many more! See 

http://www.ecosummit2016.org/sessions-

belowground-ecology.asp#belo0101 for more 

information. 

EcoSummit Symposium: Plant-Soil 
Feedbacks: Bridging Nature and 
Agricultural Sciences 

Plant species vary greatly in their influence on 

soil biota, which in turn can positively or 

negatively feed back to plant performance. 

Plant–soil feedback has become an important 

concept in explaining vegetation dynamics, 

species invasions and in understanding how 

natural ecosystems respond to global changes 

in land use and climate. In agricultural 

systems, plant–soil feedbacks may lead to 

nutrient depletion and the buildup of soil 

pathogens, often resulting in major declines in 

crop productivity. Surprisingly, research in 

natural and agricultural systems has 

developed largely independent of one 

another. This lack of integration persists 

despite the potential for natural systems 

knowledge to facilitate the development of 

sustainable agricultural practices in a 

constantly changing world. This session will 

include some of the leading researchers of the 

field to provide an overview of the current 

state of knowledge on plant-soil feedbacks, 

bridging natural and agricultural sciences, and 

discussing avenues for research toward an 

ecologically sustainable future. 

Organisers: Pierre Mariotte and Paul Kardol 

British Society of Soil Science Annual 

Meeting:  Soil, Security and Society   

(September 7-8, 2016) 

This year the Society teams up with the Soil 

Security Programme (SSP) to create an 

inspiring meeting for researchers and 

practitioners to discuss advances in Soil 

science, and how we Secure soils for Society. 

The meeting will be held at the University of 

Reading. 

Catching the momentum of last year’s 

International Year of Soils, the start of the 

International Decade of Soil (2015-2024), and 

the establishment of the Soil Security 

Programme you are invited to join us at this 

conference, join in the discussions and 

present your research. 

We will have formal presentations, 

workshops, posters, Society AGM, a drinks 

reception and conference dinner. The 

conference will commence at 11.30am on 

September 7th, and runs through until lunch 

time on September 8th.  

We are delighted to announce two keynote 

speakers for the 7th September; Professor 

Dani Or  (The ETH Zurich) and Professor 

Steven A Banwart (University of Leeds). We 

are also very pleased to announce 

that Professor Victor Chude, President of the 

Soil Society of Nigeria will be the keynote 

speaker on Thursday 8th September. 

The conference organisers are now looking for 

abstracts for oral or poster presentations as 

part of this year’s event.  

As September is not too far away the closing 

date for abstract submission is Monday 4th 

July 2016. If you would like to contribute to 

this year’s programme then you can find the 

abstract submission document here  

https://outlook.manchester.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=jPny2MVwuBCPmHIVP1O91Iov_eUz6wOtRZqzQ2y-S2ZC1EJAg4nTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGMAbwBzAHUAbQBtAGkAdAAyADAAMQA2AC4AbwByAGcALwBzAGUAcwBzAGkAbwBuAHMALQBiAGUAbABvAHcAZwByAG8AdQBuAGQALQBlAGMAbwBsAG8AZwB5AC4AYQBzAHAAIwBiAGUAbABvADAAMQAwADEA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ecosummit2016.org%2fsessions-belowground-ecology.asp%23belo0101
https://outlook.manchester.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=jPny2MVwuBCPmHIVP1O91Iov_eUz6wOtRZqzQ2y-S2ZC1EJAg4nTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGMAbwBzAHUAbQBtAGkAdAAyADAAMQA2AC4AbwByAGcALwBzAGUAcwBzAGkAbwBuAHMALQBiAGUAbABvAHcAZwByAG8AdQBuAGQALQBlAGMAbwBsAG8AZwB5AC4AYQBzAHAAIwBiAGUAbABvADAAMQAwADEA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ecosummit2016.org%2fsessions-belowground-ecology.asp%23belo0101
https://www.soilsecurity.org/
https://www.soilsecurity.org/
http://www.step.ethz.ch/people/scientific-staff/prof-dani-or.html
http://www.step.ethz.ch/people/scientific-staff/prof-dani-or.html
https://www.ethz.ch/en/the-eth-zurich.html
https://www.leeds.ac.uk/
http://soilsnigeria.net/?page_id=43
http://soilsnigeria.net/?page_id=43
http://soils.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/BSSS%202016AM%20Abstract%20Submission.doc
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Job Opportunities 

Smithsonian Tropical Research 
Institute Post-doctoral fellowships on 
tropical forest microbiomes                 
(3 positions)  
 
The Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute 
(STRI), with generous support from the 
Simons Foundation, is pleased to announce a 
new research initiative to understand the 
roles played by microbiomes in tropical 
forests. This initiative is intended to expand 
dramatically our understanding of the 
identity, distribution, and function of tropical 
terrestrial microbiomes. As part of this 
initiative, we are accepting applications for 
three postdoctoral fellowships. The 
fellowships are for three years, and each 
includes a stipend, travel and research funds, 
and relocation expenses to Panamá.   
 
Candidates should propose their own 
research projects related to this initiative. The 
proposed research should incorporate 
genomic and meta-genomic approaches and 
complement one or more existing strengths at 
STRI, including forest ecology, evolutionary 
biology of mutualisms, soil biology and 
biochemistry, behavioural ecology and 
evolution, and plant physiology [see 
www.stri.si.edu]. The positions will be based 

at STRI, and proposed research should be 
based primarily at facilities in Panamá, 
although comparative studies involving other 
sites may be included if strongly justified.  
 
Applications should consist of a single PDF 
containing a cover letter, a research proposal, 
a complete curriculum vitae, and the names 
and contact information of three referees.  
 
The research proposal should not exceed five 
single-spaced pages plus references and 
include a research budget. Please also include 
up to three significant reprints as separate 
files. Applications should be addressed to 
Adriana Bilgray, Office of Academic Programs 
(BilgrayA@si.edu). For inquiries contact Dr. 
William Wcislo, Deputy Director for Research 
(WcisloW@si.edu). Review of applications will 
begin 15 August 2016 and continue until 
positions are filled. 

STRI is an equal opportunity employer and is 

committed to diversity in its workforce. 

Appointments are made regardless of 

nationality. 

 

 

  

Dates for the Diary 
 

 25-27 July 2016—38th New Phytologist Symposium: Colonization of the terrestrial environment, 

Bristol, UK 

 7-12 August 2016—Ecological Society of America Meeting, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA 

 29 August—1 Sept 2016—Ecosummit Symposium, Montpellier, FR 

 7-8 September 2016—British Society of Soil Science Meeting, Reading, UK 

 11-14 December 2016 – British Ecological Society Meeting, Liverpool, UK 

  



May 2016  7 
 

Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
 
You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Mike Whitfield, Lancaster University (Deputy Secretary) 
Franciska De Vries, The University of Manchester  
Relena Ribbons, Bangor University and University of Copenhagen, (Student Representative) 
Tom Crowther, Netherlands Institute for Ecological Research  
 
 
 

Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Relena Ribbons and they will be included 
in the next issue. 
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