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Bulletin June 2017 

  

 

Welcome to the June 2017 Plants-Soils-Ecosystems SIG bulletin where you will find the latest 

news and information from the above and below ground world. Inside are details of upcoming 

meetings, events, job postings, and other announcements. You’ll hear about the launch of our 

next event Ask PSE. We are continuing to develop our blog and journal club, and welcome guest 

contributions.  If you’d like to be more involved with any of the group’s projects or have some 

comments for the committee, please get in touch! 

  

Jessica Clayton and Rosanne Broyd  

PSE Student Representatives 
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News 
 

International Fascination of Plants 

Day 

The 18th May 2017 marked the 4th 

International Fascination of Plants Day – an 

initiative from the European Plant Science 

Organisation (ESPO). On this day institutions 

around the globe are encouraged to host an 

open event designed to get the public inspired 

and enthused by plants! Lancaster University 

hosted their event the day before on the 17th 

on the topic Food in the Face of Drought 

delivered by Dr Greg Rebetzke from CSIRO, 

Australia. In his hour long seminar Greg gave 

an insight into the latest methods used test 

productivity of wheat in water limited 

environments and how new plant breeding 

programmes could contribute to food security 

in some of the world’s poorest regions.  

   
 

 

PSE blog – Contributions welcome! 

We’d like you to share your thoughts on all 

things Plant, Soils and Ecosystems related and 

invite you to write a guest blog post. Blog 

posts can be a review of a journal article, a 

summary of an event you attended or a piece 

about your views on matters relating to or 

affecting our shared subjects. Please email us 

if you’d like to get involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Soil Week 2017, Berlin 

For Global Soil Week 2017, 300 attendees of 

which 22 partners including governments, 

intergovernmental and scientific 

organisations, and civil society networks from 

around the world met in Berlin on 22nd-24th 

May. The aim of the meeting was to catalyse 

the successful implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - 

through the perspective of land and soils. The 

agenda was to address the subset of SDGs 

that are under review by the High-Level 

Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable 

Development 2017 due to take place in July. 

In particular, the HLPF theme “Eradicating 

Poverty and promoting prosperity in a 

changing world” was addressed. Through a 

series of plenary talks the importance of 

healthy soils for healthy society and the 

urgent need to restore degraded soils in a 

changing climate was stressed highly and 

repeatedly throughout. In addition, three 

workshops were held with the themes 

“Sustaining and up-scaling achievements of 

sustainable land management (SLM) 

initiatives”, “Right to (defend) land”, and 

“Protecting land resources for shared 

prosperity”.  Finally, the main outcome of the 

meeting was the results of a successful 

experimental Thematic Review LAB, in which 

five policy messages to the HLPF addressing 

these issues were drafted. The policy 

messages to the HLPF can be found here and 

a full report of the conference can be found 

here. 

 

 

http://www.epsoweb.org/
http://www.epsoweb.org/
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
mailto:besplantsoileco@gmail.com
http://globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/IASS_PB_170517_3.pdf
http://globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/enbplus206num5e1.pdf
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Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

Q&A event: Ask PSE 

Our next event will be a crowdsourced Q&A. 

From now until 16 July we’ll be collecting 

questions under the following themes: 

• Where is the field going? What are the 

pressing matters at this time? 

• Advice for early career researchers. 

• How can we incorporate science into 

policy? What should be prioritised. 

 

Either post your questions on Twitter using 

the hashtag #askPSE or email us 

besplantsoileco@gmail.com with Ask PSE as 

the subject.  

 

We will shortlist questions and film interviews 

with Amy Zanne, Bjorn Robroek and Richard 

Bardgett confirmed so far. 

 

Recorded interviews will be launched in 

October (date TBC) accompanied by a live 

discussion on social media with contributions 

from interviewees. 
 

 
Follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco     

 

 

 

Eurasian Grassland Conference: Semi-

natural grasslands across borders 

4-11 July 2017, Riga, Latvia and Western 

Lithuania 

 

The 14th Eurasian Grassland Conference aims 
to bring together the latest research, 
conservation management and policy 
contributing to the sustainability of semi-
natural and natural grasslands. Emphasis will 
be placed on the cases where grassland 
ecosystems are shared between man-made 
and natural geographical borders.  

 

BIOGEOMON: 9th International 

Symposium on Ecosystem Behaviour  

20-24 August, Litomyšl, Czech Republic 

 

The BIOGEOMON 2017  symposium will focus 

on biogeochemistry in an era of global 

change. Long-term trends in ecosystem 

functioning and stoichiometry of 

biogeochemical processes in upland and 

wetland soils will be emphasized, along with 

catchment monitoring/modelling, and 

translocations of nutrients, macronutrients 

and trace metals in forest ecosystems, 

grasslands and extreme environments. 

 

INTECOL 2017: 12th International 

Congress of Ecology 

20-25 August 2017, Beijing, China 

 

The 12th International Congress of Ecology 

(INTECOL 2017) will be held in Beijing this year 

and hosted by the Ecological Society of China.  

The theme of the congress is Ecology and 

Civilisation in a Changing World and will 

include discussions on sustainable 

development, environmental change and 

biodiversity conservation. 

BES is offering travel grants for students to 

attend INTECOL. 

 

Wageningen Soil Conference 

27-31 August 2017, Wageningen, 

Netherlands 

 

Wageningen University & Research invites you 

to the third Wageningen Soil Conference to 

discuss novel insights in soil science, soil-

based solutions to help achieve the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals, increase soil 

organic carbon, and soil-based solutions for 

policy makers. 

mailto:besplantsoileco@gmail.com?subject=Ask%20PSE
https://twitter.com/besplantsoileco?lang=en
https://egc2017.namupro.de/
http://www.biogeomon.cz/
http://www.intecol2017.org/en/index.asp
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/funding/training-travel-grants/?platform=hootsuite
http://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Projects-and-programmes/Wageningen-Soil-Conference-2017.htm
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SOM 2017: 6th International 

Symposium on Soil Organic Matter 

3-7 September 2017, Rothamsted 

Research, Harpenden, UK 

 

The 6th International Symposium on Soil 

Organic Matter will include talks on modelling 

SOM, methods to visualise and quantify SOM, 

and soil health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIFLUM – Intensive Expert Workshop 

on Nitrogen Flux Method Evaluation 

28-29 September 2017, Berlin, Germany 

 

The NIFLUM International Expert Workshop 

2017 focuses on the evaluation of methods 

for the measurement of gaseous nitrogen 

emissions (NH3, N2O and NOx) from synthetic 

fertilizer application, with the goal of making 

recommendations for a standardized 

measurement practice to collect data for the 

calculation of EMEP emission factors. The 

workshop contains review and expert lectures 

about the formation, mitigation, analysis and 

modeling of N emissions as groundwork for 

later cooperative poster sessions and intense 

discussion panels. Workshop attendees will 

work on recommendations for a fast way to 

identify appropriate standard measurement 

approaches. 

 

 

Job Opportunities 
For latest job posts, sign up to our mailing list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk. 

Subject: BLANK, message: SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname. 

 

Research Associate in Plant-Fungal 

Ecology 

The Soil and Ecosystem Ecology Group at the 

University of Manchester are looking to 

appoint a Research Associate to work on a 17 

month NERC funded project “What makes a 

specialist special? The physiology of ecological 

specialization in plant-fungal mutualisms”. 

Closing date: 25 June 2017. 

 

BES Policy Fellowship with UK 

Government 

Applications are now open for the 2017 BES 

Policy Fellowship, offering up to £20,000 

funding for a mid-career ecologist to spend up 

to six months working in Defra’s Environment 

Analysis Unit. Closing date: 7 August 2017. 

Postdoctoral Researcher in Climate & 

Ecosystem Sciences 

Berkeley Lab’s Climate & Ecosystems Division 

has an opening for a Postdoctoral Researcher 

focusing on carbon fluxes, photosynthesis and 

the Kok effect as part of a NASA funded 

project. Closing date: the post will remain 

open until filled, however for full 

consideration, apply by 24 June 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.som2017.org/
http://www.som2017.org/
https://niflum.wordpress.com/
https://niflum.wordpress.com/
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/policy/opportunities/bes-policy-fellowship/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/policy/opportunities/bes-policy-fellowship/
https://lbl.taleo.net/careersection/2/jobdetail.ftl?lang=en&job=83804
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Studentships, Internships & Technician positions 
 

PhD studentships available with 

STARS CDT 

Additional PhD studentships are available 

with Soils Training and Research Studentships 

Centre for Doctoral Training (STARS CDT) for 

October 2017 entry. 11 studentships to 

choose from. Closing date: 18 June 2017. 

 

PhD studentships available with 

Envision DTP 

Some plant and soil PhD studentships are 

available with Envision Doctoral Training 

Programme (DTP) for October 2017 entry. 

Closing date: 2 July 2017 

 

 

 

Courses 
 

Practical use of mini and micro-

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles for the 

Environmental Sciences 

21-25 August 2017, Oban, UK 

 

This comprehensive five-day course will 

provide you with the knowledge and 

hands-on, practical skills required to 

undertake an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 

(UAV) campaign safely, legally and 

successfully for NERC oriented science. 

Closing date: 7 July. 

 

Systematic review and meta-

analysis for environmental 

sciences 

11-15 September 2017, University of 

East Anglia, UK 

 

This five-day course seeks to promote 

and facilitate the thoughtful and critical 

use of systematic reviews and meta-

analysis for research synthesis in 

environmental sciences. Closing date: 1 

July. 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

• June 2017 – Launch of questions for Ask PSE (accepted until 16 July) 

• 4-11 July 2017 – Eurasian Grassland conference, Riga, Latvia and Western Lithuania 

• 20-24 August 2017 – BIOGEOMON, Litomyšl, Czech Republic 

• 20-25 August 2017 – INTECOL: International Congress of Ecology, Beijing, China 

• 27-31 August 2017 – Wageningen Soil Conference, Wageningen, Netherlands 

• 3-7 September 2017 – SOM 2017, Rothamsted Research, Harpenden, UK 

• 28-29 September 2017 – NIFLUM International Expert Workshop, Berlin, Germany 

• 5 December 2017 – British Society of Soil Science Annual General Meeting, London, UK 

• 11-14 December 2017 – BES, GfÖ & NecoV Joint Annual Meeting: Ecology Across Borders, 

Ghent, Belgium   

http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/stars/projects/2017-studentships-details/
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/stars/projects/2017-studentships-details/
http://www.envision-dtp.org/projects/
http://www.envision-dtp.org/projects/
http://www.centa.org.uk/training/uav
http://www.uea.ac.uk/computing/machine-learning-and-statistics/meta-analysis/nerc
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 

SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 

 

You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 

 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  

Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 

Mike Whitfield, New Phytologist (Deputy Secretary) 

Tom Crowther, Yale University 

Jennifer Rhymes, University of Manchester (Policy Officer)  

Jessica Clayton, University of Cologne (Student Representative) 

Rosanne Broyd, Lancaster University and James Hutton Institute (Student Representative) 

 

Also affiliated are Franciska de Vries, The University of Manchester; Emma Sayer, Lancaster 

University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences; Tim Daniell, James Hutton 

Institute; and Dave Johnson, The University of Manchester. Richard Bardgett, The University of 

Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 

 

 

Bulletin 

The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 

more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 

information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 

Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Jessica Clayton or Rosanne Broyd and they 

will be included in the next issue. 

 

 

   

 
 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/getting-involved/special-interest-groups/plants-soils-ecosystems/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://twitter.com/BESPlantSoilEco
https://www.facebook.com/BESPlantsSoilsEcosystems?fref=ts
mailto:%20j.clayton3141@gmail.com
mailto:r.broyd@lancaster.ac.uk

