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Bulletin February 2017 

  

 

Welcome to the February 2017 Plants-Soils-Ecosystems SIG bulletin where you will find the latest 

news and information from the above- and belowground world.  The first bulletin of the New 

Year will include a short recap of the BES Annual General Meeting which took place before 

Christmas and more information on the upcoming PSE annual meeting this April in Lancaster. As 

always, we are continuing to develop our blog and journal club. Inside are details of upcoming 

meetings, events, job postings, and other announcements.  If you’d like to be more involved with 

any of the group’s projects or have some comments for the committee, please get in touch! 

  

Jessica Clayton and Rosanne Broyd  

PSE Student Representatives 
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News 
 

BES 2016 Recap 

The British Ecological Society Annual Meeting 

in December in Liverpool was attended by 

over 1200 delegates, and with so many 

ecologists there was a great mix of 

presentation topics including lots of great 

research about plant and soil ecology.  

 

Twitter was busy with #BES2016 and #BESSoil, 

highlights from PSE at BES can be found here 

https://storify.com/BESPlantSoilEco/plants-

soils-ecosystems-at-bes2016.  

 

Sunday evening started with the welcome 

mixer; it was great that many of you, both 

familiar and new faces, popped over to our 

PSE table to have a chat with us. 

 

The parallel sessions on Monday were busy; 

with many people attending the Ecosystem 

Ecology & Function Novel Approaches and the 

Global Change Ecology, Populations, 

Communities & Interactions in the morning. 

The Soil Ecology & Function session in the 

afternoon was especially popular, tweets 

highlighting some key points of the talks can 

be found here. 

 

Over lunch on Monday, Ellen ran a workshop 

about reviewing papers and publishing your 

own. Speakers at the workshop were Barbara 

Tschirren, an associate editor of Functional 

Ecology, and Julia Jones, an associate editor 

for Journal of Applied Ecology and 

Conservation Biology. The workshop 

provided some great advice from Barbara 

and Julia, with their key points being to 

register key words and expertise with 

journals, to network and let editors know 

you are interested in reviewing. 

 

 

 

Monday evening started with a busy poster 

session and then a joint social with the 

Microbial Ecology and the Parasite and 

Pathogen Ecology and Evolution SIGs at the 

Black Lodge Brewery. The brewery was 

packed; it was fantastic so many people 

came out to join us and enjoy some good 

beer and great craic.  

 

The parallel sessions on Tuesday were 

enjoyable. The Functional Ecology session in 

the morning included a mix of interesting talks 

about the history of the journal, ecosystem 

function and plant-animal interactions from 

the tropics to boreal forests. In the afternoon, 

the Ecosystem Ecology & Function 

Biogeochemical Cycles & Plant-Soil 

Interactions was also extremely busy and 

comprised of a variety of talks ranging from 

the Arctic to grasslands to tropical forests, 

discussing nutrient cycling, vegetation 

composition and soil enzyme activity. 

 

Tuesday evening again started with a poster 

session and then moved onto the Gala Dinner. 

The dinner included the BES awards 

ceremony, a rendition of Kirsten Parris aka Big 

Russ’ performance which won the Science 

Slam the previous evening and was followed 

by music from a local band while Plant Earth II 

was projected onto the screen behind them. 

 

Wednesday also held a great mix talks about 

soil ecology, ecosystem function and global 

change ecology.  

 

It was brilliant to see and meet so many 

people there – thank you for attending and a 

huge thanks to all the BES staff and volunteers 

who made the event so successful! We hope 

to see many of you at the PSE Annual Meeting 

in April or at the next BES meeting in Ghent!

https://storify.com/BESPlantSoilEco/plants-soils-ecosystems-at-bes2016
https://storify.com/BESPlantSoilEco/plants-soils-ecosystems-at-bes2016
https://storify.com/BESPlantSoilEco/plants-soils-ecosystems-at-bes2016
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuqjYwI7iAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuqjYwI7iAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuqjYwI7iAM
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World Soil Day 
World Soil Day was on 5 December 2016. 

Ellen wrote a piece for the Journal of Ecology 

blog about Plants-Soils-Ecosystems and the 

importance of World Soil Day. If you haven’t 

had a chance to read it yet, check it out! 

 

Also on World Soil Day, ‘Soils: The Foundation 

of Life’ workshop was held at the National 

Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 

Medicine's Keck Centre in Washington, DC. 

The conference was broadcast live on 5 

December and presentations are also 

available to download. 

 

PSE Journal Club – join the discussion! 
The Plants-Soils-Ecosystems journal club has 

attracted over 7,500 hits from across the 

globe since it began in February 2014. If you 

want to join the discussion, you can comment 

directly on the posts or get in touch on 

Twitter using hashtag #psejclub.   

 

We welcome suggestions for papers to discuss 

in future posts. You can also contribute by 

writing a post on your thoughts of a paper.  

 

 
Follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco   
#PSEjclub  

 

 

New committee member 

Jenny has joined the PSE committee as Policy Officer. 

 

 
Jennifer Rhymes 

 (Policy Officer) 

What does your work involve? I am one of these people that likes to get 

my teeth stuck into anything, which explains why I have worked with such 

a variety of ecosystems, including seasonal wetlands, arable cropland and 

grasslands. My main passion lies with understanding nitrogen and carbon 

cycling in these systems and how they are influenced by changing 

environments. The current project I am working on is part of NERC’s Soil 

Security Programme, where we are exploring what controls the ability of 

grassland soils and their functions (related to biogeochemical cycling and 

greenhouse gas production) to withstand, recover and potentially adapt to 

disturbance events. 

 

What made you interested in ecology? For the first ten years of my 

childhood I lived on a boat in the Mediterranean. This experience taught 

me to respect and love nature. However, to my parents’ disappointment, I 

didn’t overcome my ten years of sea sickness. Therefore, my true passion 

for terrestrial ecology began when I spent a lot of my time hiking, camping and mountain biking. 

 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? I get a great buzz from our work when 

it allows us to understand the complexity of plant and soil ecosystems just that little bit further. I 

also find my work very rewarding when experiments or surveys influence policy or management and 

assures me that restoration and conservation can happen. Lastly, but most importantly, I believe 

‘healthy’ soils and ecosystems are the key to sustain life on earth. 

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? I would like to see 
future collaborations with practitioners, policy makers, scientists and industry to work together, 
share knowledge and make change. 

https://jecologyblog.wordpress.com/2016/12/05/world-soil-day-2016/?platform=hootsuite
https://jecologyblog.wordpress.com/2016/12/05/world-soil-day-2016/?platform=hootsuite
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/biso/ss/pga_174671?_ga=1.190953834.1737151202.1473954790
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/biso/ss/pga_174671?_ga=1.190953834.1737151202.1473954790
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/besplantsoileco?lang=en
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Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

PSE Annual Meeting: Winter Ecology 

6-7 April 2017, Lancaster Environment 

Centre, Lancaster University, UK 

 

 
 

We will be holding a meeting with the aim 

of releasing an opinion piece on the 

importance of including measurements 

out-of-growing-season. The meeting will 

comprise talks from invited speakers, 

including keynote speaker, Gareth 

Phoenix, and some offered talks. The  

 

three session themes are Arctic and Alpine 

Ecology, Seasonal Dynamics in Ecology, 

and Winter/Snow Ecology. The meeting 

will also include discussions around these 

themes and a workshop to write the 

opinion piece. We will offer all attendees 

the opportunity to be authors on this 

work, which will aid the CV of early career 

researchers. 

 

Please send abstracts to 

besplantsoileco@gmail.com by 1 March 

2017. 

Please register at 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/winter-

ecology-tickets-30352568349 by 6 March 

2017. 

 

#BES-PSE 

#winterecology 

 

Voice of the Future 2017 

15 March 2017, London, UK 

 

Voice of the Future offers young scientists the 

chance to pose policy questions to key 

political figures in Westminster. BES are 

offering six places to take part in this event.  

Applications due 9 am on 13 February 2017.  

 

 

EGU General Assembly 2017 

23-28 April 2017, Vienna, Austria 

 

The EGU General Assembly 2017 will bring 

together geoscientists to one meeting 

covering all disciplines of the Earth, planetary 

and space sciences. The EGU aims to provide a 

forum where scientists, especially early career 

researchers, can present their work and 

discuss their ideas with experts in all fields of 

geoscience.  

 

If you are unable to make it to Vienna but 

would like to present your research on soil 

science, there is also the option to attend the 

virtual session ‘Get immersed in the Soil 

Sciences: bright ideas shared among avatars’. 

A video of the first virtual session at EGU 2015 

can be seen here. Please contact Tani Tagaus 

for more information or to register for the 

event. 

 

 

BES and BESS Joint Symposium: 

Advances in Biodiversity & Ecosystem 

Services 

24-26 April 2017, Cardiff, UK 

 

BES and NERC’s BESS (Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Service Sustainability) programme 

are hosting a joint symposium on the 

mailto:besplantsoileco@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/winter-ecology-tickets-30352568349
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/winter-ecology-tickets-30352568349
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/event/voice-future-2017/
http://www.egu2017.eu/
http://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2017/session/23262
http://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2017/session/23262
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7htOZo6VGg
mailto:%20evtaguas@uco.es
http://www.nerc-bess.net/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/events/symposium-2017-bess/
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Advances in Biodiversity & Ecosystem 

Services. The symposium will include 

presentations and workshops about 

ecosystem services, resilience of natural 

systems and developments in methodical 

approaches. Abstracts are due 5 pm 10 

February 2017. 

 

 

WinterNet: Event Drivers of Arctic 

Browning 

10-11 May 2017, University of Sheffield, UK 

 

WinterNet has organised a workshop about 

Arctic Browning. With increasing frequency of 

events causing damage to arctic vegetation, 

and an increasing appreciation of the diversity 

of different events that can cause browning, 

this workshop provides a timely opportunity 

for those working on arctic browning to 

discuss its drivers and subsequent 

consequences, and to prepare outputs and 

develop future collaborations. Presentations 

are welcomed from those working on any 

type of events that cause browning, from 

climatic (e.g. extreme winter warming, frost-

drought and icing), disturbance (e.g. tundra 

fire) and biological events (e.g. herbivore and 

pathogen outbreaks). Closing date for 

registration is 8th March 2017.  

 

 

Fascination of Plants Day 

18 May 2017 

 

The Fascination of Plants Day 2017 is part of 

the European Plant Science Organisation. This 

day aims to get people fascinated by plants 

and enthused about the importance of plant 

science for agriculture, forestry and other 

non-food products. Environmental 

conservation will also be a key message. The 

day will be celebrated across the world; find 

an event near you here. 

Soil Ecology Society Biennial Meeting 

& Ecology of Soil Health 2017 Summit  

5-9 June 2017, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 

 

The Soil Ecology Society Biennial Meeting (5-9 

June) will be held in conjunction with the 

Ecology of Soil Health 2017 Summit (5-7 June) 

at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, 

Colorado. The Summit will bring together 

scientists, NGO's, funding bodies, farmers 

and industry representatives. The Biennial 

Meeting will continue through the latter 

half of the week, with contributed oral 

sessions on a broad range of soil ecology 

topics. Registration deadline: 12 May 2017. 

 

 

Eurasian Grassland Conference: Semi-

natural grasslands across borders 

4-11 July 2017, Riga, Latvia and Western 

Lithuania 

 

The 14th Eurasian Grassland Conference aims 
to bring together the latest research, 
conservation management and policy 
contributing to the sustainability of semi-
natural and natural grasslands. Emphasis will 
be placed on the cases where grassland 
ecosystems are shared between man-made 
and natural geographical borders. Abstracts 
due: 30 April 2017. 
 

 

BIOGEOMON: 9th International 

Symposium on Ecosystem Behaviour  

20-24 August, Litomyšl, Czech Republic 

 

The BIOGEOMON 2017  symposium will focus 

on biogeochemistry in an era of global 

change. Long-term trends in ecosystem 

functioning and stoichiometry of 

biogeochemical processes in upland and 

wetland soils will be emphasized, along with 

catchment monitoring/modelling, and 

translocations of nutrients, macronutrients 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/events/symposium-2017-bess/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/events/symposium-2017-bess/
http://winternet.sites.sheffield.ac.uk/arctic-browning-workshop
http://winternet.sites.sheffield.ac.uk/arctic-browning-workshop
http://plantday.org/
http://www.epsoweb.org/
http://plantday.org/map.htm
http://soilhealthsummit.colostate.edu/
https://egc2017.namupro.de/
http://www.biogeomon.cz/
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and trace metals in forest ecosystems, 

grasslands and extreme environments. 

Abstracts are due 10 March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTECOL 2017: 12th International 

Congress of Ecology 

20-25 August 2017, Beijing, China 

 

The 12th International Congress of Ecology 

(INTECOL 2017) will be held in Beijing this year 

and hosted by the Ecological Society of China.  

The theme of the congress is Ecology and 

Civilisation in a Changing World and will 

include discussions on sustainable 

development, environmental change and 

biodiversity conservation. 

BES is offering travel grants for students to 

attend INTECOL. 

 

 

Job Opportunities 
For latest job posts, sign up to our mailing list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk. 

Subject: BLANK, message: SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname. 

 

Assistant Professor in Conservation 

Biology 

The Department of Renewable Resources, in 

the Faculty of Agricultural, Life & 

Environmental Sciences, University of Alberta, 

Canada, invites applications for a tenure track 

position in Conservation Biology.  UAlberta 

are encouraging applications from researchers 

who work across scales (communities to 

landscapes) in northern ecosystems (aquatic, 

terrestrial or wetland), with a special interest 

in applied work in fungal biodiversity. 

Deadline: the post will remain open until filled 

although applications will start to be 

considered on 15 February 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postdoctoral Fellow in Arctic Warming 
Berkeley Lab’s Climate & Ecosystems Division 

has an opening for an Arctic 

Warming Postdoctoral Fellow, focusing on a 

permafrost-tundra warming experiment.  

Deadline: the post will remain open until 

filled, however for full consideration, apply by 

22 February 2017. 

 

 

Research Assistant or Research Fellow 

in Modelling Soil Processes 

The Cranfield Soil and Agrifood Institute – part 

of Cranfield University’s School of Water, 

Energy and Environment – are seeking a 

research assistant (if close to completing PhD) 

or postdoctoral research fellow (if PhD 

obtained) to contribute to a 2 year NERC 

funded project modelling soil structure, soil 

microbial ecology and soil ecosystem 

function. Deadline: 28 February 2017. 

 

http://www.intecol2017.org/en/index.asp
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/funding/training-travel-grants/?platform=hootsuite
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
http://www.careers.ualberta.ca/Competition/A108231456/
http://www.careers.ualberta.ca/Competition/A108231456/
http://jobs.lbl.gov/positions.html?jobcode=abc&jobfield=60
http://jobs.lbl.gov/positions.html?jobcode=abc&jobfield=60
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/AXA141/research-assistant-research-fellow-in-modelling-soil-processes/
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/AXA141/research-assistant-research-fellow-in-modelling-soil-processes/
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/AXA141/research-assistant-research-fellow-in-modelling-soil-processes/
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Studentships, Internships & Technician positions 
 

PhD position: Soil microbial 

functioning under climate change 

across tree diversity gradients in 

European forests 

The PhD position is part of the SoilForEUROPE 

project, which aims at understanding the 

relationships between tree species diversity 

and soil diversity, and their consequences for 

ecosystem functioning across major European 

forest types under climate change. 

Deadline: 25 February 2017 or until position is 

filled. 

 

PhD positions in biogeochemistry 
Several PhD studentships are being offered at 

IMPRS for Global Biogeochemical Cycles. 

Deadline: 15 March 2017. 

 

 

Internships at the Smithsonian 

The Smithsonian Environmental Research 

Center's (SERC) offer several ecology 

internships for undergraduate and 

postgraduate students. 

Deadline for summer placements: 15 

February 2017. 

 

BES Policy Internship 
BES are seeking a policy intern. The intern will 

promote the importance of engaging in 

policy-making to members of the Society and 

have the opportunity to attend a BES 

Symposium. 

Deadline: 5 pm 22 February 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Courses 
 

  

Dates for the Diary 
 

 15 March 2017 – Voice of the Future 2017, London, UK  

 6-7 April 2017 – BES Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Annual Meeting: Winter Ecology, Lancaster, UK 

 23-28 April 2017 – EGU General Assembly, Vienna, Austria 

 24-26 April 2017 – BES and BESS Joint Symposium: Advances in Biodiversity & Ecosystem 

Services, Cardiff, UK 

 9-10 May 2017 – Ecosummit, Berlin, Germany 

 10-11 May 2017 – WinterNet: Arctic Browning Workshop, Sheffield, UK 

 18 May 2017 – Fascination of Plants Day 

 5-7 June 2017 – Ecology of Soil Health Summit, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 

 5-9 June 2017 – Soil Ecology Society Biennial Meeting, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 

 4 July 2017 – Ecosummit, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 4-11 July 2017 – Eurasian Grassland conference, Riga, Latvia and Western Lithuania 

 20-24 August 2017 – BIOGEOMON, Litomyšl, Czech Republic 

 20-25 August 2017 – INTECOL: International Congress of Ecology, Beijing, China 

 11-14 December 2017 – BES, GfÖ & NecoV Joint Annual Meeting: Ecology Across Borders, 

Ghent, Belgium   

https://www.sfecologie.org/offre/phd-position-soil-microbial-functioning-under-climate-change-across-tree-diversity-gradients-in-european-forests/
http://www.imprs-gbgc.de/index.php/Application/OpenProjects
https://serc.si.edu/pro_training/internships/projectmenu.aspx
https://serc.si.edu/pro_training/internships/projectmenu.aspx
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/about/vacancies/policy-internship/
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 

SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 

 

You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 

 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  

Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 

Mike Whitfield, New Phytologist (Deputy Secretary) 

Tom Crowther, Yale University 

Jennifer Rhymes, University of Manchester (Policy Officer)  

Jessica Clayton, University of Cologne (Student Representative) 

Rosanne Broyd, Lancaster University and James Hutton Institute (Student Representative) 

 

Also affiliated are Franciska de Vries, The University of Manchester; Emma Sayer, Lancaster 

University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences; Tim Daniell, James Hutton 

Institute; and Dave Johnson, The University of Manchester. Richard Bardgett, The University of 

Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 

 

 

Bulletin 

The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 

more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 

information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 

Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Jessica Clayton or Rosanne Broyd and they 

will be included in the next issue. 

 

 

   

 
 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/getting-involved/special-interest-groups/plants-soils-ecosystems/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://twitter.com/BESPlantSoilEco
https://www.facebook.com/BESPlantsSoilsEcosystems?fref=ts
mailto:%20j.clayton3141@gmail.com
mailto:r.broyd@lancaster.ac.uk

