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Bulletin December 2016 

  

 

Welcome to the December Plants-Soils-Ecosystems SIG bulletin where you will find the latest 

news and information from the above- and belowground world.  It has been a little quiet on the 

bulletin front these last months, but that doesn’t mean nothing has been happening – quite the 

opposite! We have new some committee members, we have hosted a session at the 2nd 

International Ecosummit in September and we have been busy preparing lots of exciting events 

including the Annual General Meeting in Liverpool this month and our next PSE Annual Meeting 

in April 2017 on Winter Ecology! As always, we are continuing to develop our blog and journal 

club. Inside are details of upcoming meetings, events, job postings, and other announcements.  If 

you’d like to be more involved with any of the group’s projects or have some comments for the 

committee, please get in touch! 

  

Jessica Clayton and Rosanne Broyd  

PSE Student Representatives 
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News 

 

PSE Committee 

We have some new committee members this year so we thought we’d take this opportunity to 

introduce ourselves. We are also looking for another committee member to join us as ‘Policy 

Representative’. If you are interested in this role please contact besplantsoileco@gmail.com. 

 

 

What does your work involve? I work on implementing root traits in 

ecosystem function experiments. My study area is the chalk 

grassland on Salisbury Plain. I use simple categorical traits to create 

plant groups and test the nutrient cycling, soil genesis and resilience 

in the face of drought. 

 

What made you interested in ecology? I always have been really. I 

grew up on a dairy farm on the Somerset Levels, and my 

grandfather gave me a rigorous education in wild flowers from a 

very young age. Added to that a burning wish to make a difference, I 

guess it was the only path for me really. 

 

 
Ellen Fry (Secretary) 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? It’s just the most rewarding job. Part 

of my focus is restoration of soils and grasslands, and growing plants from scratch and watching 

them establish is a wonderful thing. And there are endless interesting puzzles to solve and new 

ways to look at problems. I feel that it’s a really exciting time for soil science and the interplay 

with plant communities and I’m really happy to be able to liaise with other people in the field and 

plan events that (hopefully) engender some interesting debate and potential advances.  

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? Well we’re 

getting bigger all the time. I would like us to really start raising awareness of issues involving soil 

and plants, maybe with the aim of contributing to policy briefs. We are still looking for a policy 

officer, and this could be a useful way of increasing the impact of our group and getting our 

message out there. 

 

 

 

Mike Whitfield 

(Deputy Secretary) 

 

What does your work involve?  I’m interested in upland ecosystems, 

like blanket peatlands, and the interactions between plant and soil 

communities that underpin ecosystem functioning in these ecosystems. 

I’m also interested in remote sensing and geospatial techniques for 

scaling up our estimates of ecosystem functioning. I’m passionate 

about reproducible science, better data handling in ecology and science 

communication. My current day job is Development Coordinator at 

New Phytologist. 

mailto:besplantsoileco@gmail.com


December 2016  3 
 

What made you interested in ecology I think my undergraduate dissertation project, for which I 

did some fun (though not particularly successful!) species distribution modelling in the Swiss Alps, 

really got me into ecology. I’ve been interested in the spatial arrangement and functioning of 

plant and soil organisms ever since. 

 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? I’ve been lucky to work in some 

amazing environments, and we still have so much to learn about the relationships between plant 

and soil organisms and how they impact ecosystem functioning, particularly at larger scales. How 

we represent these in the Arctic and upland ecosystems most threatened by global warming is still 

a really important and interesting question. 

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? Since its 

inception, Plants-Soils-Ecosystems has grown into a successful and popular group. We’re lucky to 

have brought together a really interesting and dynamic group of researchers from across the 

world, representing a variety of disciplines, across a broad range of expertise. We’ve got some 

really great events coming up, which will address very cool emerging topics in the field! As the 

group’s resident R advocate, I’m looking forward to running more workshops to help plant-soil 

ecologists make the most of their data and produce robust, reproducible analyses. 

 

 

 
Tom Crowther 

What does your work involve? I explore the mechanisms by which 

ecological communities influence carbon cycling at a global scale. This 

research focuses mainly on forests which take carbon from the 

atmosphere, and the soil microbes that release it back. Ultimately, my 

research is motivated by the need to incorporate ecological processes 

into Earth System Models, the structure of which are dominated by the 

physical sciences. 

 

What made you interested in ecology? I have always been inspired by the living things that exist 

in natural systems. I am motivated to improve our understanding of these systems so that we can 

conserve and protect the organisms that live within them. 

 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? This Special Interest Group brings 

together an enthusiastic, exciting group of researchers that are all motivated to address some of 

the most critical questions in ecology. Academia is characterised by the many small groups all 

moving in different directions. But when we all come together, we have the potential to achieve 

far greater things. The ideas and research that emerges will are important to improve food 

provision, climate change mitigation and the conservation of nature around the world. 

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? I am excited 

about the direction that we are already taking. I think that it would be great if we could begin to 

establish stronger links between our fundamental research and the biogeochemical modelling 

community. Communicating our understanding of plants, soils and ecosystems into these global 

models will be useful as we aim to improve our projections of climate change over the rest of this 

century. 
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What does your work involve? I am a master student at the 

University of Cologne, Germany. For my master thesis I am 

investigating the restoration process of post opencast coal-mining 

soils that have been recultivated for arable land use.  I am looking at 

the changes in soil microbial activity and stoichiometry over a 60 

year restoration period.  

 

What made you interested in ecology? It all started with wonder 

and awe of natural world! As I learned more about nature, I became 

fascinated with how species interact with one another and their 

environment to create such amazing complexity. I think it's  

 
Jessica Clayton 

(Student Representative) 

 

incredible how ecosystems can span all scales, from the microbial world on the surface of a 

decaying leaf and inside a gram of soil, to a giant coniferous forest or the vast oceans. 

 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? You can't ignore that the above- and 

below-ground are highly dependent on one another, yet most often they are studied 

independently. Therefore, I think that the PSE group is a great way for researchers to share 

knowledge and keep up to date with research from both fields, which then allows us to improve 

our understanding of plant-soil interactions. 

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? I would like to 

see in the future discussions on restoration ecology and sustainable agriculture! 

 

 

 

Rosanne Broyd 

(Student Representative)  

What does your work involve? I’m a PhD student at Lancaster 

University and James Hutton Institute; my research focuses on the 

impacts of changing snow cover on the functioning of alpine 

ecosystems. 

 

What made you interested in ecology? Since I was little I’ve loved 

being outside and a curiosity grew about the environment and 

interactions involved in nature.  

 

 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? Over the course of my BSc I 

developed a strong interest in ecosystem ecology and responses of ecosystem function to 

disturbance. I think it is important to consider the above- and below-ground components of a 

landscape to appreciate and understand the processes involved in ecosystem functioning.  

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? I’m really excited 

about the PSE Annual Meeting in April, the theme is winter ecology and I’m looking forward to 

meeting other researchers and hearing about their work in a similar field to my own. 
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We would also like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Franciska de Vries. Franciska has 

been involved with Plants-Soils-Ecosystems for several years and we are grateful for all her work! 

 

 

 
Franciska de Vries 

 

What does your work involve? I am a soil ecologist interested in how 

plants and soil organisms interact, particularly under changing climatic 

conditions, and what the consequences are for ecosystem functioning.  

 

What made you interested in ecology? I have always enjoyed being 

outside and wanted to save the world as a scientist on a Greenpeace 

boat when I was in high school. 

 

Why are you passionate about plants soils and ecosystems? I founded 

the special interest group in late 2011, because I strongly felt that 

there was no group within the BES that represented my research 

interests. I am really happy to see that the group is very successful and  

that there is a team of enthusiastic people to take this further. It is difficult for me to take a step 

back but I also think the involvement of new people will take the group to exciting and new 

directions! For example, I think the planned winter ecology meeting and field trip are very exciting. 

 

Where do you think the group is going and what would you like to see happen? I am keen to see 

the group grow and develop and I hope we will become a steady force in organising interesting and 

relevant meetings. I think the group has already provided a network for many people and I hope that 

network will continue to grow. 
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PSE Plant-Soil-Feedback Session at the 

2nd International Ecosummit 

Montpellier, France  

Earlier this summer, PSE hosted a session on 

Plant-Soil Feedbacks at the 2nd International 

Ecosummit in Montpellier. The session was 

chaired and organised by our associate 

members Paul Kardol and Pierre Mariotte and 

took place on Wednesday 31st September 

2016 at Le Corum Centre in the stunning city 

of Montpellier. A full report of the session can 

be found on the PSE homepage, which 

includes a summary of the most important 

talks and links to interviews from keynote 

speakers Prof. Marcel van der Heijden 

(Agroscope, Switzerland) and Gerlinde De 

Deyn (Wageningen University, Netherlands). 

 

 

 

 

PSE Journal Club – we’d welcome your 

input! 
The Plants-Soils-Ecosystems journal club has 

attracted over 7,500 hits from across the 

globe since it began February 2014. If you 

want to join the discussion, you can comment 

directly on the posts or get in touch on 

Twitter using hashtag #psejclub.   

 

We welcome suggestions for papers to discuss 

in future posts. You can also contribute by 

writing a post on your thoughts of a paper. It’s 

great practice on critically reviewing a piece of 

literature and a terrific way to raise your 

profile.  Have you recently published a new 

paper? If so, promote your work here!  

 

Follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco 

         #PSEjclub  

 

Earth Matters – New book from 

Richard Bardgett – out now! 

In his new book, our group mentor, Richard 

Bardgett explores the history of man’s 

relationship to soil, from the rise and fall of 

civilisations to battlefields and crime 

investigations! 

 

 
 

Here, Bardgett discusses soil and the many, 

and sometimes surprising, ways that 

humanity has depended on it throughout 

history, and still does today. Analysing the 

role soil plays in our own lives, despite 

increasing urbanization, and in the 

biogeochemical cycles that allow the planet to 

function effectively, Bardgett considers how 

superior soil management could combat 

global issues such as climate change, food 

shortages, and the extinction of species.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/2016/11/30/pse-sponsored-session-at-the-5th-international-ecosummit-montpellier-2016-plant-soil-feedbacks-bridging-natural-and-agricultural-sciences/
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/besplantsoileco?lang=en
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The State of Soils 
The State of Nature report was published in 

September 2016. The report examined the 

status of native species in the UK and its seas, 

Crown Dependencies and Overseas 

Territories, finding that despite the increase 

of some species, overall there has been a 

decline in species abundance and occupancy. 

The factors driving these changes were land 

management, land-use change and climate 

change. The report also discussed 

conservation measures which have been 

implemented since the original State of 

Nature report was published in 2013 and the 

value of nature to society through natural 

capital. Natural capital assets in the report 

included soils, however other than this, soils 

were rarely mentioned, yet we know that the 

condition of soil is integral for ecosystem 

health.  

 

The Soil Health report was also published this 

year as part of a parliamentary inquiry into 

the health of UK soils. Reasons for the decline 

in soil health included land contamination and 

peatland degradation. Recommendations 

were made in the following areas: 

- Increase funding available for remediation 

of contaminated land 

- Increase monitoring on contaminated 

land 

- Increase soil carbon stocks. The 

government has started to address the 

third recommendation; at COP21 the 

government signed up to an initiative to 

increase carbon in soils by 0.4% per year. 

- Revise requirements and incentives for 

land management, focusing on 

restoration and improvement of soil 

quality rather than minimising damage 

- Monitor soil trends through collecting 

data on soil health as part of a national 

rolling programme. Data collected should 

include soil organic carbon levels. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting and Event Announcements 

 

British Ecological Society Annual 

General Meeting  

11th-14th December 2016 

ACC, Liverpool UK 

There will be 3 days of exciting and diverse 

talks, workshops, fringe and SIG events. Don’t 

miss out on the PSE events at this year’s AGM 

listed below!  

A spotlight on the publishing process: 

how to review papers and get your 

own published. 

12th December, 1:30 – 3:00 pm, BES AGM 

Ellen Fry, Manchester University 

 

PSE Social Monday night!  

12th December, 7 pm,  

Black Lodge Brewery, Liverpool 

 

Join us and the Microbial Ecology, and Pests 

and Parasites special interest groups for our 

social event! There will be free beer tasting 

and nibbles! Looking forward to seeing you all 

there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/State%20of%20Nature%20UK%20report_%2020%20Sept_tcm9-424984.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmenvaud/180/180.pdf
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Worlds within Worlds – Microbial 

Ecology Workshop  

15th December, 9 am – 2 pm,  

Seminar Room 1, Sherrington Building, Ashton 

Street, University of Liverpool, L69 3GE, UK 

 

The day after the BES AGM, everybody is 

invited to a FREE microbial workshop! Join us 

for a series of talks and discussions with 

microbe researchers working in the plant 

sciences, microbiology, genomics and more! 

To book a place please visit 

www.tinyurl.com/worlds-w-worlds  

 

 

Plantlife: We need to talk about 

nitrogen… policy workshop 

19th January 2017, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm, 

Defra, Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, 

London SW1P 3JR, UK 

 

Expert workshop on atmospheric nitrogen 

deposition and ecosystems 

The effects of nitrogen deposition on 

ecosystems from the atmosphere are 

significant yet still poorly recognised in 

environmental policy across the UK. Current 

scientific evidence demonstrates clear and 

widespread impacts, including species loss, 

changes in soil chemistry and habitat 

degradation as a result of increased nitrogen 

deposition.  

This workshop, organised by Plantlife with 

support from the British Ecological Society, 

will bring together key scientists, policy 

makers and practitioners from across the UK. 

Our objectives are to: 

1. Translate the science and evidence into 

practical action to mitigate the known 

impacts of nitrogen deposition on the 

natural environment; 

2. Address current barriers in tackling these 

issues;  

3. Make specific recommendations for the 

necessary policy drivers and mechanisms. 

Dr Bill Bealey from the Centre for Ecology and 

Hydrology will give an introductory 

presentation, followed by case studies and 

presentations from other experts in the field. 

A detailed agenda and format will be available 

shortly.  

To book your place at the workshop, please 

email Julia Clements at Plantlife at 

julia.clements@plantlife.org.uk  

 

 

OIKOS satellite symposium  

9th-10th February, Lund, Sweden 

 

The OIKOS satellite symposium on “Climate 

change impacts on decomposition in cold 

tundra biomes - novel insights from microbe- 

to biome-level” aims bring together scientists 

working on tundra decomposition from 

various disciplines, ranging from specialists on 

decomposer soil microbes to experimental 

field ecologists and ecosystem modellers. 

Prof. Mark Bradford (Yale) will be the keynote 

speaker. More info at 

http://oikos2017.event.lu.se/programme. 

Contact Daan Blok (daan.blok@nateko.lu.se) 

for registration.  

 

 

2nd International Tea Bag Symposium 

1st March 2017, Vienna, Austria  

 

Everyone is invited to present their latest tea 

bag experiments; there will be workshops on 

how to involve citizen science and excellent 

opportunities to discuss your work with 

others using this method. Abstracts (250 

words) can be send to taru@decolab.org 

before 1st January 2017. More 

info: http://www.teatime4science.org/stories

/news/ 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/worlds-w-worlds
mailto:julia.clements@plantlife.org.uk
https://environment.yale.edu/profile/bradford/
http://oikos2017.event.lu.se/programme
mailto:daan.blok@nateko.lu.se
mailto:taru@decolab.org
http://www.teatime4science.org/stories/news/
http://www.teatime4science.org/stories/news/
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PSE Annual Meeting: Winter Ecology 

6th-7th April 2017, Lancaster Environment 

Centre, Lancaster University, LA1 4YQ, UK 

 

Our next PSE Annual Meeting will have the 

theme of winter ecology. Plant and soil 

ecology research has typically focused on the 

growing reason, yet in recent years there has 

been growing appreciation of the importance 

of ecological processes during the winter and 

shoulder seasons. We aim to connect 

researchers across career stages and 

ecosystems working in winter ecology.  

#plantsoileco 

#winterecology 

#winteriscoming 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EGU General Assembly 2017: Plant-

Soil-Microbial Interactions under 

Global Change 

23rd-28th April 2017, Vienna, Austria 

 

The European Geosciences Union (EGU) 

General Assembly will bring together 

geoscientists from all over the world to one 

meeting covering all disciplines of the Earth, 

planetary and space sciences. The EGU aims 

to provide a forum where scientists, especially 

early career researchers, can present their 

work and discuss their ideas with experts in all 

fields of geoscience. 

 

The EGU General Assembly will also include 

the seminar ‘Plant-Soil-Microbial Interactions 

under a Global Change’. Researchers with 

studies examining how plant-soil-microbial 

interactions are affected by global change 

pressures and the consequences of these 

disruptions for ecosystem processes are 

encouraged to present. Abstract submissions 

close 11 January 2017. Please contact Dr Kelly 

Sierra Ramirez with any questions. 

 

 

 

Job Opportunities 
For latest job posts, sign up to our mailing list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk. 

Subject: BLANK, message: SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname. 

Research Associate in Soil and 

Ecosystem Ecology  
The University of Manchester, UK  

Details -

https://www.jobs.manchester.ac.uk/displayjo

b.aspx?jobid=12425  

For more information about the group and 

their 

research:  http://www.soilecosystemecologyl

ab.ls.manchester.ac.uk/ 

   

Postdoc in Soil Biogeochemistry of 

Carbon Cycling  
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 

Richland, USA 

Details -

https://pnnl.jibeapply.com/jobs/306049/Post

+Doctorate+RA+-

+Microbial+Biogeochemistry?lang=en-US  

 

 

 

http://www.egu2017.eu/
http://www.egu2017.eu/
mailto:k.ramirez@nioo.knaw.nl
mailto:k.ramirez@nioo.knaw.nl
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
https://www.jobs.manchester.ac.uk/displayjob.aspx?jobid=12425
https://www.jobs.manchester.ac.uk/displayjob.aspx?jobid=12425
http://www.soilecosystemecologylab.ls.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.soilecosystemecologylab.ls.manchester.ac.uk/
https://pnnl.jibeapply.com/jobs/306049/Post+Doctorate+RA+-+Microbial+Biogeochemistry?lang=en-US
https://pnnl.jibeapply.com/jobs/306049/Post+Doctorate+RA+-+Microbial+Biogeochemistry?lang=en-US
https://pnnl.jibeapply.com/jobs/306049/Post+Doctorate+RA+-+Microbial+Biogeochemistry?lang=en-US
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 11-14 December 2016 – British Ecological Society Annual Meeting, Liverpool, UK 

 15 December 2016 – Worlds within Worlds: Microbial Ecology Workshop, Liverpool, UK 

 9-10 February 2017 – OIKOS satellite symposium, Lund, Sweden 

 19 January 2017 – Plantlife policy workshop, London, UK 

 1 March 2017 – 2nd International Tea Bag Symposium, Vienna, Austria  

 6-7 April 2017 – BES Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Annual Meeting, Lancaster, UK 

 23-28 April 2017 – EGU General Assembly, Vienna, Austria 

 9-10 May 2017 – Ecosummit, Berlin, Germany 

 4 July 2017 – Ecosummit, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 20-25 August 2017 – INTECOL: International Congress of Ecology, Beijing, China 
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 

SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 

 

You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 

 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  

Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 

Mike Whitfield, New Phytologist (Deputy Secretary) 

Tom Crowther, Yale University  

Jessica Clayton, University of Cologne (Student Representative) 

Rosanne Broyd, Lancaster University and James Hutton Institute (Student Representative) 

 

Also affiliated are Franciska de Vries, The University of Manchester; Emma Sayer, Lancaster 

University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences; Tim Daniell, James Hutton 

Institute; and Dave Johnson, University of Aberdeen. Richard Bardgett, The University of 

Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 

 

 

Bulletin 

The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 

more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 

information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 

Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Jessica Clayton or Rosanne Broyd and they 

will be included in the next issue. 

 
 

  

 
 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/getting-involved/special-interest-groups/plants-soils-ecosystems/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://twitter.com/BESPlantSoilEco
https://www.facebook.com/BESPlantsSoilsEcosystems?fref=ts
mailto:%20j.clayton3141@gmail.com
mailto:r.broyd@lancaster.ac.uk

