
 

 
 

 

Bulletin June 2014 
 

Welcome to the June Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin.  We’ve been sending out these bulletins 
for one year now and hope that you find them useful.  If there’s anything that would make them 
better, we’re always happy to hear suggestions.  Since the last bulletin, we’ve been busy fleshing out 
plans for our joint meeting with the Plant Environmental Physiology group in the autumn.  See below 
for more details, and remember you can keep up with us between bulletins via Twitter, Facebook, or 
the blog.   
 

Sarah Pierce 
PSE Student Representative 
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News 
 

PSE-PEPG Meeting Plans 
Plans for our joint meeting with the Plant 
Environmental Physiology are really coming 
together.  The meeting, entitled “Carbon 
cycling: from plants to ecosystems”, will be 
held on 16-17 October at the University of 
Manchester.  It will include three sessions 
focussing on carbon cycling at different scales: 
 
Session 1: The fine detail: molecular and 

microbial processes in the carbon cycle 
Session 2: The middle ground: plant-

rhizosphere interactions 
Session 3: The big picture: carbon cycling at 

the landscape scale 
 
We can confirm that Aimée Classen 
(University of Tennessee and Natural History 
Museum of Denmark) and Lisa Wingate 
(French National Institute for Agricultural 
Research) will give keynote addresses, with a 
third to be confirmed.   
 
Registration and abstract submission will open 
by the end of the month.  The registration 
fees are likely to be £60 for students, £80 for 
BES members and £90 for non-members, 
including refreshments, lunches and a 
conference dinner.   
 

#PSEjclub – going global 
The Plants, Soils, Ecosystems journal club has 
attracted over 1800 hits from 56 countries 
since it started in February.  We’ve had to 
settle for less-frequent posts due to other 
demands on our time, but we’re still getting 
lots of interest.  If you want to join the 
discussion, you can always comment on the 
posts or get in touch on twitter using hashtag 
#psejclub.   
 
We’d also welcome suggestions for papers to 
discuss in future posts.  If you’d like to see 
more frequent posts, why not write a guest 
post for us on paper you find interesting? It’s 
great practice on critically reviewing a piece of 
literature and writing about research, as well 
as a good way to raise your profile. 

New Phytologist call for Papers: 
Ecology and Evolution of Mycorrhizas 
We are very pleased to announce that we are 
opening a call for papers for a Special Feature 
Issue of New Phytologist on the Ecology and 
Evolution of Mycorrhizas. 
  
The deadline for submissions is June 30th 
2014. To register your interest in submitting a 
manuscript for this Feature Issue please send 
an email to the Managing Editor, Sarah 
Lennon (np-managinged@lancaster.ac.uk), 
indicating the tentative title of your work and 
the type of manuscript you wish to submit. 
We are happy to receive submissions from all, 
and you do not need to be a symposium 
delegate to submit a paper for consideration. 
  
Author guidelines can be found here, and if 
you have any queries, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with the Managing Editor at 
the address above. 
 

Tansley Medal - nominations opening 
soon 
  
The New Phytologist Tansley Medal is 

awarded annually in recognition of an 

outstanding contribution to research in plant 

science by an individual in the early stages of 

their career (including students and any 

researcher with up to five years’ experience 

since gaining/defending their PhD). The 

winner will receive a prize of £2000 

(GBP) and will author a Minireview that will 

be published in New Phytologist, 

accompanied by a comment from the Editor-

in-Chief and Tansley reviews Editor. 

We will be accepting 

applications for the 2015 

Tansley Medal soon. Keep an 

eye on the website or follow 

us on Twitter (@NewPhyt) 

for more information. 

besplantsoileco.wordpress.com
mailto:np-managinged@lancaster.ac.uk
http://www.newphytologist.org/app/webroot/img/upload/files/NP%20Author%20guidelines%20Feature%20Issue_Ecology%20and%20Evolution%20of%20Mycorrhizas.pdf
http://newphytologist.org/tansleymedal
https://twitter.com/NewPhyt
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New soil biodiversity research project 

at Cranfield University 

Cranfield University is part of an 11 million 

Euro research project funded through the 

European Commission’s Seventh Framework 

Programme. The project ‘Preventing and 

remediating degradation of soils in Europe 

through land care’, also known as RECARE, 

has just started and represents the joint 

initiative of 27 institutions and organisations 

in Europe. 

 

The UK component is a case study on soil 

biodiversity is led by Professor Mark Tibbett 

from the Department of Environmental 

Science and Technology. The research will 

focus on the threats to and loss of soil 

biodiversity on the isle of Purbeck in Dorset, 

England.  This is a multi-functional landscape 

where numerous land uses (agriculture, 

nature conservation, tourism, military, 

mining, landfill) occupy a small land area. 

Professor Tibbett and his team will be 

considering the impacts of land uses on soil 

biodiversity with a particular interest in soil 

pH - biodiversity relationships. The overall 

objective of the project is to fill the knowledge 

gaps in the understanding of the complexity 

and functioning of soil systems and their 

interaction with human activities. 

  
 
Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

Training workshop in grassland 

ecology and management 

Last spaces are available for the University of 

Oxford one-day training workshop Grassland 

Ecology and Management on 21 June 2014.  

  

This workshop will give participants the 

opportunity to learn the ecology of key grass 

types in the UK with Dr Kerry Lock, Former 

Reserve Manager, at the lowland grassland 

reserve Chimney Meadows in Oxfordshire. 

 

The course will be of value to practitioners, 

students and volunteers looking to gain 

insight into key concepts and skills needed for 

grassland conservation and environmental 

management.  We would be grateful if list 

members would forward this information to 

colleagues, students, and alumni to whom it 

may be of interest. 

 

For further information and registration 

please visit www.conted.ox.ac.uk/gem or 

contact the course team on  

 

 

est@conted.ox.ac.uk and +44 (0)1865 

286953. 

 

Emerging Challenges and 
Opportunities in Soil Microbiology  
The Society for General Microbiology Focused 
Meeting on Emerging Challenges and 
Opportunities in Soil Microbiology will take 
place on 1-2 September 2014 at the University 
of Loughborough  
 
The online abstract submission system for this 
meeting is now open. The closing date for 
submissions is midday on Monday 30 June 
2014. To register click here.  Society 
Conference grants are available for eligible 
SGM members, including postgraduate 
students, postdocs and technicians. 
 

Field Techniques for Surveying 

Vegetation – online course 

Starting 17 September 2014 for five weeks. 

This part-time Masters level course enables 

students to gain the knowledge and skills 

necessary to conduct effective surveys of 

vegetation enabling them to choose the 

http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/gem
http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/gem
http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/gem
mailto:est@conted.ox.ac.uk
http://sgm.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58ac9d79206e254d766dbf291&id=0a0a897f24&e=1410252437
http://sgm.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58ac9d79206e254d766dbf291&id=0a0a897f24&e=1410252437
http://sgm.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58ac9d79206e254d766dbf291&id=bcaa0ae0b3&e=1410252437
http://sgm.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58ac9d79206e254d766dbf291&id=8e4c5d59b7&e=1410252437
http://www.sgm.ac.uk/en/grants-prizes/travel-research-funds.cfm/society-conference-grants
http://www.sgm.ac.uk/en/grants-prizes/travel-research-funds.cfm/society-conference-grants
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correct sampling strategies for a given 

vegetation sampling investigation.  Taught by 

Dr Jocelyne Hughes, this course offers expert 

training from a practical perspective, 

providing beginning to end coverage of 

vegetation surveys, and gives initial 

considerations and sampling strategies, an 

evaluation of a wide range of surveying 

methods and techniques, and guidance on 

analysing, handling and storing data. 

 

The course can be taken with or without 

academic credit to suit individual CPD and 

training requirements.  A special students rate 

is also available for currently registered 

graduate students.  For further details and 

how to join please visit 

www.conted.ox.ac.uk/vegetation or contact 

us on +44 (0)1865 286952 and 

est@conted.ox.ac.uk.  

 

2014 Molecular Microbial Ecology 

Group Meeting 

MMEG 2014 will be held at Bangor University 

on Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th of 

December, 2014. More details regarding the 

conference will follow in the summer. 

 

Meeting website: http://mmeg-

2014.bangor.ac.uk/index.php.en  

Twitter: @MMEG_2014 

 

Mine Closure 2014 

The University of the Witwatersrand (WITS), 

Johannesburg, South Africa will host the Mine 

Closure 2014 meeting on 1-3 October.  The 

theme is Transforming Wastes to Resources 

to Re-value Mining Liabilities in a Changing 

World, and includes restoration ecology and 

soil reclamation. Registration and abstract 

submission are open now.  See the 

conference website for more details. 

 

Congreso Latinoamericano de la 
Ciencia del Suelo 
The Latin American Congress of Soil Science 

will take place in Cuzco, Peru on 9-15 

November 2014.  This a great opportunity for 

Spanish-speakers.  For more details, see the 

website.   

 

 

 

Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative 

Conference 

The First GSBI Conference - Assessing Soil 

Biodiversity and its Role for Ecosystem 

Services, organised by the GSBI (Global Soil 

Biodiversity Initiative) and Ecofinders, will be 

held in Dijon, France, December 2-5th, 2014. 

This will be a dynamic international meeting 

summarizing the current state of knowledge 

and recent advancements in the science of 

soil biodiversity.  

 

The conference will provide a venue to meet 

and discuss current research efforts in soil 

biodiversity and its links to earth processes, 

and to promote interdisciplinary 

collaboration. The goal of this meeting is 

promote scientific research on the role of soil 

biodiversity for ecosystem functions and 

ecosystem services, and to integrate such 

understanding into international 

environmental agendas, sustainable policy 

and land management decisions.   For more 

details, see the conference website. 

www.conted.ox.ac.uk/vegetation
est@conted.ox.ac.uk%20
http://mmeg-2014.bangor.ac.uk/index.php.en
http://mmeg-2014.bangor.ac.uk/index.php.en
http://www.wits.ac.za/
http://www.mineclosure2014.com/
http://www.slcs.org.mx/
http://www.gsbiconference.elsevier.com/
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Job Opportunities 
 

RA in Ecology at Newcastle University 
We have for an RA Ecology on an EPSRC-

funded project: SUCCESS: Sustainable Urban 

Carbon Capture – Engineering Soils for 

Climate Change. 

 

Find details on how to apply here and position 

descriptions here.  

 

The job reference numbers are:  

D1523R RA Ecology 

D1524R RA Geotechnical Engineering 

D1525R RA Urban Sustainability 

 

Applicants should look at the details for all 

three posts, so they can see how the three 

positions relate to one another. 

 

Post-doc in Ecosystem Modeling of 
Biogeochemical Processes 
A post-doctoral position is available in the 
department of biological sciences at the 
University of Texas at El Paso. Candidates 
should have a Ph.D. in Biology, Ecology, 
Climate science, Earth system science, or a 
related field, and demonstrated strength in 
modeling ecosystem and/or biosphere-
atmosphere interactions. Demonstrated 
experience of working with land surface 
models (such as CLM) to quantify terrestrial 
feedbacks to the climate system is considered 
strongly beneficial. The successful applicant 
should have experience to conduct research 
on the impacts of global change on ecosystem 
function and land surface fluxes of trace gases 
(carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide), 
hydrological processes, or microbial 
biogeochemistry. Experience in modeling soil 
biogeochemical processes and the 
programming ability with FORTRAN and/or 
C++ are desirable. 
 
The successful candidate will have 
opportunities to work with a group of 
interdisciplinary scientists in the University of 
Texas at El Paso and other institutes in US and 

China. The position will be available from 
September, 2014 or as soon as possible 
thereafter. The position is for 2+ years with a 
competitive annual salary of >$45K. 
 
 To apply for this position, send the following 
information in one PDF file to Dr. Xiaofeng Xu 
with a subject of "postdoc application": cover 
letter, curriculum vitae, names and contact 
information for three references. Review of 
applications will begin on July 1st and 
continue until the position is filled. 
 

Plant Biologist, Eastern Illinois 
University 
The Department of Biological Sciences at 
Eastern Illinois University is seeking a 1-year 
temporary faculty teaching appointment for a 
plant biologist for the Fall 2014/Spring 2015 
academic year.  The candidate will teach 
courses primarily in botanical sciences 
including: Plant Physiology, Practical Botany, 
and Horticulture.  Teaching experience and a 
PhD (or equivalent experience) is preferred.  
This is a great opportunity for a junior 
scientist seeking upper level teaching 
experience.  We are currently reviewing 
candidates and the position will be open until 
filled.  Please send a letter of interest and CV 
electronically to:  
 
Karen F. Gaines, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair, Department of Biological 
Sciences Eastern Illinois University, 600 
Lincoln Ave., Charleston IL, 61920-3099 
(o) 217.581.6235; e-mail: kfgaines@eiu.edu  
 

2 Post-docs in Plant Pathology, 
Ecology and Metagenomics  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), 
Fredericton, New Brunswick 
(Canada) is looking for candidates for two 
post-doctoral fellowship positions of three 
years, to understand factors influencing the 
severity of common scab of potato. Common 
scab is a bacterial disease responsible for 
important economic losses every year and 
there is still no reliable method to control the 

http://www.ncl.ac.uk/vacancies/jobs/howtoapply
https://www15.i-grasp.com/fe/tpl_newcastle02.asp?KEY=80739047&C=835635871534&PAGESTAMP=dbgjmjttthcptwtoii&nexts=INIT_JOBLISTSTART&nextss=&mode=1&newQuery=yes&searchrefno=&searchdepartment=95&searchfunction=4183&searchjobgenerallist1id=0&searchtext=&formsubmit4=Search+and+Apply
http://www.utep.edu/
mailto:xxu2@utep.edu
mailto:kfgaines@eiu.edu
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disease. This is due to a poor understanding of 
the dynamic of the pathogenic Streptomyces 
population, of the influence of agricultural 
practices and of the biotic and abiotic factors 
influencing the severity of common scab. The 
project’s overall goal is to develop innovative 
control methods for common scab of potato.  
The specific objectives of the project are 1) to 
measure the effect of biopesticide and 
agricultural practices on common scab 
(position 1) and 2) to compare the biotic 
(microbial communities using metagenomics) 
and abiotic (edaphic and environmental) 
factors between healthy and common scab 
infected fields (position 2).   
 
Applicants should have experience in plant 
pathology, molecular biology and next 
generation sequencing of microbial 
communities (position 2).  
 
Knowledge of English is required. The 
candidate needs to be Canadian  
citizen or permanent resident and meet the 
criteria of the NSERC Visiting  
Fellowship in Canadian Government 
Laboratories Program. The position will be 
opened until filled; suggested start date is 
September.  Please send a resume to: Dr. 
Claudia Goyer, Potato Research Centre, AAFC, 
Fredericton, NB. Fax: (506) 460-4377.  
 

Postdoc in Soil Biology/Ecology at 
Michigan State University 
A postdoctoral research associate position is 
available starting September 1, 2014 in the 
newly established Soil Biology laboratory of 
Dr. Lisa Tiemann in the Department of Plant, 
Soil and Microbial Sciences at Michigan State 
University. I am seeking a highly motivated 
individual to work with me on an ongoing 
project in western Uganda, exploring the 
causes and consequences of soil fertility loss 
around Kibale National Park. This research is 
funded through NSF’s Science, Engineering 
and Education for Sustainability (SEES) 
program and as such, provides unique 
opportunities for interdisciplinary research 
experience in the areas of soil microbial 
ecology, biogeochemistry and social science. 
See the project summary for details. 

 
The position will include the following 
activities and responsibilities: 
 
* Travel to Uganda for 4-6weeks in both 
January-February and summer 2015 where 
the research associate will oversee collection 
of household survey data and soil samples 
and soil fertility education efforts in local 
primary schools. 
* Laboratory duties will include conducting 
and/or overseeing soil biogeochemical 
analyses and molecular work including DNA 
and RNA extraction, PCR, and qPCR.   
* Assist with lab organization and mentoring 
undergraduate students working in the lab. 
 
The successful candidate must have a Ph.D. in 
soil biology, soil ecology, biogeochemistry or a 
closely related field with preference given to 
those with experience working in agricultural 
or managed systems and a working 
knowledge of GIS. Strong candidates will also 
possess the following attributes: 
 
* A strong publication record from their Ph.D. 
* Creativity, independence, and the desire to 
learn new things. 
* The ability to implement outreach and 
education activities. 
* Excellent communication skills 
 
The position is available for 2 years anf 
includes a competitive salary and full benefits.  
Application review will begin immediately and 
will continue until the position is filled. A start 
date of September 1, 2014 is preferred, but is 
flexible. All questions about the position and 
application materials should be submitted to 
lisa.tiemann@unh.edu. Applications should 
include a brief cover letter (no more than 2-
pages) that highlights past research 
accomplishments and describes future 
research goals, experiences applicable to 
working in a developing country, curriculum 
vitae and the names and contact information 
for three references. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PD-NP/Laboratories-Laboratoires/index_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PD-NP/Laboratories-Laboratoires/index_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PD-NP/Laboratories-Laboratoires/index_eng.asp
mailto:claudia.goyer@agr.gc.ca
mailto:claudia.goyer@agr.gc.ca
http://lisatiemann.weebly.com/soil-sustainability-in-uganda.html
mailto:lisa.tiemann@unh.edu
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Agroecology Postdoc at Penn State 
We are seeking a Postdoctoral Research 
Associate in Agroecology at the Pennsylvania 
State University. This position is part of a 
dynamic team of scientists assessing the 
ecosystem service benefits of cover cropping 
and the degree to which those benefits can be 
enhanced with multi-species mixtures.  The 
individual in this position would deepen our 
team’s capacity to understand plant-soil-
insect interactions or some subset of these 
interactions (e.g. plant-soil, plant-insect, soil-
insect).  Two areas of particular interest are: 
1) field research in ecosystem ecology and/or 
2) synthetic analyses of previously collected 
soil, plant, and insect data.  
 
The postdoc will be encouraged to pursue 
their own research nested in our larger study, 
and help lead the data synthesis.  In addition, 
mentoring and participation in grant writing 
will occur.  Our team has a strong track record 
of placing sustainable agriculture postdocs in 
tenure track faculty positions throughout the 
country.  The supervisor for this position will 
be Jason Kaye (jpk12 at psu dot edu) in the 
Department of Ecosystem Science and 
Management, and key collaborators are David 
Mortensen (Plant Sciences), and Mary 
Barbercheck (Entomology). Feel free to 
contact us to discuss the position. 
 
Required qualifications include: (1) Ph.D. at 
the time of application in Ecology, 
Biogeochemistry, Plant Science, Agronomy, 
Entomology, Soil Science or a closely related 
discipline, (2) excellent writing skills and 
documented ability to serve as lead author in 
publishing papers, (3) strong quantitative 
ecology skills.  Apply online to job # 51480 at 
http://psu.jobs/Search/Opportunities.html 
 

Social media editor for AoB Plants 

The online journal AoB PLANTS welcomes 
applications for the part-time position of 
Social Media Editor.  Published by Oxford 
University Press, AoB PLANTS is an open-
access journal that has been publishing peer-
reviewed articles in all aspects of basic and 
applied plant biology since 2010, with an 
intensifying focus on environmental biology.  

AoB PLANTS already has a presence in social 
media but wants to intensify these efforts.  
The journal has a Facebook page, Twitter 
account, and contributes regularly to the AoB 
Blog. In addition, the journal’s publisher, 
Oxford University Press (OUP), is active in 
social media and welcomes posts from AoB 
PLANTS. 
 
The Social Media Editor will be charged with 
maintaining and expanding the journal’s 
presence in social media, with the general 
objective of increasing the journal’s visibility, 
influence and reputation.  The Social Media 
Editor should have a graduate degree 
(preferably a Ph.D.) in biology with 
demonstrated research experience in some 
area of the plant sciences.  He/she must also 
have: 
 
• In-depth knowledge of social-media tools 
and applications.  
• Excellent computer, web, and software 
skills. 
• Excellent communication skills. 
• Ability to work effectively with the Chief 
Editor, Managing Editor, and members of the 
editorial and publishing staffs.  
• Ability to work independently and 
proactively with minimal supervision. 
 
The appointment for the Social Media Editor 
will be 6–8 hours weekly.  Salary level will be 
negotiable and based on previous experience.  
Preference will be given to candidates with 
expertise in environmental biology, which is a 
major area of focus for AoB PLANTS.  The ideal 
candidate for this part-time position will be a 
practicing plant biologist with an institutional 
appointment.  He/she need not be based in a 
specific location, but preference will be given 
to applicants located in California (to facilitate 
interactions with the Chief Editor and 
Managing Editor).   
 
If interested in this position, please send a 
cover letter and CV to the Chief Editor of AoB 
PLANTS (Dr. Hall Cushman) and Managing 
Editor (Gail Rice), outlining your background 
and interests in the position.   
 

http://psu.jobs/Search/Opportunities.html
http://aobplants.oxfordjournals.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AoBPLANTS
https://twitter.com/AoB_PLANTS
https://twitter.com/AoB_PLANTS
http://aobblog.com/
http://aobblog.com/
mailto:cushman@sonoma.edu
mailto:rice@aobplants.org
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Studentships and Internships 
 

PhD Opportunity in Agroecology 
Location: Montana State University.  
Bozeman, MT. 
Project summary. The Northern Great Plains is 
a leading producer of conventional and 
organic small grain, pulse, and oilseed crops; 
but management options are limited by highly 
variable precipitation, easily eroded soils, and 
invasive species.  We are looking for a highly 
motivated and self-directing student who is 
interested in starting an agroecology PhD 
project in fall 2014.  Our research focuses on 
evaluating biological and environmental 
factors constraining the sustainability of 
cropping systems across the Great Plain 
region, but the specific focus of PhD research 
project will be defined by the student and the 
advisors. Funding is secured for a 36-month 
research appointment, $25,000/year.  The 
research will involve frequent and overnight 
travel to and from research sites within 
Montana. 
 
Successful candidates will be members of a 
vibrant, interdisciplinary team of researchers 
on agroecology 
(http://weedeco.msu.montana.edu).  
Candidates must hold a MS degree in ecology, 
agroecology, entomology, weed science, plant 
science, animal science, pathology, or related 
field.  An excellent work ethic, team player 
ability, and proficiency in English language 
(written and oral) are required. Submit 1) 
Letter of application describing career goals 
and research interests as they could be 
applied to the Northern Great Plains, 2) 
Resume and transcripts, and 3) Names, 
addresses, phone numbers and email 
addresses of three references. GRE and TOEFL 
scores (if required) are mandatory. 
Electronic applications are accepted.  
Applications should be sent to: 
Dr. Fabian Menalled; 406-994-4783 Dr. Lisa 
Rew, (406) 994-7966. 
 

 
 

Graduate Assistantship in Terrestrial 
Ecosystem Ecology 
Ruth Yanai is looking for one more graduate 
student, MS or PhD, to participate in a large, 
multi-investigator project on terrestrial 
nutrient limitation in northern hardwood 
forests. Field sites are located at Hubbard 
Brook, Jeffers Brook, and Bartlett 
Experimental Forests in the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire. Since 2011, thirteen 
stands have been receiving N, P, N&P, and 
control treatments in 0.25-ha plots, and six 
stands also have a Ca plot. We welcome 
inquiries from prospective students interested 
in above- or below-ground questions related 
to nutrient cycling and tradeoffs involved in 
multiple resource acquisition. See the 
webpage for more project information. 
 
Ideally, students start during the summer to 
become familiar with the field sites and our 
research activities. Field experience and the 
ability to live in a group setting are essential. 
See the field crew blog for more.   
 
In addition to projects in New Hampshire, 
collaborative opportunities exist for students 
interested in uncertainty analysis through the 
QUEST Research Coordination Network.  
 
Funding will consist of a combination of 
research and teaching assistantships (ability 
to TA General Chemistry or GIS would be a 
plus). Prospective students may apply to the 
Department of Forest and Natural Resources 
Management or the Program in 
Environmental Science, both at the SUNY 
College of Environmental Science and 
Forestry, Syracuse, NY. 
 
Please contact Heather Engelman for access 
to additional password-protected documents; 
we appreciate communicating with students 
as part of the application process.  
 
 
 

http://weedeco.msu.montana.edu/
mailto:Menalled@montana.edu
mailto:lrew@montana.edu
mailto:lrew@montana.edu
http://www.esf.edu/melnhe
http://shoestringproject.wordpress.com/
http://quantifyinguncertainty.org/
mailto:forestecology@esf.edu
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Graduate studentships in plant and 
microbial evolutionary ecology 
The Shefferson lab at the Dept of General 
Systems Studies at the University of Tokyo’s 
Komaba Campus is recruiting graduate 
students at both the MS and PhD levels. 
 
The Shefferson lab specializes in plant and 
microbial evolutionary ecology. We have a 
particular focus on evolutionary demography, 
population dynamics, and life history 
evolution, although we also work extensively 
on plant-fungal symbiosis and coevolution. 
 
The following are examples of current 
projects that graduate students may wish to 
be involved in: 
 
1.     Life history evolution and evolutionary 
dynamics in exceptionally long-lived plants 

2.     Plant micro- and macro-evolution under 
mycorrhizal influence 
3.     The evolutionary impacts of conservation 
management 
4.     The influence of individual history on 
evolutionary dynamics 
 
The Shefferson lab is global in its scope, with 
active field sites in the USA, Europe, and 
Central America. We have previously 
collaborated on projects in Japan, China, and 
Taiwan. Although we work with all plants, we 
are particularly interested in herbaceous 
plants.   
 
If interested, please contact me at: 

E-mail：cdorm@mail.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
HTML: www.sheffersonlab.com 
 

  

 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 

 31 July 2014 – Abstract deadline for GSBI Conference 

 10-15 August 2014 – Ecological Society of American annual meeting, Sacramento, CA 

 1-2 September – SGM meeting: Emerging Challenges and Opportunities in Soil Microbiology, 

Loughborough, UK 

 3-13 September 2014 – ALTER-Net summer school, Peyresq, France 

 8 September 2014 – BES grant deadline 

 16-17 October 2014 – PSE/PEPG joint meeting, Carbon cycling: from plants to ecosystems, 

Manchester, UK 

 2-5 December 2014 – First Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative (GSBI) Conference, Dijon, France 

 10-12 December 2014 – British Ecological Society & Société Française d'Ecologie Joint Annual 

Meeting, Lille, France 

 15-16 December 2014 – MMEG meeting, Bangor, UK 
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
Follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Franciska De Vries, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester 
Mike Whitfield, Trinity College Dublin 
Sarah Pierce, Imperial College London (Student Representative) 
 
Also affiliated are Emma Sayer, The Open University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences; Tim Daniell, The James Hutton Institute; and Dave Johnson, Aberdeen University. Richard 
Bardgett, The University of Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 
 
Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  All information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Sarah Pierce, and they will be included in 
the next issue. 
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