
 

 
 

 

Bulletin December 2013 
 

Welcome to the December Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin.  As the year draws to an end, it’s a 
good time to reflect on how far the SIG has come and to start planning for the new year ahead.  
We’re coming up to the anniversary of our first SIG event – a social night during the 2012 BES Annual 
Meeting in Birmingham.  Approximately 20 people came along then to find out more about this new 
group, and now we’ve expanded to around 170 members.  It’s been fantastic to see the group grow 
and take shape over the past year, but we need your help to maintain the momentum.  As well as 
the usual event, job and studentship listings, this bulletin also includes a call for symposia ideas for 
the joint BES/SFE meeting in Lille next year and a request for input into a new PSE blog and journal 
club (see the News section for details).  If you have any ideas or feedback, please get in touch.  
Happy holidays! 

Sarah Pierce 
PSE Student Representative 
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News 
 

Lille symposium topics 
The call for symposia has been out for a while, 
and of course we want to organise a Plants, 
Soils, Ecosystem symposium for this meeting! 
I have already had a few suggestions from 
people, and lots of ideas from our meeting in 
October, but rather than the committee 
deciding on the theme, we would like your 
input and involvement! 
 
So, if you have an idea and would like to 
organise a symposium under the Plants, Soils, 
Ecosystems flag (and organising a linked 
event) send me an email with: 

 1 proposed topic with a very short 
rationale (couple of sentences) 

 2 proposed speakers 

 3 proposed organisers  
 

Keep in mind the call for symposia which puts 
special emphasis on Horizon 2020 themes and 
involvement of French organisers and/or 
speakers. 
 
The deadline for the call is 31 January 2014, 
so email me (Franciska) your ideas before 13 
December 2013 (this deadline will be strictly 
enforced!). 
 
There can only be one official Plants, Soils, 
Ecosystem symposium, but of course 
everyone is free to submit their suggested 
symposiums to the BES, and they can still be 
sponsored by Plants, Soils, Ecosystems. If 
more than one of these is accepted, we could 
even organise a Plants, Soils, Ecosystems 
symposium trail, and organise an event that 
links them! 
 

PSE Journal Club Blog  
A few members of the group have been 
working on the idea of starting an online PSE 
journal club, where a different paper would 
be selected every week or two, a short 
summary and impressions of the paper would 
be posted by one of the blog team, and then 
we could discuss it either via comments, 
twitter or another way.   
 

A few groups are trying to do this sort of thing 
with mixed results depending on how much 
engagement there is with it.  Those of us 
thinking of starting it feel it would be useful 
for us as a stimulus to both read and discuss 
more.  We also thought it would be 
particularly useful for people who are just 
starting in PSE related research, or are based 
in small research groups or in groups where 
most members are working on different 
topics. 
 
Before we start a journal club, we’d like to 
know what members think.  Would you read a 
journal club blog?  Would you comment or 
contribute to discussions, and if so, would you 
prefer they take place on twitter, through 
blog comments, or some other way?  Would 
you be interested in being part of the blog 
team and regularly submitting short posts 
about papers?  Would you be interested in 
submitting a one-off guest post (possibly 
about your favourite paper)?   
 
If there is enough interest from the group, 
we’ll aim to have it up and running early in 
the new year.  Please send us your feedback 
(via email or twitter) and we’ll keep you 
updated! 
 

Special Issue of AoB PLANTS on Plant 
Responses to Climate Change  
AoB PLANTS is soliciting submissions for an 
upcoming Special Issue to be published in 
2014 titled 'Scaling Effects Regulating Plant 
Response to Global Change.'  AoB PLANTS is 
an open-access, nonprofit journal established 
in 2010, published by Oxford University Press, 
and indexed in Web of Science.  The journal is 
growing rapidly and is intensifying its focus on 
environmental biology.  Its first Impact Factor 
score will be released in June.   
 
Edited by Elise Gornish (University of 
California, Davis) and Sebastian Leuzinger 
(Auckland University of Technology), this 
Special Issue will focus on the relationship 
between plant responses to global change 
and scale.  A growing number of studies 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/call-for-symposia/
mailto:Franciska%20De%20vries%20%3cfranciska.devries@MANCHESTER.AC.UK%3e
mailto:besplantsoileco@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/BESPlantSoilEco
http://aobplants.oxfordjournals.org/
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suggest that the responses of plants to 
various forms of climate change frequently 
vary substantially with the temporal and 
spatial scale of the study.  Prominent 
examples include changes in effect size or 
even reversals in sign as experiments continue 
over many years or decades.  Similarly, the 
effect sizes of climate-change studies often 
decrease with increasing level of organization 
(e.g., from leaf to tree).  There is an urgent 
need to synthesize this complexity and to 
quantify effect sizes and over-arching trends 
that are emerging across large spatial, 
temporal and organizational dimensions.  This 
special issue will offer a broad perspective on 

global-change research, dealing with effect 
sizes across ecosystems, temporal and spatial 
scales, and organizational levels.   
 
If you are interested in submitting a paper for 
inclusion in this Special Issue, please send 
details to Guest Editor Elise Gornish and the 
Chief Editor of AoB PLANTS, Hall Cushman.   
 
Papers submitted to AoB PLANTS undergo 
double-blind peer evaluation and receive first 
decisions quickly (typically within 30-40 days 
of submission).  Additionally, all open-access 
fees for AoB PLANTS have been waived until 
2015.   

 
 
Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

Molecular Microbial Ecology Group 
Meeting (MMEG-2013) 

The next MMEG Meeting will be organised by 
the University of Essex (and held at the 
FirstSite Gallery in Colchester) on Monday 
16th and Tuesday 17th December, 2013.  All 
details including the programme are on the 
MMEG-2013 website. 
 

Course: Geometric Morphometrics 
with plants 
April 22-26, Barcelona 
Registration is open for the course 
"GEOMETRIC MORPHOMETRICS WITH 
PLANTS". 
 
Instructors will be Dr. Klingenberg (University 
of Manchester, UK) and MSc Flatcher 
(Universities of Innsbruck and Vienna, 
Austria).  The course will be held at Els 
Hostalets de Pierola, Barcelona (Spain). 
More information is available on the website.  
 
It is organized by Transmitting Science, The 
Institut Català de Paleontologia Miquel 
Crusafont and the Centre de Restauració i 
Interpretació Paleontologica de els Hostalets 
de Pierola. 
 
This course offers a self-contained 
introduction to geometric morphometrics 

with a special focus on applications in plant 
evolution and development. Plant-specific 
aspects of data acquisition and evaluation are 
discussed, and the particular possibilities of 
geometric morphometrics in plants will be 
highlighted. Lectures about general 
morphological and developmental 
characteristics of plants are combined with an 
introduction to the concepts and techniques 
of shape analysis. Finally, advanced methods 
such as regression analyses, modularity tests 
and comparative phylogenetic analyses are 
presented. This theoretical basis is 
complemented by hands-on demonstrations 
of data collection and analyses. The main 
focus of the course will be on landmark 
morphometrics, but a brief introduction and 
discussion of outline methods and 
semilandmarks is also provided. If there are 
participants who already have collected their 
own data, they are encouraged to bring these 
data for conducting analyses and discussing 
results. 
 

33rd New Phytologist Symposium  
The 33rd New Phytologis Symposium, 
Networks of Power & Influence: ecology & 
evolution of symbioses between plants & 
mycorrhizal fungi, will be held at theSwiss 
Federal Research Institute, Agroscope, Zurich, 
Switzerland on 14–16 May 2014. 

mailto:egornish@ucdavis.edu
mailto:cushman@sonoma.edu
http://www.essex.ac.uk/bs/conferences/mmeg_2013.aspx
http://www.transmittingscience.org/courses/gm/gm-and-plants/
http://www.newphytologist.org/symposiums/view/4
http://www.newphytologist.org/symposiums/view/4
http://www.newphytologist.org/symposiums/view/4
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Mycorrhizal fungi form symbiotic associations 
with the majority of plants and play a key role 
in almost all ecosystems. Major gaps in our 
understanding of the symbiosis between 
plants and mycorrhizal fungi have been 
addressed in recent years, but at the same 
time there are still several pressing questions 
to be resolved. These include:  
 
(1) Which traits can be used to characterize 
functional diversity in mycorrhizas and is it 
possible to link functional diversity to 
ecosystem functioning?  
(2) How are mycorrhizal networks organized, 
how do they function and how do plants 
interact with multiple partners and 
symbionts?  
(3) How are fluxes of carbon and nutrients 
between partners regulated and how are 
signals exchanged?  
(4) What is the role of mycorrhizas in soil food 
webs and what controls the dynamics of 
mycorrhizal fungal populations in space and 
time?  
(5) What is the mycorrhizal contribution to 
the sustainability of ecosystems and can 
mycorrhizal fungi be used for sustainable 
plant production? 
 
New tools and concepts are required to 
answer these questions.  In this symposium, 
we will bring together a wide range of 
scientists from different disciplines working 
on mycorrhizal fungi and plant–microbe 
interactions. We aim to provide an overview 
of the advances in mycorrhizal ecology in the 
last decade. In addition to this, specific talks 
will highlight new research areas and address 
the big questions for future research. 

 
11th European Dry Grassland Meeting  
European Steppes and Semi-natural Dry 
Grasslands: Ecology, Transformation and 
Restoration  

  
Place: Tula, Russia 
Time: 5-15 June 2014 
(with optional post-symposium excursions) 
 
See the conference homepage for more 
information and online registration.  
Registration deadline is 31 January 2014. 

 
The 5th Annual Summer Soil Institute  
The Summer Soil Institute is your opportunity 
to gain an integrated perspective with world-
renowned faculty to address critical soil 
ecological questions using current analytical 
techniques, experimental approaches, and 
instructional models. 
 
Topics covered during the Summer Soil 
Institute will be directed towards answering: 

 What are the physical, chemical and 
biological components of soil? 

 What do molecular techniques tell us about 
soil biodiversity? 

 How does soil chemistry affect carbon and 
nutrient cycling? 

 How are soil processes affected by global 
change? 

 
The 5th Annual Summer Soil Institute (SSI 
2014) is designed for graduate and advanced 
undergraduate students, post-docs, 
professionals, and faculty.  SSI 2014 will be 
held on June 15-28, 2014, and is located at 
the confluence of the Rocky Mountains and 
the Great Plains, at Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, CO 
  
For more information and to apply, please 
visit our website. After reviewing the website, 
if you are interested in attending SSI this year, 
and would like more information, please 
email us at: soil@nrel.colostate.edu.    
Applications are due March 3, 2014.  
 

 
 
 

http://www.edgg.org/edgg_meeting_2014.html
http://soilinstitute.nrel.colostate.edu/
mailto:soil@nrel.colostate.edu


5  December 2013 
 

 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

Post-Doctoral Researcher in Tropical 
Forest Plant Ecophysiology:São Paulo, 
Brazil 
An exciting opportunity exists for an 
experienced researcher to play a lead role in 
the THEMATIC RESEARCH PROJECT BIOTA-
FAPESP/NERC-UK ECOFOR: Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Functioning in degraded and 
recovering Amazonian and Atlantic 
Forests (FAPESP 2012/51872-5 ).  
 
The project coordinators are Profs. Carlos A 
Joly Biology Institute/UNICAMP-Brazil and Jos 
Barlow Univ. Lancaster – UK. The post-
doctoral position will be funded by a FAPESP 
grant and will use Plant Ecophysiology 
approaches to develop detailed trait-based 
and phylogenetic understanding of the plant 
community along a transect of preserved, 
degraded and recovering Atlantic Forests in 
the Paraiba do Sul Valley, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
More details at Nature Jobs and FAPESP. 
 

Professor for ecosystem functioning 
and ecosystem services 

Leuphana University of Luneberg seeks to fill a 
professorial position within the Institute of 
Ecology at the Faculty of Sustainability at the 
earliest possible date.  For more details, see 
the Leuphana website. 
 

Post-doctoral opportunity in Global 
Synthesis Ecology  
University of Minnesota, Institute on the 
Environment 
 
We are seeking applications for a post-
doctoral associate in global synthesis ecology 
to work with Drs. Elizabeth Borer and Peter 
Reich at the University of Minnesota's 
Institute on the Environment (IonE, 
http://environment.umn.edu/). The 
appointment is for one year (with potential 
for renewal), to begin as soon as possible.  
 
The scientific goal of this position is to identify 
important global-scale ecological problems 
and address them through synthesis of 

existing data and experimental networks (e.g. 
traits data, plant community data, flux towers, 
experimental manipulations of ecosystems, 
and remote sensing data).  The successful 
candidate will have two inter-related 
responsibilities: (1) to work with existing and 
nascent grassroots networks to provide 
coordination, organize workshops, and 
facilitate connections to promote scientific 
synergy within this growing research 
community, and (2) to participate scientifically 
in those endeavors and synthesize across 
network datasets, where possible.   
  
Questions about this position should be 
addressed to Drs. Elizabeth Borer, or Peter 
Reich.  Apply for this position (Requisition 
#188141) via the University of Minnesota 
Office of Human Resources website. 
 

Post-doctoral opportunity in Microbial 
Ecology and Evolution 
University of Minnesota 
 
Our research group seeks to hire two to three 
post-doctoral associates in the ecology and 
evolution of plant-associated microbes.  
Successful applicants will work on an 
experimental project with global reach as part 
of a team of ecologists and evolutionary 
biologists spanning the University of 
Minnesota's departments of Ecology, 
Evolution, and Behavior and Plant Pathology.  
The appointment is for one year (with 
potential for renewal), to begin as soon as 
possible. The scientific goal of these positions 
is to examine the abiotic and biotic predictors 
and functional significance of fungal, 
bacterial, and viral symbionts of plant hosts, 
and determine plant microbiome effects on 
disease transmission.   
Successful applicants will have the 
opportunity to work with mathematical 
modelers to use empirically-derived 
parameter values and test predictive models. 
We are particularly interested in applicants 
with metagenomics or organismal expertise in 
microbial biology and training in community 
ecology or evolutionary biology.  Successful 

http://www.bv.fapesp.br/en/auxilios/81891/ecofor-biodiversity-and-ecosystem-functioning-in-degraded-and-recovering-amazonian-and-atlantic-fore/
http://www.nature.com/naturejobs/science/jobs/352710-post-doctoral-researcher-in-tropical-forest-plant-ecophysiology
http://www.fapesp.br/oportunidades/529
http://www.leuphana.de/bewerben/jobs-und-karriere/professuren/ansicht-professuren/datum/2013/11/13/professor-for-ecosystem-functioning-and-ecosystem-services-w2w3.html
http://environment.umn.edu/
mailto:borer@umn.edu
mailto:reich@umn.edu
mailto:reich@umn.edu
http://www.employment.umn.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=116176
http://www.employment.umn.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=116176


6  December 2013 
 

 
 

applicants will have experience and ability in 
laboratory techniques necessary for high-
throughput sequencing and quantitative skills 
for manipulating and analyzing metagenomic 
or ecological datasets.   
A conceptual overview of the larger project is 
described in Borer et al. 2013.  Questions 

about this position should be addressed to Dr. 
Elizabeth Borer.  Review of applications will 
begin on 10 December 2013.  Apply for this 
position (Requisition #188311) via the 
University of Minnesota Human Resources 
website. 

 
 
Studentships 
 

4 funded PhD studentships at 
University of Aberdeen 
4 exciting PhD studentships focusing on 
multitrophic interactions in agri-
ecosystemsare available for October 2014.  
 
1) How Do Aphids Regulate the Functioning 
of Microorganisms in the Rhizosphere? 
BBSRC funded Supervisors: Drs David Johnson 
(University of Aberdeen), Lucy Gilbert (James 
Hutton Institute) and Mike Birkett 
(Rothamsted Research)  
 
2) Rice-Nematode-Mycorrhizal Interactions. 
BBSRC funded. Supervisors: Prof Adam Price 
and Dr David Johnson (University of 
Aberdeen)  
Deadline for applications for projects 1 & 2 
above: Monday 16th December.  
 
3) Managing soils to promote plant defence 
against pests Funded by the Scottish Food 
Security Alliance (SFSA). Supervisors: Drs 
David Johnson (University of Aberdeen), Lucy 
Gilbert and Ali Karley (James Hutton Institute).  
 
4) Host Identity and Climate as Determinants 
of Ectomycorrhizal Fungal Distribution in 
Scotland Funded by the Macaulay 
Development Trust and University of 
Aberdeen. Supervisors: Dr Andy Taylor and 
Prof Robin Pakeman (James Hutton Institute) 
and Dr David Johnson (University of 
Aberdeen) 
Deadline for applications for projects 3 &4: 
Friday 24th January 2014 
 
Eligibility and application: Candidates should 
hold, or expect to obtain, a First or Upper 

Second Class Honours degree or a Masters 
degree or an equivalent qualification.  
 
To apply go to 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/clsm/graduate/resear
ch/eastbio-bbsrc-phd-studentships-2014-
452.php, http://www.sfsa-crops.org/ or 
adverts on FindaPhD.com  
Contact David Johnson by email: 
D.Johnson@abdn.ac.uk 
 

BBSRC DTP Studentships in 
Manchester 
There are a number of PhD studentships in 
plant-soil interactions advertised at the 
University of Manchester, with the application 
deadline of December 6th 

 

Plants, parasites and microbes: how parasitic 
plants change the soil rhizosphere community 
and function – Jenny Rowntree, Ian Roberts, 
and Richard Bardgett: 
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.u
k/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1506 
 
Soil microbial response to climate change: 
impacts on plant growth and fitness – Richard 
Bardgett, Magnus Rattray, and Ian Roberts: 
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.u
k/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1424 
 
Digging deeper: the role of plant roots in soil 
carbon sequestration – Franciska de Vries, 
Roy Goodacre, and Richard Bardgett: 
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.u
k/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1445. 
 
The links above provide more information on 
the projects and contact details of the 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.baae.2013.08.009
mailto:borer@umn.edu
mailto:borer@umn.edu
https://employment.umn.edu/applicants/jsp/shared/position/JobDetails_css.jsp?postingId=657343
https://employment.umn.edu/applicants/jsp/shared/position/JobDetails_css.jsp?postingId=657343
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1506
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1506
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1424
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1424
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1445
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/projects/studentship.aspx?id=1445
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supervisors. The online application form can 
be found here.  More BBSRC DTP projects at 
the University of Manchester can be found 
here.   

 
Graduate position in urban ecosystem 
ecology available at Boston University  
Department of Earth & Environment 
Program in Terrestrial Biogeosciences 
Boston University 
 
From Lucy Hutyra ot ECOLOG: I invite PhD 
applications to work in my lab beginning fall 
2014 in the areas of urban ecology, carbon 
cycling, biogeochemistry, forest ecology, 
global change biology and/or closely related 
fields. Applicants should be independent and 
highly motivated with previous academic 
research and/or field experience.   
 
I encourage prospective students to contact 
me directly to discuss potential projects and 
to set up possible interviews. Formal review 
of applications will begin in our department 
January 15, 2014, but interested applicants 
should contact me before the application 
deadline if possible. 
 
For more information, see: 
http://people.bu.edu/lrhutyra/ 
www.bu.edu/earth/ 
http://www.bu.edu/bio-geo/ 
 

Studentships at Iowa State University 
The Department of Ecology, Evolution and 
Organismal Biology at Iowa State University 
has a strong and growing group of ecologists. 
The many faculty are actively recruiting MS 
and PhD students for the fall 2014: 
 

 Brent Danielson:  Community ecology, 
especially of small mammals or mammal-
driven - plant communities.  

 Diane Debinski: Grassland restoration, 
pollinator conservation and climate change.   

 Stan Harpole: Biodiversity, species 
coexistence and global change.   

 Kirsten Hofmockel: Metagenomics of 
microbial communities. We are especially 
interested in how plant-microbe interactions 

mediate biogeochemical responses to global 
climate change. 

 Kirk Moloney: Plant population and 
community ecology in a spatial context, with 
an emphasis on invasive species.   

 Brian Wilsey:  Ecology and restoration of 
prairie grasslands.  

   
Research and teaching assistantships and a 
variety of fellowship opportunities are open 
to students. Students may apply to one of the 
interdepartmental graduate programs, such 
as Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 
Interdepartmental Genetics or Bioinformatics 
and Computational Biology. The deadline for 
receipt of all application materials for 
graduate programs is 10 January 2014, 
although earlier submission is encouraged to 
ensure full consideration for available 
fellowships.  
 

PhD Position at Cambridge University 
The newly established Ecosystems and Global 
Change Group (EGC) at the University of 
Cambridge has a fully-funded 3-year PhD 
studentship available for EU/EEA residents.  
Interested PhD candidates from outside the 
EEA can contact Dr Tanentzap to explore 
other funding options. 
 
The EGC group studies how disturbances alter 
the functioning and biodiversity of the world's 
ecosystems in order to generate solutions for 
mitigating the impacts of global change.  The 
successful candidate will test how 
evolutionary history influences ecosystem 
functioning and patterns of biodiversity.  They 
will develop theory with experiments 
involving microbial and plankton communities 
and test the generality of predictions by 
analysing large-scale vegetation datasets.  
Comparative phylogenetic approaches will be 
used to reconstruct the evolution of selected 
functional traits that influence species 
dynamics and ecosystem functioning.  There 
will also be the potential to learn molecular 
biology techniques and use these to identify, 
and measure the expression of, genes 
underlying functional traits within an 
evolutionary framework. 
 

https://pgapplication.manchester.ac.uk/psp/umgap/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/UM_GAP_MNU.UM_GAP_IDENTIFY.GBL
http://www.dtpstudentships.manchester.ac.uk/
http://people.bu.edu/lrhutyra/
http://www.bu.edu/earth/
http://www.bu.edu/bio-geo/
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~jessie/
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~debinski/
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~harpole
http://www.kirstenhofmockel.org/
http://kmoloney.public.iastate.edu/
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~bwilsey/homepage.htm
http://www.grad-college.iastate.edu/EEB/
http://www.genetics.iastate.edu/
http://www.bcb.iastate.edu/
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Please email a cover letter describing research 
interests and experience, CV, and the names 
of 2-3 referees to Andrew Tanentzap before 
the 10th of December 2013.  Candidates with 
strong quantitative skills and a record of 
excellence in scientific publishing are 
especially encouraged to apply.  For further 
details see: 
www.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/research/andrewtan
entzap 
 

PhD in carbon cycling at the University 
of Nottingham 
Project Title: Carbon cycling in different land 
use types and underutilised crop systems in 
Malaysia 
 
Project Description: A major challenge for 
agro-ecosystems is to maintain the ecosystem 
services provided by the natural system they 
replace. Current land use conversion from 
natural forest to oil palm plantation is 
associated with losses in diversity and 
changes in carbon and nutrient cycling. 
This project will examine the extent to which 
underutilised crops and varying land use types 
(e.g. different plantation types, intercropping 
or underutilised cropping strategies) compare 
with the carbon cycling in tropical forests. This 
project will address distinct questions 
outlined below to determine how these 
cropping strategies or specific crops are able 
to contribute to, or alter C dynamics and the 
nature of these changes. Additionally, this 
project will aim to determine if using 
underutilised crops within a more diverse 
agricultural landscape will enable the reduced 
use of additional, external nutrient inputs. 
This would both contribute to the economic 
viability of plant species and also their 
ecological sustainability.  
 
The PhD programme will include work at both 
the UK and Malaysia campus of the University 
of Nottingham. At the UK campus the 

candidate will carry out method development, 
analysis and focused mesocosm experiments 
while the field work will be carried out in 
Malaysia. 
 
Background information to the Crops for the 
future research centre can be found at CFFRC 
website.  The position will be supervised by 
Sofie Sjogersten (UoN) and Stephanie Evers 
(UNMC) 
 
For further details please contact Sofie 
Sjogersten. 

 
Graduate Assistantships in 
Environmental Geoscience, Saint Louis 
University 
The Department of Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences at Saint Louis University solicits 
applications for full-time M.S. or Ph.D. 
students to conduct research in the field of 
environmental geosciences.  Specific areas of 
faculty interest include but are not limited to: 
morphodynamic and human responses to 
climate change in coastal and/or fluvial 
environments; fluvial processes; aquatic 
geochemical tracers; wetland 
biogeochemistry; water quality; soil carbon 
cycling; karst hydrology; watershed 
management; sediment transport 
mechanics;  landscape/seascape 
evolution.  We encourage applications from 
students with an undergraduate background 
in any STEM discipline.  Financial support will 
be awarded competitively and will include 
salary, tuition waivers, and health 
insurance.  Applications must be submitted 
online at http://www.slu.edu/graduate-
admission-home/apply-now/how-to-
complete-an-online-application-for-graduate-
admission. Questions should be directed to 
Lisa Chambers (chamberslg@slu.edu). 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ajt65@cam.ac.uk
http://www.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/research/andrewtanentzap
http://www.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/research/andrewtanentzap
http://www.nottingham.edu.my/CFFRC/index.aspx
http://www.nottingham.edu.my/CFFRC/index.aspx
mailto:Sofie.Sjogersten@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:Sofie.Sjogersten@nottingham.ac.uk
http://www.slu.edu/graduate-admission-home/apply-now/how-to-complete-an-online-application-for-graduate-admission
http://www.slu.edu/graduate-admission-home/apply-now/how-to-complete-an-online-application-for-graduate-admission
http://www.slu.edu/graduate-admission-home/apply-now/how-to-complete-an-online-application-for-graduate-admission
http://www.slu.edu/graduate-admission-home/apply-now/how-to-complete-an-online-application-for-graduate-admission
mailto:chamberslg@slu.edu
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 16-17 December – Molecular Microbial Ecology Group meeting, Colchester 

 31 January 2014 – Deadline for BES/SFE Symposia call 

 27 February 2014 – Abstract deadline for ESA annual meeting 

 14–16 May 2014 – New Phytologist symposium, Networks of Power and Influence: ecology and 

evolution of symbioses between plants and mycorrhizal fungi, Zurich, Switzerland 

 10-15 August 2014 – Ecological Society of American annual meeting, Sacramento, CA 

 2-5 December 2014 – First Global Soil Biodiversity Conference, Dijon, France 

 10-12 December 2014 – British Ecological Society & Société Française d'Ecologie Joint Annual 

Meeting, Lille, France 

 

 

 

Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
Follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Franciska de Vries, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Emma Sayer, The Open University 
Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
Tim Daniell, The James Hutton Institute 
Dave Johnson, Aberdeen University 
Mike Whitfield, Trinity College Dublin 
Sarah Pierce, Imperial College London (student representative) 
Richard Bardgett, The University of Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 
 
Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  All information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Sarah Pierce, and they will be included in 
the next issue. 
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