
September 2015  1 
 

 
 

 

Bulletin September 2015 

  

 

Welcome to the September Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin where you will find the latest 

news and information from the above- and belowground world.  We have details on our 

upcoming joint meeting with the Climate Change SIG, info about our blog/journal club, and are 

preparing for lots of exciting fall events. Inside are details of upcoming meetings, events, job 

postings, studentships, and other announcements.  If you’d like to be more involved with any of 

the group’s projects or have some comments for the committee, please get in touch! 

  

Michael Van Nuland & Relena Ribbons 

PSE Student Representatives 
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News

Ecosystems and Climate Change 

Mitigation 2015 (2nd-3rd November, 

Charles Darwin House, London) 

Plants-Soils-Ecosystems and Climate Change 

Ecology present a joint conference: 

‘Ecosystems and Climate Change Mitigation’, 

to be held on 2-3 November 2015 at Charles 

Darwin House, London.  

 

This conference aims to address the ecological 

science issues that are fundamental to climate 

change mitigation and the global carbon cycle. 

It will seek to inform debates about policy and 

practice for climate change and land 

management, and will explicitly focus on 

bridging the gap between science and 

practice. The conference will include a mix of 

invited talks, contributed talks, and posters, 

bringing together researchers, practitioners 

and policy makers and provide opportunities 

for networking and developing new research 

ideas.  

 

Confirmed speakers include:  

Gail Taylor (Southampton University)  

Sue Hartley (University of York)  

Doug Warner (University of Hertfordshire)  

Sue Ward (University of Lancaster) 

 

See our website for programme info and 

details on abstract submission coming soon.  

 

#PSEjclub – Contributions welcome! 

We are always looking for entries to our 

Plants, Soils, Ecosystems journal club. Want to 

review a paper? Discuss a new experiment? 

Comment on an emerging idea in your field? 

Get in touch and write a guest post or join the 

discussion using the hashtag #psejclub. 

Contact Mike Van Nuland, Relena Ribbons, or 

Mike Whitfield for more info. 

Ecological Society of America 

centennial meeting recap) 
(By Liam Mueller, University of Tennessee) 

I am Liam O’Connor Mueller, a 3rd year Ph.D. 

student at the University of Tennessee, and I 

recently attended the Ecological Society of 

America centennial meeting in Baltimore, MD. 

Below are my top 3 plants-soils-ecosystems 

ideas I took away from the meeting: 

3. Soil inoculation experiments need to better 

consider how soils are inoculated and 

collected. Too often we forget how many 

external forces can affect our independent 

variable, the soil inoculum. Especially true for 

soils inoculated in the greenhouse rather than 

the field, variation in greenhouse conditions 

can lead to dramatically different soil effects. 

For example, Lauren M. Smith showed in her 

Tuesday talk how different light conditions in 

the greenhouse can alter the effect of the 

inoculum on plant response during a PSF 

experiment. I really enjoy studies that alter 

conditioning effects to test specific feedbacks, 

but even the lights in the greenhouse can 

alter the interpretation of the feedback! Take-

away: Carefully consider how your inoculum 

changes based on your design and that of 

others. 

2. We have lots of ideas for what’s next and 

that’s awesome. One of my favorite parts of 

ESA this year were the informal Q&As after 

symposia. One question that is inevitable at a 

panel discussion is: “what comes next?”. Of 

the 12 speakers across 2 panels I attended, no 

one had the same answer. I loved that. The 

brainstorming and collection of 

interdisciplinary ideas that flow from both 

speakers and the audience was great at this 

meeting. This isn’t to say that there was 

disagreement among the crowd, rather that 

there were too many good and reasonable 

https://goo.gl/maps/EKxqX
https://goo.gl/maps/EKxqX
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/events/ecomit15/
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
http://eco.confex.com/eco/2015/webprogram/Paper50726.html
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answers for directions to take in the future. 

Take-away: Next time you find yourself 

talking shop, ask the person “what’s next?” 

and expect a new answer.  

1. Range shifts from climate change, invasion, 

and succession are more similar than we give 

them credit for. Although they’re all examples 

of species moving around, it was surprising to 

me how little cross over there is between 

fields of succession, climate change, and 

invasion. Talks that covered these topics 

concluded that these special cases of 

colonization and movement are linked. Take-

away: Although there are a variety of 

definitions for plant movements, we might 

find some common ground by carefully 

examining plant-soil interactions.  

Lastly, the Soil Ecology section hosted a joint 

mixer with the Microbial Ecology and 

Biogeoscience sections where two great 

opportunities were brought up. First, each 

year the sections hold a contest for best 

graduate student paper. To me, this seems 

like a neat opportunity to get a paper read by 

an awesome panel of scientists.  Even if you 

aren’t selected, what better way to reach a  

major group of your target audience? Second, 

the Soil Ecology section provided a graduate 

student mentorship program that connected 

graduate students and soil ecology professors 

for 1 on 1 meetings. Many students took 

advantage of this opportunity, finding it very 

beneficial to discuss their projects, academic 

life after grad school, and soil ecology in 

general. Keep an eye out for these 

opportunities at future meetings! 

 

 
T-shirts sold at the Soil Ecology booth. Proceeds 

will fund student travel awards to ESA 2016. 

 

Meeting and Event Announcements

University course on Molecular 

Analysis of Trophic Interactions (14th-

25th September, Innsbruck, Austria) 

Molecular approaches offer exciting 

possibilities to study trophic interactions. 

Within the last decade considerable progress 

has been made in DNA-based methodology to 

unravel who eats what including predator-

prey, host-parasitoid and herbivore-plant 

interactions across ecosystems. This course 

provides a hands-on introduction to molecular 

trophic ecology and offers the opportunity to 

learn and discuss how to best apply these  

 

methods to your own research project. Online 

enrollment until July 31st 2015. More here.  

 

Environmental Change & Forest Soil 

Fungi (October TBA) 

Workshop on “Environmental change and 

forest soil fungi” with aims including setting 

critical loads (e.g., N pollution) and scaling-up 

to macroecology. Coorganised by Laura 

Martinez-suz (Kew Gardens) and Sietze van 

der Linde (Imperial College, London). The 

workshop will be held at Kew Gardens. 

 

http://www.uibk.ac.at/projects/mati/
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Argonne Soil Metagenomics Meeting 

(21st - 23rd October, Chicago, IL) 

The 7th Annual Argonne Soil Metagenomics 

Meeting will take place October 21–23, 2015 

at the Hilton Lisle/Naperville just outside 

Chicago, IL! The meeting brings together 

microbiologists, soil ecologists, molecular 

biologists, and computer scientists to discuss 

breakthroughs and challenges in using next-

generation DNA sequencing to understand 

complex microbial communities in soil. We 

welcome presentations on any aspect of 

'omics research in soil, from technical 

advances to new insights in the microbial role 

in ecosystem function. Find more info here. 

 

Symposium: Global Forest Dynamics 

and Interactions With a Changing 

Climate (14th-18th December, San 

Francisco, CA) 

Abstract submission is open to the session 

“Global forest dynamics and interactions with 

a changing climate” at the AGU Fall Meeting. 

The deadline for all submissions is 

Wednesday, 5 August. Please see below for 

the session description. Regards, Kristina 

Anderson-Teixeira Alan Tepley (Conveners) 

Session Description: Forests are an influential 

component of the global carbon cycle and 

play an important role in Earth’s climate 

system. Climate change is altering forest 

dynamics, driving biogeochemical and 

biophysical feedbacks to the climate system. 

This session will focus on impacts of climate 

change on forests globally and consequent 

climate feedbacks. In particular, it will address 

(1) mechanisms through which climate change 

is impacting forest dynamics—including 

physiological responses, community 

dynamics, and biogeochemical cycling; (2) 

interactive effects of disturbance and climate 

change on forest dynamics; and (3) 

implications of forest-climate feedbacks that 

could buffer or accelerate change. More info 

here.

Job Opportunities 

Assistant Prof in Prokaryotic Biology 

(Indiana University) 

The Microbiology Program in the Indiana 

University Department of Biology 

(http://www.bio.indiana.edu) invites 

applications for a tenure-track faculty position 

in Prokaryotic Biology at the level of assistant 

professor. We are particularly interested in 

scientists exploring the systems biology, 

physiology, development, cell biology, 

environmental biology, and/or pathogenesis 

of prokaryotes, although all areas will be 

considered. This position is part of a 

significant, continuing expansion in the life 

sciences at IU Bloomington and represents an 

exceptional opportunity to join a strong 

Microbiology Program and new 

interdisciplinary initiatives. The successful 

candidate will be provided with a competitive 

startup package and salary, and will have 

access to outstanding research resources 

including state-of-the-art facilities for 

genomics and bioinformatics, light and 

electron microscopy, flow cytometry, protein 

analysis, analytical chemistry, biophysical 

instrumentation, and crystallography. Find out 

more about application requirements here. 

 

Post Doc Genomic and Physiological 

Analysis of Abiotic Stress Response 

(University of Georgia) 

Two postdoctoral positions are available as 

part of a collaborative project between the 

http://press3.mcs.anl.gov/asmw15/
https://agu.confex.com/agu/fm15/preliminaryview.cgi/Session8620
http://www.bio.indiana.edu/
https://indiana.peopleadmin.com/postings/1707
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labs of John Burke and Lisa Donovan at the 

University of Georgia. These positions will 

involve the genomic and physiological analysis 

of abiotic stress responses in cultivated 

sunflower and related wild sunflower species. 

The ideal candidates will have a strong 

background in one or more of the following 

areas: population/quantitative genetics, 

genomics, bioinformatics, plant 

ecophysiology, stress physiology. Funds are 

anticipated to support these positions over 

multiple years with a preferred start date of 

January 2015. Review of applications will 

begin immediately and will continue until the 

positions are filled. More about the positions 

here. 

 

Assistant/Associate Prof in Ecology 

and Evolutionary Biology  

(Tulane University) 

The Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology, Tulane University, is conducting a 

broad search for an Ecologist or Evolutionary 

Biologist. We are interested in applicants who 

will fit into our department's focal research 

areas of tropical biology and coastal wetlands. 

We are especially interested in applicants 

whose research is solutions-based and who 

would expand departmental expertise in 

areas of bioinformatics, genomics, 

biostatistics, urban ecology, or disease 

ecology. Applicants with a taxonomic focus on 

plants, invertebrates, or microbes are 

particularly encouraged to apply. Submit 

letter of application, curriculum vitae, 

statements of research and teaching interests, 

three selected publications, and names and 

addresses of three references. This site will 

begin accepting applications on August 1. 

Review of applications will begin October 15, 

2015. Please contact any member of the 

search committee below if you have 

additional questions: 

Dr. Tom Sherry (tsherry@tulane.edu, 

committee chair), Dr. Caz Taylor 

(caz@tulane.edu), Dr. Sunshine Van Bael 

(svanbael@tulane.edu), Dr. Elizabeth 

Derryberry (ederrybe@tulane.edu). 

 

Assistant Prof in Microbiology 

(Goucher College)  
The biology department at Goucher College is 

currently accepting applications for a tenure-

track position as an assistant professor of 

biology, starting in August, 2016. We are 

looking for a broadly-trained microbiologist, 

with expertise in environmental microbiology. 

This hire will teach intermediate or advanced 

courses in microbiology, participate in 

introductory courses for majors and/or non-

majors, develop a research program that 

includes undergraduates, and contribute to 

the environmental studies major. Candidates 

must possess a Ph.D. at the time of 

appointment. Postdoctoral work and teaching 

experience are preferred. Goucher College 

supports faculty development through pre-

tenure leaves, start-up research funds, and 

support for summer research with students. 

The review of applications will begin on 

October 1, 2015. Interested applicants apply 

here.  

 

Assistant Professor in Ecosystem 

Ecology (University of Toronto 

Mississauga)  

The Department of Biology are searching for 

an outstanding candidate whose research 

focuses on ecosystem ecology, with strong 

links to organismal (particularly, animal) 

biology. Areas of interest include, but are not 

limited to, aquatic ecology, urban ecology, 

arctic ecology, and the ecology of other 

extreme or rapidly changing environments. 

The UTM and its affiliated institutions offer a 

stimulating and supportive environment with 

a variety of facilities and a highly interactive 

https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1506a&L=ecolog-l&P=5257
http://apply.interfolio.com/30088
http://goucher.interviewexchange.com/
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community of researchers. We seek 

applications from individuals whose research 

program would complement existing 

departmental research strengths, which 

include the study of freshwater ecology, 

predator – prey interactions, landscape 

ecology, ecological interactions between 

plants and enemies, and plant ecosystems 

ecology. Excellent opportunities exist for 

collaboration within the Department of 

Biology, with other departments at UTM (e.g., 

Geography and Mathematical and 

Computational Sciences), as well as with 

faculty at the St. George and Scarborough 

campuses of the University of Toronto. If you 

have any questions regarding this position 

please contact Prof. Angela Lange at 

biology.utm@utoronto.ca. Closing date for 

submissions is November 1, 2015. The 

position start date is July 1, 2016.  Full job ad 

here: Job # 1501024. 

 

Open Rank Tenure Track Position in 

Ecology & Evolutionary Biology  

(Rice University) 

Applications are invited for an anticipated 

open-rank faculty position in the BioSciences 

Department at Rice University in any area of 

ecology and evolutionary biology. We 

welcome applicants who employ theory, 

experiments, or some combination thereof 

and especially encourage candidates who 

complement existing strengths of current 

faculty in the Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

graduate program to apply. Our application 

and instructions can be found under the 

employment section on the left menu on the 

department website. Review of applications 

will commence September 25, 2015 and 

continue until the position is filled.  

 

 

 

 

Carl R. Woese Postdoc Fellowship 

(University of Illinois) 

The Woese Fellows will be truly exceptional 

young scholars who have completed their 

Ph.D. within the last several years, and are at 

the forefront of their field in evolution and 

the emergence of life, or other rapidly 

developing areas of quantitative biology and 

genomics.  Woese Fellows will combine a 

quantitative outlook on biology with creative, 

possibly interdisciplinary, approaches to deep 

scientific questions, and will be able to take 

advantage of the stimulating IGB environment 

to carry out independent and collaborative 

research in a field of genomic biology.  Woese 

Fellows will typically spend two to three years 

conducting research in one or more of the 

several research themes in the Institute. The 

closing date for all positions is December 15, 

2015. Fellows will be announced on or about 

January 15, 2016. Find out more here. 

 

Soil Scientist Positions & Post-Doc in 

Functional Soil Biodiversity 

(BonsRes Centre for Soil Research) 
Aims of this project are the provision of soil-

related data in standardized form, the 

development of integrative model tools to 

evaluate land-use options regarding their 

sustainability, and to develop a web-based 

portal for knowledge-based options for 

farming strategies and soil-use management 

based on the models. To face these 

challenges, an interdisciplinary group of 

scientists is being established from the 

Helmholtz-Centre for Environmental 

Research, the Leibniz centre for Agricultural 

Landscape Research, the Technical University 

of Munich and the Senckenberg Nature 

Research Society.  See full ad for the many 

scientist positions here. See full ad for post-

doc here. 

http://biosciences.rice.edu/
http://conferences.igb.illinois.edu/fellows/woese-fellows-application
http://globalsoilbiodiversity.org/?q=node/549
http://globalsoilbiodiversity.org/?q=node/550
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Studentships, Internships, & Technicians 

PhD Fellowships for Fall 2016 

(University of Maryland) 

The University of Maryland Center for 

Environmental Science (UMCES) is pleased to 

announce graduate fellowships to support 

incoming Ph.D. students starting fall semester 

2016. The Presidential Fellowships are merit-

based and designed to support recruitment of 

outstanding students into the UMCES 

graduate programs interested in working with 

any faculty member. Up to three years 

stipend, health benefits, and tuition will be 

covered. UMCES is Maryland’s premier 

research institution aimed at advancing 

scientific knowledge of the environment. 

UMCES scientists conduct research at four 

laboratories: the Appalachian Laboratory in 

the mountains of western Maryland, the 

Chesapeake Biological Laboratory on the 

western shore of Chesapeake Bay, the Horn 

Point Laboratory on the Eastern Shore, and 

the Institute of Marine and Environmental 

Technology in Baltimore. For more 

information about the fellowships, see here.  

 

PhD studentship in Bacteriophage 

Microbiology 

(Utrecht University, Netherlands) 
We are looking for a highly motivated 

candidate with a recent university MSc degree 

(students about to complete their MSc will be 

considered). The candidate should be a 

results-driven team player and have excellent 

communication skills and proficiency in either 

English or French (both oral and written). The 

Ph.D. student will be enrolled in the 

Université Blaise-Pascal and be based at the 

Grassland Ecosystem Research Unit, Institut 

National de la Recherche Agronomique(INRA), 

Clermont Ferrand, France. The project will be 

funded by a three-year CIFRE studentship and 

the student will be officially employed by CMI-

Groupe Roullier.  

 

The PhD project is anticipated to start at the 

end of October/ start of November 2015. The 

Ph.D. student will be co-supervised by Dr 

Juliette Bloor and Dr Pascal Carrère (INRA). 

Interested candidates should send the 

following documents by email to Juliette Bloor 

(juliette.bloor@clermont.inra.fr) and Pascal 

Carrère (pascal.carrere@clermont.inra.fr): (i) 

letter of motivation, (ii) CV, (iii) names and 

contact details of two referees. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 

 14-25 September 2015 – Course: Molecular Analysis of Trophic Interactions, Innsbruck, Austria 

 20-24 September 2015 – Soil Organic Matter Conference, Gӧ ttingen, Germany 

 21-23 October 2015 – Argonne Soil Metagenomics Meeting, Chicago, IL 

 October 2015 (TBA) – Environmental Change and Forest Soil Fungi, Kew Gardens, London 

 2-3 November 2015 – Joint PSE and Climate change meeting, London, UK 

 13-16 December 2015 – British Ecological Society Meeting, Edinburgh, UK 

 14-18 December 2015 – Global Forest Dynamics and Interactions With a Changing Climate 

 

http://www.umces.edu/education/graduate/fellowships
http://www.uu.nl/en
mailto:juliette.bloor@clermont.inra.fr
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society. However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
 
You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Franciska De Vries, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester 
Mike Whitfield, Trinity College Dublin 
Sarah Pierce, Imperial College London  
Relena Ribbons, Bangor University and University of Copenhagen, (Student Representative) 
Michael Van Nuland, The University of Tennessee (Student Representative) 
Tom Crowther, Yale University  
 
Also affiliated are Emma Sayer, The Open University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences; Tim Daniell, The James Hutton Institute; and Dave Johnson, Aberdeen University. Richard 
Bardgett, The University of Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 
 
 

Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Michael Van Nuland and Relena Ribbons 
and they will be included in the next issue. 
 
 

  

 
 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/getting-involved/special-interest-groups/plants-soils-ecosystems/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://twitter.com/BESPlantSoilEco
https://www.facebook.com/BESPlantsSoilsEcosystems?fref=ts
mailto:%20franciska.devries@gmail.com
mailto:s.pierce11@imperial.ac.uk
http://www.relenaribbons.weebly.com/
http://www.michaelvannuland.com/
mailto:vannuland.mike@gmail.com?subject=PSE%20Bulletin%20Item
mailto:rribbons@gmail.com?subject=PSE%20Bulletin%20Item

