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Bulletin May 2015 

  

 

Welcome to the May Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin where you will find the latest news and 

information from the above- and belowground world.  We are continuing to coordinate with the 

Climate Change SIG on plans for our upcoming joint meeting, develop our blog/journal club, and 

preparing for lots of exciting summer and fall events. Inside are details of upcoming meetings, 

events, job postings, studentships, and other announcements.  If you’d like to be more involved 

with any of the group’s projects or have some comments for the committee, please get in touch! 

  

Michael Van Nuland & Relena Ribbons 

PSE Student Representatives 
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News 
 

Join the FAO “Soil Stories” blog  

As part of the International Year of Soils, the 

“Soil Stories” blog aims to communicate the 

profound importance of soils for human life. 

The main objective of the blog is to provide 

you with a forum to exchange stories, photos 

and multimedia about the cultural, economic 

and environmental impact of soils on your 

lives. The blog aims to raise awareness on 

soils through the lens of human-focused 

stories from around the world. Check out 

recent posts and find out more info here.  

 

Mailing List Updates 

The Plants-Soils-Ecosystems mailing list is now 

at over 260 users and we’re getting more and 

more emails through.  We thought it was time 

to have a bit of an overhaul to make the list 

easier for you to use. 

  

Send emails directly to the list yourself  

This was always the case, but not everyone 

knew it.  If you send an email to Plant-soil-

eco@jiscmail.ac.uk, it will automatically go 

out to the whole list.  For the moment this is 

the easiest way for us to run the list, but if 

spam becomes an issue we can revisit this.  If 

you have any questions or would like us to 

send something out for you, you can email 

PLANT-SOIL-ECO-request@jiscmail.ac.uk and 

that should go to the list owners, or email 

Sarah Pierce, Franciska De Vries, or Mike 

Whitfield directly. 

  

Subject tag [Plant-Soil-Eco]  

This should appear in front of the subject for 

all emails sent through the mailing list from 

now on.  This is so it’s easier for people to 

automatically sort PSE emails into a separate 

email folder if they want to.  If you’d prefer 

not to have a subject tag, or would like to tag 

messages differently, you can change your 

individual settings by going to subscriber’s 

corner at jiscmail.ac.uk. 

  

Weekly digest is now available 

If you’d rather receive one email per week 

with all that week’s messages in it, rather 

than each email individually, you can now 

change your jiscmail settings for that. To do 

this send an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk, 

leave the subject blank and in the message 

put SET PLANT-SOIL-ECO DIGESTS. 

 

 Also, as a reminder, if you’d like to stop 

receiving messages for a short time (like while 

on holiday or field work) you can send an 

email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk, leave the 

subject blank and in the message put 

SET PLANT-SOIL-ECO NOMAIL.  When 

you return, you just email 

listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk, leave the subject 

blank and in the message put SET PLANT-

SOIL-ECO MAIL. If you want to subscribe a 

new email address or unsubscribe an old one, 

you can email listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk, leave 

the subject blank and in the message put 

SUBSCRIBE (or 

UNSUBSCRIBE) PLANT-SOIL-ECO 

FirstName LastName. You can also change 

any setting at jiscmail.ac.uk under subscriber’s 

corner. 

 

If you spot any problems or if you have 

further suggestions, please contact Sarah 

Pierce. 

 

#PSEjclub – Contributions welcome! 
The Plants, Soils, Ecosystems journal club has 

attracted over 7,500 hits from across the 

globe since it began last February. Our latest 

post comes from Tyler Poppenweimer 

(University of Tennessee) and Michael Van 

Nuland (University of Tennessee) commenting 

http://www.fao.org/soils-2015/blog/en
mailto:Plant-soil-eco@jiscmail.ac.uk
mailto:Plant-soil-eco@jiscmail.ac.uk
mailto:PLANT-SOIL-ECO-request@jiscmail.ac.uk
http://jiscmail.ac.uk/
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
mailto:listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk
http://jiscmail.ac.uk/
mailto:s.pierce11@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:s.pierce11@imperial.ac.uk
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
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on a new modelling paper of how soil 

microbes can determine the effect of traits on 

plant-soil feedbacks. If you want to join the 

discussion, you can comment directly on the 

posts or get in touch on twitter using hashtag 

#psejclub.   

 

We are always welcome to suggestions for 

papers to discuss in future posts. If you’d like 

to see more frequent posts, why not write a 

guest post for us on paper you find 

interesting? It’s great practice on critically 

reviewing a piece of literature and writing 

about research, and a terrific way to raise 

your profile. 

 
Want to find out how all these interactions 

shape the strength of plant-soil feedbacks? 

Check out the latest PSE blog post here and 

join the discussion!

Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

2015 Soil Ecology Meeting (June 8-12) 

The SES biennial conference addresses 

contemporary issues in the field of soil 

ecology and provides a forum for ecologists, 

soil scientists, and members of related 

disciplines to present original research, 

participate in meeting symposia and 

workshops, and identify priorities for future 

research. Session topics will include 

rhizospheres and priming, soil organic matter, 

food web biodiversity, new genomic methods, 

faunal ecology, soil ecosystem resilience, and 

much more.  

 

This meeting is a great venue for soil 

ecologists to gather and interact in a fun, 

informal and exciting atmosphere. The 

meeting has always been especially friendly 

for students at all career stages, offering both 

travel and presentation awards and the 

opportunity to connect with more senior soil 

ecologists from a wide array of sub disciplines. 

This meeting will be all in one, with the 

lodging and conference at the same terrific  

 

 

venue, allowing for flexible scheduling and 

lots of interactions with colleagues. 

Find out more here. 

 

Undergraduate Workshop: Leaf Cutter 

Ants and Ecosystem Processes  

(La Selva, Costa Rica, July 14-20) 

In the week-long workshop "Leaf cutter ants 

and Ecosystem Processes", six scientists will 

work with students from the United States 

and Costa Rica to explore the links between 

leaf cutter ant activities, microbiology, 

biogeochemical cycling, and ecosystem 

processes. The workshop will be divided into 

three modules: Part I will review the field of 

microbial ecology through the application of 

microbiology laboratory and field methods. 

Part II will focus on the technical aspects of 

measuring mycorrhizae and Part III will go 

over techniques to measure soil carbon fluxes 

and pools. Together, this workshop will bring 

together focused seminars and hands-on 

laboratory and field exercises to answer 

ecological questions, encouraging students to 

develop independent research questions and 

https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
http://soilecologysociety.com/2015-soil-ecology-meeting/
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test them in a tropical forest ecosystem. This 

workshop will take place at La Selva Biological 

Research Station in Costa Rica July 14-20. 

Application Deadline: May 31, 2015 

More info here. 

 

  
  Source: Wikipedia.org 

 

The International Barcode of Life 

Conference (August 18-21, University 

of Guelph) 

The Scientific Organizing Committee is 

pleased to announce that the 6thInternational 

Barcode of Life Conference will be held from 

August 18 – 21, 2015 at the University of 

Guelph, one of Canada’s major life science 

universities. Since 2003, DNA barcoding has 

become the largest research program in 

biodiversity science, one examining all 

eukaryote kingdoms and spanning many 

nations. Reflecting the scope of the program, 

numerous major international collaborative 

projects are underway. The 6th Conference 

will sustain traditions established by the five 

earlier conferences; it will showcase the latest 

scientific achievements and socio-economic 

implications of work conducted by the DNA 

barcode research community. The theme of 

the 6th Conference, Barcodes to Biomes, 

signals the ongoing expansion of our 

community’s research agenda from studies on 

particular sets of species in particular places 

to work which is creating the capability to 

examine entire biotic assembles at local and 

global scales. Early registration ends May 31st 

2015. More info here.  

 

The genomes of forest trees: New 

frontiers of forest biology (June 16-17) 
We will bring together researchers who are 

exploring the frontiers of tree evolution, 

ecology, and development using next 

generation sequencing, genomics, and 

systems biology approaches. Together, we 

hope to inspire new ideas for collaborative 

research that will bring together currently 

disjoint research communities, and usher in a 

new era of genome-based forest biology. 

Ultimately, the approaches and insights from 

genome-based forest biology will inform us 

how to address problems ranging from forest 

conservation during climate change to 

tailoring of tree-based biofuels feedstocks. 

The symposium will be held at the Arnold 

Arboretum of Harvard University, Boston, MA. 

More information here.  

 
 

University course on Molecular 

Analysis of Trophic Interactions (14th-

25th September, Innsbruck, Austria) 

Molecular approaches offer exciting 

possibilities to study trophic interactions. 

Within the last decade considerable progress 

has been made in DNA-based methodology to 

unravel who eats what including predator-

prey, host-parasitoid and herbivore-plant 

interactions across ecosystems. This course 

https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504e&L=ecolog-l&P=1042
http://dnabarcodes2015.org/
https://www.newphytologist.org/symposiums/view/37.
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provides a hands-on introduction to molecular 

trophic ecology and offers the opportunity to 

learn and discuss how to best apply these 

methods to your own research project. Online 

enrollment until July 31st 2015. More here.  

 

 

 

Environmental Change & Forest Soil 

Fungi (October TBA) 

Workshop on “Environmental change and 

forest soil fungi” with aims including setting 

critical loads (e.g., N pollution) and scaling-up 

to macroecology. Coorganised by Laura 

Martinez-suz (Kew Gardens) and Sietze van 

der Linde (Imperial College, London). The 

workshop will be held at Kew Gardens. 

 

Job Opportunities 

 

Research Associate in Plant-Soil 

Ecology (Closing date: May 4th 2015) 

Applications are invited for a NERC-funded 

post-doctoral position, tenable for 3 years, to 

investigate how interactions between the 

traits of grassland and cropland plant-soil 

communities affect the ecological resilience of 

critical biological processes including C cycling 

and ecosystem greenhouse gas emissions. The 

project is part of a large-multidisciplinary 

consortium ‘U-Grass’, led by Dr Rob Griffiths 

(NERC Centre for Ecology and Hydrology), and 

is funded under NERC’s Soil Security Thematic 

programme. The study is both field and 

laboratory based and will involve surveys of 

long-term experiments as well as the 

establishment of new plant-soil manipulation 

experiments at Lancaster University. Plus the 

use of novel molecular and isotope 

techniques to examine plant-soil processes 

that underpin ecosystem function. Informal 

enquiries to Professor Nick Ostle. Further 

details of Professor Nick Ostle’s research can 

be found on Nick's Webpage. See more info 

here.  

 

Research Professor, Microbial Ecology 

(University of Antwerp, Closing date: 

May 31st 2015) 
The assignment consists of lecturing duties, 

scientific research and academic service to 

society. During the first 10 years scientific 

research will be the main activity. You will 

expand the scientific research in the area of 

Microbial ecology. Your research fits within 

the discipline of the ecology and the 

biodiversity of microbial organisms (bacteria, 

fungi, protists) in terrestrial ecosystems. Your 

research is e.g. focusing on decomposition 

and sequestration of organic matter or 

nutrient cycling, with microbial communities 

and processes at the core of your studies. 

You will actively participate in the 

strengthening of the research group of Plant 

and Vegetation Ecology (PLECO) and the 

Research Centre of Excellence ECO. See more 

information on the position here.  

 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Forest 

Ecology (Ohio University, Closing date: 

May 17th 2015) 

The Department of Environmental and Plant 

Biology at Ohio University invites applications 

for a 9-month VISITING ASSISTANT 

PROFESSOR position beginning August 15, 

2015. The successful candidate would be 

expected to contribute to the undergraduate 

and graduate educational mission of the 

department. Teaching responsibilities will 

include preparation and teaching of upper-

level undergraduate/graduate courses in Soil 

Properties and Ecosystem function, 

http://www.uibk.ac.at/projects/mati/
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/funded/programmes/soilsecurity/
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/funded/programmes/soilsecurity/
mailto:n.ostle@lancaster.ac.uk
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/about-us/people/nick-ostle
http://hr-jobs.lancs.ac.uk/Vacancy.aspx?ref=A1228
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/jobs/vacancies/ap/2015zapfwetex107/
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Restoration Ecology, potentially a Dendrology 

course, and a lower level non-majors course 

Plants and People. Demonstrated success as 

an instructor of record and in applying 

innovative teaching techniques is preferred. 

To apply: complete and submit an online 

application (www.ohiouniversityjobs.com) 

and attach required documents (CV, cover 

letter, philosophy of teaching, contact 

information for 3 references, and unofficial 

transcripts for graduate work). Please direct 

questions to Dr. Morgan Vis, Chair of the 

Search Committee. The position remains open 

until filled. For full consideration, apply by 

May 17, 2015.  

 

USGS PostDoc Opportunity 

“Understanding agents of change on 

the Colorado Plateau” (Start date: July 

2015, Moab, UT or Flagstaff, AZ) 

The USGS Southwest Biological Science Center 

is recruiting for a research position to study 

the interactions of climate and land-use 

change, economics, and ecosystem ecology. 

This is a full time, contract position (one year 

with possibility of extension). The incumbent 

will be responsible for preparing scientific 

papers describing the temporal and spatial 

trends in agents of change on Colorado 

Plateau ecosystems, with an emphasis on 

climate, energy development, recreation, and 

agriculture. Incumbent will synthesize and 

analyse relevant data and work as part of an 

interdisciplinary team that includes 

geographers, community ecologists, 

landscape ecologists, soil scientists, social 

scientists, and hydrologists. The goal of this 

research effort is to quantify how climate and 

land-use change have evolved over the last 

~100 years, characterize how they are 

expected to change throughout the remainder 

of the 21st century, and assess the 

implications of those trajectories for Colorado 

Plateau ecosystems and human communities. 

More info here.  

 

Terrestial and Subsurface Ecosystems 

Postdoctoral Appointment (Closing 

date May 19th 2015, Environmental 

Molecular Sciences Laboratory) 

Purpose: To attract high-performing recently 

graduated PhD scientists (received a PhD 

within the past five years from an accredited 

college or university) interested in conducting 

integrated experimental and modelling 

research in belowground terrestrial carbon 

cycle processes. The appointment is funded 

directly by the Department of Energy’s Office 

of Biological and Environmental 

Research Terrestrial Ecosystem Science, or 

TES, program. The TES program “seeks to 

improve the representation of terrestrial 

ecosystem processes in Earth system models 

thereby, improving the quality of climate 

model projections and providing the scientific 

foundation of solutions for DOE’s most 

pressing energy and environmental 

challenges.” More info here.  

 

Plant Ecology and Climate Change, 

Postdoc (Smith College, Closing date: 

May 8th 2015) 

The Department of Biological Sciences at 

Smith College invites applications for a 

postdoctoral fellowship in plant ecology and 

climate change research for a new federally 

funded project under Co-PI Dr. Jesse 

Bellemare. Appointment is full-time, offers 

highly competitive salary and benefits, and is 

anticipated for three years. Negotiable start 

date of June 1, 2015. Candidates must have 

strong plant identification skills, prior field 

research experience, and a valid driver's 

license. Ph.D. in plant ecology, botany, or 

related field required. Postdoc will play a 

major role in multi-year effort investigating 

U.S. native plant species’ horticultural 

mailto:vis-chia@ohio.edu
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504c&L=ecolog-l&X=5CEC0D1514827ED1CB&Y=CRS_jobs%40usgs.gov&P=1747
http://tes.science.energy.gov/
http://www.emsl.pnnl.gov/emslweb/terrestrial-and-subsurface-ecosystems-postdoctoral-appointment
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distributions and cases of intra-continental 

naturalization to gain insight into species’ 

fundamental ecological niches, tolerances of 

novel climatic conditions, and conservation 

efforts with climate change. Responsible for 

large-scale field efforts to document 

populations of native plans that have 

naturalized beyond their native range 

boundaries, including multi-week field surveys 

and collaboration with herbaria, botanists, 

and researchers. More information and to 

apply can be found here.  

 

Genomic Ecology of Insect-Induced 

Plant Phenotypes, Postdoc 

(Washington State, Closing date: June 

1st 2015) 
A postdoctoral position is available in the 

Nabity Lab at Washington State University 

where we focus on understanding insect-

induced plant phenotypes using eco-

physiological and genomic assessment of both 

plants and insects. The ideal candidate must 

have earned a PhD in plant biology, 

entomology, or related subjects in the past 5 

years. The candidate should also possess a 

strong interest in evolutionary ecology or 

genetics and computational/bioinformatic 

experience with sequence data. The 

successful candidate will be expected to 

perform field and lab-based experiments, 

conduct/learn bioinformatics analyses, and 

work well with students. The position is 

available for up to 2 years, depending on 

performance, with a preferred start date of 

August/September 2015 (actual start date is 

flexible). Research will focus on aphid-like 

phylloxerids, their modes of plant 

manipulation, and the evolution of gall 

induction, but independent research in line 

with the lab goals will be encouraged. Please 

send a CV, a description of research interests, 

and contact information for 3 references by 

email to Dr. Paul Nabity by June 1, 2015.  

 

Postdoc, Plant-insect interactions 

(Michigan State)  

A post-doctoral position is available working 

in Jared Gregory Ali’s lab at Michigan State 

University, starting after June 2015. The 

primary research goal of the lab is to identify 

the dynamics of plant-insect interactions and 

elucidate the key mechanisms responsible for 

multitrophic relationships. We use a 

combination of molecular biology and 

chemistry, together with field and laboratory 

bioassays/trials to elucidate various induced 

plant responses and insect-natural enemy 

behavior. Candidates that have a background 

and publication record in chemical ecology, 

nematology, molecular biology/biochemistry, 

plant-herbivore interactions and/or closely 

related fields are preferred. Candidates with a 

proven record of excellence in related areas 

will be seriously considered. More here.

Studentships, Internships, & Technicians 

 

Soil Ecology Research Fellowship 

(Utah State, Deadline: May 10th 2015) 

A prestigious Presidential Doctoral Research 

Fellowship is available in the Department of  

Plants Soils and Climate. We seek a motivated 

student with strong communication skills to  

 

explore the effects of compost on soil organic 

matter dynamics and carbon storage in 

organic dryland wheat. A number of 

techniques such as sequential fractionations, 

mid-range infrared spectroscopy, 

synchrotron-based spectroscopy and trace 

gas analysis will be used. A competitive 

https://smithcollege.hiretouch.com/job-details?jobID=26158&job=ad0869-postdoctoral-research-fellow
mailto:paul.nabity@wsu.edu
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504e&L=ecolog-l&P=456
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stipend and health insurance will be provided. 

Start date August 2015. Minimum academic 

requirements are: GPA 3.5 and an average 

GRE score in the 70th percentile. Relevant 

experience and or extenuating circumstances 

will be considered. Please send a letter of 

interest, CV, unofficial transcripts, GRE test 

scores and three letters of recommendation 

to Dr. Jennifer Reeve and Dr. Astrid Jacobson 

by May 10th 2015.  

 

PhD, Plant-Insect Interactions 

(Michigan State) 
We are currently seeking a PhD student for a 

project that is focused on plant-insect 

interactions and responses of beneficial 

natural enemies. The student will be enrolled 

in the Department of Entomology at Michigan 

State University working with Dr. Jared 

Gregory Ali (Interactions.ent.msu.edu). 

Individuals interested in chemical ecology, 

plant-herbivore interactions and the ecology 

and evolutionary biology of such interactions 

are encouraged to apply. Applicants should be 

comfortable working in both field and 

laboratory conditions. Funds for stipend and 

tuition are available for 3 years with 

extension. Preference will be given to 

students with a prior MSc in a related field, 

ideally familiar with chemical ecology and at 

least basic knowledge in statistical analysis. 

Candidates should be available to start as 

early as August 2015 (Fall semester). 

Interested individuals should send a cover 

letter explaining research interests, 

curriculum vitae, and contacts for two 

references to Dr. Ali ASAP. More info here. 

 

PhD, Evolution of Plant Life Histories, 

(University of Edinburgh, Closing date: 

May 12th 2015) 
There is huge variation in life history among 

plants, from the life cycle of Arabidopsis 

thaliana that is measured in weeks to that of 

Bristlecone Pine that is measured in millennia. 

Although plants provide ideal material for 

addressing a whole range of fascinating 

evolutionary questions – such as why some 

species die after reproducing and the 

evolution of senescence – they are under-

utilized for this purpose. Prof. Jonathan 

Silvertown, who recently joined the Institute 

of Evolutionary Biology (IEB) at the University 

of Edinburgh, has pioneered research in this 

field. This PhD studentship provides the 

opportunity to use a range of approaches 

including comparative biology, genetics, field 

experiments and theory to break new ground 

in plant evolutionary ecology. Find out more 

here. 

 

Seasonal Project Assistant, Soil 

Microbial Ecology Research (Cary 

Institute of Ecosystem Studies) 

The Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies is 

seeking a Seasonal Project Assistant to work 

full time hours from May 11th to August 21, 

2015, possibly longer. The work will be 

performed primarily in Millbrook, NY, with 

one trip to Hubbard Brook Experimental 

Forest in New Hampshire for one week in July. 

Duties include laboratory work associated 

with soil microbial ecology research (90%), 

including soil assays and Gas 

Chromatography. Field work at Hubbard 

Brook Experimental Forest will include soil, 

water and gas sampling of field plots. 

Applicants must have the ability to carry a 

heavy backpack through rough terrain, and be 

willing to work in adverse weather conditions. 

Qualifications include coursework and/or 

experience in any area of environmental 

science. Coursework and/or experience in soil 

science desired. Experience in soil microbial 

laboratory techniques a plus. The closing date 

to apply is May 1, 2015 or until position is 

filled. More here. 

 

mailto:jennifer.reeve@usu.edu
mailto:astrid.jacobson@usu.edu
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504e&L=ecolog-l&P=320
http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=62747
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504d&L=ecolog-l&P=512
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PhD, Role of food web structure on 

biodiversity-ecosystem functioning 

relationship (Université de Montréal) 

We are looking for one PhD candidate to carry 

out a research project on how the 

biodiversity-ecosystem functioning (BEF) 

relationship is driven by the structure of food 

webs. The project is expected to start around 

January 2016 (or before). The call will 

continue until the position is filled. The 

candidate will be in charge of developing a 

research project on how the network 

structure of prey-predator interactions is 

affecting the biodiversity-ecosystem 

functioning relationship. Potential questions 

are: can we predict productivity based on the 

knowledge of the food web structure? Does 

the position of a species in the food web 

predict its productivity, and its contribution to 

ecosystem functioning? How will the 

biodiversity-ecosystem functioning be 

disturbed by the disassembly of food webs? 

The approaches used in the lab involve 

modeling of population dynamics, graph 

analysis, and will rely extensively on the 

analysis of empirical food web data. A 

database of approx. 1000 food webs across 

the world is available. The project will be 

carried out in the Quantitative and 

Computational Ecology lab, Université de 

Montréal (Québec, Canada). The candidate 

will be supervised by Timothée Poisot, in the 

Department of Biological Sciences, and co-

supervised by Daniel Stouffer (University of 

Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand). See 

more here.  

 

PHD in Community/Ecosystem 

Ecology (McMaster University, 

Hamilton, Ontario) 

Our lab at McMaster University, Hamilton, 

Ontario, is recruiting a Ph.D. student to 

pursue research in one of the two areas: 1) 

Links between local variation of community 

and ecosystem metrics (productivity, 

diversity, richness) and broader spatial 

patterns, and how such patterns can predict 

local variation. This project involves 

experimentation on and analysis of data from 

a system of natural micrososms (rock pools) in 

Jamaica but can also focus on modelling, 

mathematical analysis, and other data sets. 

Travel to Jamaica is a must. 2) Design, 

construction, and testing of autonomous 

indoor ecosystems. This project has applied 

focus related to the rapidly growing interest 

in indoor food production (e.g., aquaponics) 

We seek students with passion for research 

and demonstrated familiarity with ecological 

methods and issues. Proven interest in 

metacommunity theory, ecological stability, 

and multitrophic interactions in water will 

help. Competitive credentials for NSERC, 

Ontario Graduate Scholarship, or other 

graduate scholarships (high grades, some 

publications submitted or published) is a 

major asset. More information here. 

 

PhD in Soil Ecology (University of 

Adelaide, Australia) 

The soil ecology group at the University of 

Adelaide, Australia is actively recruiting new 

PhD students. A number of opportunities to 

undertake a PhD in the group exist. 

Scholarships for both tuition and living 

expenses (stipend) are available for suitably 

qualified applicants. A typical PhD is 

completed in Australia in 3 to 3.5 years. With 

the soil ecology group based at the largest 

agricultural research institute in the southern 

hemisphere, the opportunities for world class 

PhD experience in soil ecology, in a desirable 

location, are available. A number of projects 

covering various aspects of soil ecology are 

available. Details of specific projects are 

available upon request. More information 

here. 

 

https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504d&L=ecolog-l&P=8662
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504c&L=ecolog-l&P=4028
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1504b&L=ecolog-l&P=8911


 

Dates for the Diary 
 

 8-12 June 2015 – Soil Ecology Meeting, Colorado Springs, CO 

 16-17 June 2015 – The Genomes of Forest Trees: New Frontiers of Forest Biology, Harvard, MA 

 14-20 July 2015 – Workshop: Leaf Cutter Ants and Ecosystem Processes, La Selva, Costa Rica 

 9-14 August 2015 – Ecological Society of America Meeting, Baltimore, MD 

 18-21 August 2015 – The International Barcode of Life Conference, University of Guelph 

 14-25 September 2015 –Course on Molecular Analysis of Trophic Interactions, Innsbruck, Austria 

 13-16 December 2015 – British Ecological Society Meeting, Edinburgh, UK 
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
 
You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Franciska De Vries, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester 
Mike Whitfield, Trinity College Dublin 
Sarah Pierce, Imperial College London  
Relena Ribbons, Bangor University and University of Copenhagen, (Student Representative) 
Michael Van Nuland, The University of Tennessee (Student Representative) 
Tom Crowther, Yale University  
 
Also affiliated are Emma Sayer, The Open University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences; Tim Daniell, The James Hutton Institute; and Dave Johnson, Aberdeen University. Richard 
Bardgett, The University of Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 
 
 

Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Michael Van Nuland and Relena Ribbons 
and they will be included in the next issue. 
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