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Bulletin March 2015 

  

 

Welcome to the March Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin.  After a brief hiatus, we are back to 

bring you the latest news and information from the plant-soil world.  We have been coordinating 

with the Climate Change SIG on plans for an upcoming joint meeting, continuing to develop our 

blog, and preparing for lots of exciting summer events.  Inside you’ll find details of upcoming 

meetings, as well as the usual job postings, studentships and other announcements.  If you’d like 

to be more involved with any of the group’s projects, or just have some comments for the 

committee, please get in touch! 

  

Relena Ribbons & Michael Van Nuland 

PSE Student Representatives 
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News 
 

New members 

Since this group officially launched in 

December 2012, we are continuing to grow 

with 250 people on the mailing list and over 

550 followers on twitter, with more joining all 

the time. We would like to thank everyone 

who has joined and continue to make the 

group a success. 

 

We are thrilled to announce new members 

that will be helping with the group in 2015. 

Relena Ribbons (Bangor University & 

University of Copenhagen), Michael Van 

Nuland (University of Tennessee), and Tom 

Crowther (Yale University) will be assisting 

with planning future meetings, updating the 

blog and journal club articles, gathering 

information to post in this bulletin, and much 

more. Get in touch with them for ideas or 

comments about the group, and look for them 

at events in the future. Very excited to have 

them onboard! 

  

PSE-PEPG Meeting recap 
The PSE-PEPG joint meeting on carbon cycling 

was a cleverly organized and well-executed 

meeting. Attendees were treated to talks and 

posters on research exploring both small- and 

large-scale processes and patterns, spread 

over two days. The first day started off with a 

keynote address by Howard Griffiths on 

incorporating isotope tracer techniques into 

carbon research. We continued the morning 

presentations with research on fine-scale 

processes, such as the soil biotic legacies of 

drought on soil microbial communities and 

carbon cycling, followed by a panel discussion. 

Panel discussions took place after each group 

of speakers, so the audience always had a 

chance to ruminate over questions to ask the 

presenters. 

After a lunch break, we started the afternoon 

off with a presentation on network structure 

in a chronosequence of restored fields, 

followed by talks on tropical rainforest 

nutrient limitation, mini-forests in the 

Rhizotron, and science-policy connections in 

Westminster. Refueled by some coffee and 

continued discussions, we settled into the last 

session for the day, focused on arctic 

environments. We started with a presentation 

on the use of stable isotopes to determine 

carbon allocation, and finished with research 

on root phenology and soil carbon stocks in 

Sweden. The research buzz continued as we 

adjourned from our seats for the day, and 

engaged in lively discussions with poster 

presenters. We wrapped up the evening with 

drinks and the conference dinner. 

 

The second day of the conference started off 

with the second keynote address, by Lisa 

Wingate, on the enzyme carbonic anhydrase 

and its important in the global carbon cycle. 

This was followed by research on the effects 

of vegetation composition and atmospheric 

warming on microclimate, browsing effects on 

carbon cycling, increasing soil carbon in 

agricultural settings, and a new carbon 

isotope tracer. After a coffee break we 

returned to learn about soil carbon in a long-

term experiment, followed by modelling 

permafrost thaw and fire effects, and soil 

greenhouse gas emissions in Ireland. The last 

session of the meeting began with the final 

keynote address, by Aimée Classen, where 

she discussed her experiments on ecosystem 

responses to global change across a range of 

scales. The conference concluded with talks 

on carbon storage in deadwood, fir and 

heather management in peatlands, grassland 

soil carbon management, and carbon cycling 

and crop yields. I left the meeting with my 
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head filled with interesting new directions for 

my own research, and all of the great research 

happening around me. I am happy to have 

met so many new potential collaborators, am 

excited about the next meeting!     

 

Relena Ribbons is a FONASO Ph.D. fellow at 

Bangor University and the University of 

Copenhagen. rribbons@gmail.com  

 

BES POST Fellow (Beth Brockett) 
There are many benefits to being a BES Fellow 

in the Parliamentary Office of Science and 

Technology (POST) - from being able to quiz 

eminent scientists, public figures and industry 

leaders to holding a pass into the Palace of 

Westminster and its fascinating and quirky 

nooks and chambers. During my 3-month 

placement I saw Big Ben strike 4; discovered 

the origin of the phrase 'in the bag' (a large 

fabric bag sits behind the speaker's chair to 

hold petitions - once your petition is placed 

into its roomy interior you can be sure that it 

will be discussed); have crouched in the 

broom cupboard where suffragette Emily 

Wilding Davison hid (more details here; seen a 

number of recognisable faces – my favourite 

sighting being that of being Baroness Floella 

Benjamin; and, last but not least, I learned a 

lot about the topic of the briefing paper (or 

POSTnote) I wrote on reducing greenhouse-

gas emissions from agricultural cropping.  

The role of evidenced-based research in 

policy-making and the process by which it is 

considered by Parliament is assisted by bodies 

such as the Parliamentary Office of Science 

and Technology (POST). POST assists MPs and 

peers in understanding and synthesizing up-

to-date research through the creation of 

POSTnotes, by holding events (I held a launch 

event for my POSTnote, details here), and 

through assisting Select Committees, amongst 

other activities. I have discovered that there 

are a number of different ways that scientists, 

at any stage in their career, can get involved 

in policy-making and for more information 

about this please see: 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/publi

c-policy/get-involved/ and 

 http://www.parliament.uk/get-

involved/have-your-say/take-part-in-

committee-inquiries/commons-witness-

guide/.  I am happy to answer questions about 

my experience and you can access my 

POSTnote here.  

Beth Brockett is an interdisciplinary PhD 
student at Lancaster Environment Centre 
(b.brockett@lancaster.ac.uk) 
http://tinyurl.com/lfwvv4q 

BES-SFÉ Meeting Recap 

The Plant-Soil-Ecosystems group recently held 

many exciting events at the joint BES-SFÉ 

meeting in December, including the oral 

session “Welcome to the dark side – 

opportunities, challenges, and solutions for 

synthesizing global soil biodiversity”. Topics 

in the session ranged from an overview of the 

new Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative 

(globalsoilbiodiversity.org), the computational 

http://www.relenaribbons.weebly.com/
mailto:rribbons@gmail.com
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/case-study-emily-wilding-davison/ewd/tony-benn-plaque/
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/bicameral/post/post-events/reducing-ghg-from-agriculture/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/public-policy/get-involved/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/public-policy/get-involved/
http://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/have-your-say/take-part-in-committee-inquiries/commons-witness-guide/
http://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/have-your-say/take-part-in-committee-inquiries/commons-witness-guide/
http://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/have-your-say/take-part-in-committee-inquiries/commons-witness-guide/
http://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/have-your-say/take-part-in-committee-inquiries/commons-witness-guide/
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/POST-PN-486/emissions-from-crops
mailto:b.brockett@lancaster.ac.uk
http://tinyurl.com/lfwvv4q
http://globalsoilbiodiversity.org/
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push towards a variety of soil biodiversity 

databases, and empirical studies on above- 

and belowground linkages in a global change 

context. Afterwards, the PSE group held an 

evening social event in a basement wine bar 

in downtown Lille for a “dirty speed 

networking” session. Look for events by the 

PSE group at future meetings for the latest in 

plant-soil-ecosystem work and the 

opportunity to network with other students 

and researchers! 

 
 

#PSEjclub – Contributions welcome! 
The Plants, Soils, Ecosystems journal club has 

attracted over 6000 hits from across the globe 

since it began last February. Recently we 

featured a post on the Earth Microbiome 

Project and a review of a new paper on plant-

soil feedbacks and phylogeny. If you want to 

join the discussion, you can comment directly 

on the posts or get in touch on twitter using 

hashtag #psejclub.   

 

We are always welcome to suggestions for 

papers to discuss in future posts. If you’d like 

to see more frequent posts, why not write a 

guest post for us on paper you find 

interesting? It’s great practice on critically 

reviewing a piece of literature and writing 

about research, and a terrific way to raise 

your profile. 

 

Joint PSE-Climate Change Meeting 

(TBA) 

A joint meeting in 2015 between the PSE and 

Climate Change SIGs titled will focus on 

ecosystem contribution to climate change 

mitigation. Stay tuned for more information! 

 

International Year of Soils 

2015 is the International Year of Soils, which 

means the time is ripe to educate and 

entertain your friends and families on all 

things soil ecology. A variety of soils-themed 

events (and more) are being held around the 

world, and a large list of such events can be 

found here. Soil education activities for the 

young at heart have been springing up on the 

FAO British Society of Soil Science, and GSBI 

websites (check out those macrofauna playing 

cards, or the I heart soil colouring book).  

 

Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative-GSBI 
The first meeting of the GSBI was held in 

Dijon, France this past December. The week 

was filled with great presentations and 

interesting science and the meeting attracted 

a large attendance of soil scientists. Read 

more from the twitter-based storify recap:  

https://storify.com/relenaribbons/global-soil-

biodiversity-initiative-dec-2014 

Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

Sequencing Metaanalysis Workshop 

(May 2015) 

A three-day workshop in May 2015 (Charles 

Darwin House, London) to bring people 

together to work on metaanalysis of 

sequencing data (both publicly available and 

attendees data), with the aim of exploring 

patterns in belowground biodiversity. This 

workshop is co-organised by the GSBI and will 

be held at a picturesque location in the north 

of England.  

 

Environmental Change & Forest Soil 

Fungi (October TBA) 

file:///C:/Users/scp11/Desktop/old%20desktop/BESFest%20and%20PSE/besplantsoileco.wordpress.com
http://www.fao.org/soils-2015/events/list/en/
http://www.iuss.org/images/stories/world_soil_day/IUSS%20Calendar.pdf
http://www.fao.org/soils-2015/en/
http://www.soils.org.uk/international-year-soils-2015-0
http://www.globalsoilbiodiversity.org/sites/default/files/Macrofauna%20game%20cards.pdf
http://www.globalsoilbiodiversity.org/sites/default/files/Macrofauna%20game%20cards.pdf
https://www.soils.org/files/iys/iys-colorbook-for-web.pdf
https://storify.com/relenaribbons/global-soil-biodiversity-initiative-dec-2014
https://storify.com/relenaribbons/global-soil-biodiversity-initiative-dec-2014
http://www.globalsoilbiodiversity.org/
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Workshop on “Environmental change and 

forest soil fungi” with aims including setting 

critical loads (e.g., N pollution) and scaling-up 

to macroecology. Coorganised by Laura 

Martinez-suz (Kew Gardens) and Sietze van 

der Linde (Imperial College, London). The 

workshop will be held at Kew Gardens. 

 

61st Conference on Soilborne Plant 

Pathogens & 47th Annual CA 

Nematology Workshop (March 24-26) 

In 2010 the Soil Fungus Conference was 

renamed Conference on Soilborne Plant 

Pathogens (CSPP), to include nematodes, 

bacteria, and viruses and to expand the scope 

of the meeting. The CSPP is a short meeting 

with a long list of benefits. Started in 1954 by 

researchers from the University of California 

with interests in soilborne fungi, it meets 

annually at locations in the western U.S. It has 

progressed into one of the most commonly 

known and highly valued conferences in plant 

pathology focused on soilborne fungi. 

This meeting has a relatively informal and 

highly interactive format that allows for 

provocative, short oral presentations on 

research and development discoveries, new 

or increasing disease problems, new 

applications, products and equipment, and 

other subjects, followed by questions and 

spirited, illuminating discussions as the 

audience pitches in. In some respects, it is a 

veritable “think tank” with both immediate 

and long-term benefits. All participants are 

encouraged to present and/or contribute to 

the discussions as they choose and time 

permits. Creative thinking, insights, opinions, 

and lots of take-home ideas abound under the 

special climate of this event. Participants 

come from universities (research, teaching, 

extension), private industry, technical service 

organizations, private practice/consulting, 

municipal and state agencies, crop 

production, and other areas. A number of 

Certified Crop Adviser and Pest Control 

Adviser continuing education units will be 

offered (includes laws and regulations hours). 

 

Find out more about the conference and 

registration here. 

 

Living Soils Conference: 7th IOBC 

Working Group Meeting on 

Multitrophic interactions in Soil (April 

28-30) 

The topic of the Living Soils Conference is the 

multitrophic interactions in soils, i.e. the 

interaction between living organisms in soils 

in both agricultural and natural environments, 

and including their effect on plant growth, 

health and nutritional status, and effects on 

soil biodiversity. The goal of the conference is 

to meet colleagues and to discuss the 

fundamental, strategic and practical aspects 

of multitrophic interactions in soil. 

 

Find out more about the conference here. 

 

2015 Soil Ecology Meeting (June 8-12) 
The SES biennial conference addresses 

contemporary issues in the field of soil 

ecology and provides a forum for ecologists, 

soil scientists, and members of related 

disciplines to present original research, 

participate in meeting symposia and 

workshops, and identify priorities for future 

research. Session topics will include 

rhizospheres and priming, soil organic matter, 

food web biodiversity, new genomic methods, 

faunal ecology, soil ecosystem resilience, and 

much more.  

 

This meeting is a great venue for soil 

ecologists to gather and interact in a fun, 

informal and exciting atmosphere. The 

meeting has always been especially friendly 

for students at all career stages, offering both 

travel and presentation awards and the 

http://soilfungus.wsu.edu/
http://www.wageningenur.nl/en/show/Living-Soils-Conference-1.htm
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opportunity to connect with more senior soil 

ecologists from a wide array of sub disciplines. 

This meeting will be all in one, with the 

lodging and conference at the same terrific 

venue, allowing for flexible scheduling and 

lots of interactions with colleagues. 

More information with confirmed speakers, 

specific scientific sessions, registration 

information, and excursions will be coming 

soon. Find out more here. 

 

Summer Soil Institute at Colorado 

State University (June 14-27) 
What are the physical, chemical and biological 

components of soil? What do molecular 

techniques tell us about soil biodiversity? How 

does soil chemistry affect carbon and nutrient 

cycling? How are soil processes affected by 

global change? Gain an integrated perspective 

with world-renowned faculty to address 

critical questions using current analytical 

techniques, experimental approaches, and 

instructional models. 

 

The Summer Soil Institute is designed for 

graduate students, post-docs, professionals, 

faculty, and K-12 teachers. Find out more 

here. 

 

 
Summer Soil Institute class of 2014. 

 

Job Opportunities 
 

Postdoctoral Fellow – Ecosystem 

Ecology/Soil biogeochemistry. Indiana 

University, Bloomington, IN 
We’re seeking a postdoc to join our research 

team in investigating how and why invasive 

species impacts (on decomposition and 

nutrient cycling) differ across the landscape. 

Specifically, we’re investigating the extent to 

which the biogeochemical impacts of a 

common forest understory invader - 

Microstegium vimineum – are affected by 

invader abundance and a forest’s nutrient 

economy (the dominant forms of nutrients in 

circulation). The primary work of the postdoc 

will be to set up a large-scale mesocosm 

experiment to characterize M. vimineum 

impacts across a gradient of nutrient 

economies, and to use these data to 

parameterize a stoichiometrically-constrained 

microbial (decomposition) model. Additional 

tasks will include working in M. vimineum 

density-manipulation experiments in Indiana, 

Georgia and North Carolina forests. 

 

The postdoc will be based in the ecosystem 

ecology lab of Dr. Richard Phillips at Indiana 

University, and will work collaboratively with 

the labs of Dr. Justin Wright at Duke 

University (wrightlab.weebly.com) and Dr. 

Luke Flory at the University of Florida 

(florylab.com). The majority of the fieldwork 

will be conducted at the Indiana sites, though 

occasional travel to the Georgia and North 

Carolina sites is expected. See more about the 

job posting here. 

 

Assistant Professor of Soil 

Microbiology, University of Wyoming 
We are recruiting a tenure-track Assistant 

Professor of Soil Microbiology. This is a 9-

month appointment with a 45% research, 45% 

teaching and 10% service split. We are 

seeking a candidate who can bridge basic and 

http://soilecologysociety.com/2015-soil-ecology-meeting/
http://soilinstitute.nrel.colostate.edu/
http://sites.bio.indiana.edu/~phillipslab
http://wrightlab.weebly.com/
http://www.florylab.com/
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502b&L=ecolog-l&P=1180
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applied research and will use knowledge of 

soil microbial processes in conjunction with 

state of the art techniques to develop a 

nationally recognized research program. This 

position is expected to contribute to existing 

UW research and expertise in agriculture, 

ecology, hydrology, rangeland management, 

and restoration of disturbed lands. The 

incumbent will teach two courses in the 

REWM and Agroecology programs (including a 

senior level course in Soil Microbiology) and 

develop a graduate course in the candidate’s 

area of expertise. The incumbent is also 

expected to advise undergraduate students 

and mentor graduate students. The service 

component includes outreach to natural 

resource management, agriculture and energy 

sectors in the State and university-wide 

activities. 

 

The successful candidate is required to have 

an earned PhD at the time of hire in soil 

microbiology or a closely related area and 

evidence of research productivity in the form 

of peer reviewed journal publications. 

Preferred qualifications include: evidence of 

teaching experience; demonstration of 

successful grantsmanship; post-doctoral 

experience; and evidence of interdisciplinary 

research. Applicants are expected to develop 

and maintain an externally funded research 

program, work productively in collaborative 

teams, conduct field-based research, and 

communicate scientific findings to a wide 

range of audiences.  

 

To apply, send a CV, statements of research 

and teaching interests, and contact 

information of three references as a single 

PDF file via email to the search chair, Dr. 

Ginger Paige, Dept. of Ecosystem Science & 

Management, University of Wyoming at 

gpaige@uwyo.edu. Review of applications 

will begin on March 15, 2015, but applications 

will be accepted until the position is filled. The 

intended start for the position is August 2015. 

See more from the job posting here. 

 

Associate Professor of Environmental 
Microbiology, Edinburgh Napier 
University  
We are currently seeking an Environmental 
Microbiologist (at Lecturer/Associate 
Professor or Professor level) at Edinburgh 
Napier University and would welcome 
applicants with a molecular microbial ecology 
background.  See more from the job posting 
here. 
  

GS-09 Ecologist or Soil Scientist 
Position  
The Canyonlands Research Station in Moab, 

Utah is recruiting for a term GS-09 Ecologist or 

Soil Scientist position (GS-0408 or GS-0470). 

This is a full time position (one year with 

possibility of extension) with the US 

Geological Survey, Southwester Biological 

Science Center. The incumbents will be 

responsible for carrying out data synthesis 

and field studies evaluating the impacts of 

energy development on Colorado Plateau 

ecosystems, with an emphasis on road 

networks, dust emissions, and the 

propagation of invasive species. Incumbent 

will work as part of an interdisciplinary team 

that includes restoration specialists, 

geographers, community ecologists, and soil 

scientists. See more about the job posting 

here. 

 

Postdoctoral Research Opportunities 

in Wetland Biogeochemistry & Plant 

Ecology 

The Roberts Lab of Ecosystem Ecology and 

Biogeochemistry at the Louisiana Universities 

Marine Consortium (LUMCON) is seeking two 

postdoctoral research associates (one in 

wetland biogeochemistry and one in plant 

ecology) to organize and lead a series of field 

studies and manipulative experiments 

https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502a&L=ecolog-l&P=2003
http://jobs.timeshighereducation.co.uk/jobs_jobdetails.asp?ac=124247
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502d&L=ecolog-l&P=12285
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studying the effects of the Macondo Oil Spill 

on coastal march ecosystems. See more about 

the opportunity here. 
 

ORISE Fellowship in Soil Microbiology 
& the Cold Regions Research & 
Engineering Laboratory 
We are looking for a highly motivated 

researcher to join the soil microbiology team 

investigating the role of soil microorganisms 

in changing landscapes, contaminated remote 

biomes, and ancient ice samples. The position 

includes laboratory and potentially some field 

assignments. Research experience in next-

generation sequencing and associated 

bioinformatics (e.g. QIIME) to sort through 

large data sets and expertise in statistical 

analysis of microbial processes are essential. 

See more from the posting here. 

 

 
 

Postdoctoral Position to Study Eco & 
Evo of Plant-Associated Microbes – 
Minnesota 
100% Work on an experimental project with 

global reach as part of a team of ecologists 

and evolutionary biologists in the University 

of Minnesota's departments of Ecology, 

Evolution, and Behavior and Plant Pathology. 

The scientific goal of this project is to examine 

the abiotic and biotic predictors of diversity in 

fungal, bacterial, and viral symbiont 

communities of plant hosts, and determine 

plant microbiome effects on disease 

transmission. Experiments will encompass 

scales ranging from individual hosts and local 

host communities to regional and global 

spatial scales. Successful applicants will have 

the opportunity to work with mathematical 

modelers to use empirically-derived 

parameter values and test predictive models.  

See more from the job posting here. 

Studentships, Internships, & Technicians 
 

PhD Student Position on Biodiversity 
and Carbon Storage of Alpine 
Ecosystems – Norway 
New project investigating biodiversity and 

carbon storage of alpine ecosystems under 

climate change. The project focuses on the 

roles of, and interactions between, different 

functional groups of plants and microbes in 

controlling the biodiversity and carbon 

storage of these systems under climate 

change. Removal experiments, plant and 

microbial biodiversity assessments, and 

carbon flux and stock measurements will 

make up the core field and lab components of 

the project. The project will make use of the 

“climate grid” of experimental sites set up by 

the SeedClim project along temperature and 

precipitation gradients in western Norway. 

See more about this exciting opportunity in  

 

 

the beautiful fjord landscapes of western 

Norway here. 

 
PhD Projects on Climate Change 
Impacts on Terrestrial Ecosystem 
Productivity & Nutrient Cycling – 
Tasmania 
We are seeking applicants for each of two 

PhD projects in climate change impacts on the 

productivity of terrestrial ecosystems, both 

based in Tasmania. The projects are 

supported by an Australian Research Council 

Discovery Project grant to investigate how 

changes in rainfall timing influence the ability 

of terrestrial ecosystems to respond to the 

rising concentration of CO2 in the 

atmosphere. See more about the projects and 

information here. 

 

https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502d&L=ecolog-l&P=14049
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502d&L=ecolog-l&P=12975
https://employment.umn.edu/applicants/jsp/shared/position/JobDetails_css.jsp
http://www.uib.no/en/rg/EECRG/55395/seedclim
http://www.mail-archive.com/ecolog-l@listserv.umd.edu/msg38567.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.utas.edu.au/plant-science/whats-new-at-plant-science/plant-sci-news-items/phd-project-on-climate-change-impacts
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PhD Student Position in Microbial 
Community Ecology – Uppsala 
University 
The composition of communities differs due 

to a combination of different processes, 

which include selection by local 

environmental conditions, dispersal from the 

regional species pool and stochastic events. In 

addition historical events, such as past 

environmental conditions and past dispersal 

events, may leave their imprint on 

communities. One major limitation is that 

most studies are ‘snap-shots’ in time so that 

we currently know little about the importance 

of ‘the legacy of the past’. Generally, effects 

of historical factors are difficult to address 

when slow growing larger organisms are used. 

The PhD-student position will therefore make 

use of the advantages that natural bacterial 

communities offer with regard to the 

implementation of time-series studies and 

multi-generational experiments. The PhD 

work includes laboratory and field 

experiments as well field surveys in rock pools 

as natural model systems. Find out more 

about the opportunity here. 

 

Graduate Research Assistant (M.S.) – 
Microbial Ecology 
The University of Illinois Springfield’s 

Therkildsen Field Station at Emiquon is 

actively recruiting a motivated M.S. student to 

work on an aspect of microbial ecology 

associated with The Nature Conservancy’s 

restoration ecology project, Emiquon, or a 

related aspect of river floodplain ecology. 

Intensive sampling of microbial loop 

organisms has been ongoing since the 

beginning of the restoration effort and the 

GRA project would build on this foundation. 

See more about the position here. 

 

B4WARMED Field Research Interns 

B4WARMED (Boreal Forest Warming at an 

Ecotone in Danger) is a manipulative 

experiment that warms plants and soil in the 

field to examine tree seedling response to 

warming with respect to physiology, 

phenology, growth, and survival. We seek one 

independent and mature field assistant with a 

background in biology, ecology, 

environmental science, forestry, or a related 

field for a paid field research internship 

($10/hr). The season starts in early April and 

runs into early August, start dates are flexible 

around these weeks. The intern will work and 

travel mostly independently and occasionally 

in a pair or small group. Maturity and work 

autonomously and for long hours is required. 

See more about the internship here. 

 

PhD Course: Root-Soil-Microbe 

Interactions – Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences (May 4-8) 

This course focuses on beneficial root-soil-

microbe interactions in the rhizosphere 

context, and covers both agriculture and 

forest ecosystems. The aim is to give students 

a comprehensive overview of beneficial 

interactions taking place in the root-soil-

microbe interface, including mycorrhiza, 

bacteria, archaea, and root nodule symbioses. 

The course provides information on state-of-

the-art applications and research subjects 

within the field. Find out more here. 

 

Field Technicians Great Basin Pinyon-

Juniper Plant Ecology 

Two field technicians are needed for a field 

investigation of tree mortality and understory 

vegetation in central Nevada’s pinyon-juniper 

woodlands May-August, as part of ongoing 

research in the Great Basin Landscape Ecology 

lab at the University of Nevada, Reno. See 

more about the opportunity here. 

 

 

http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/join-us/details/?positionId=56211
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502d&L=ecolog-l&P=13372
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502d&L=ecolog-l&P=13776
http://www.slu.se/PageFiles/441242/Interactions%20flyer%202015.pdf
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1502d&L=ecolog-l&P=5578
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 24-26 March 2015 – 61st Annual Conference on Soilborne Plant Pathogens & 47th California 

Nematology Workshop, University of California, Riverside 

 28-30 April 2015 – Living Soils Conference: 7th IOBC Working Group Meeting, Wageningen, NL 

 4-8 May 2015 – PhD course: Root-Soil-Microbe Interactions, Uppsala, Sweden 

 8-12 June 2015 – Soil Ecology Meeting, Colorado Springs, CO 

 14-27 June 2015 – Summer Soil Institute at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO 

 9-14 August 2015- Ecological Society of America Meeting, Baltimore, MD 

 13-16 December 2015- British Ecological Society, Edinburgh, UK 

 

  



March 2015  11 
 

Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
 
You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Franciska De Vries, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester 
Mike Whitfield, Trinity College Dublin 
Sarah Pierce, Imperial College London  
Relena Ribbons, Bangor University and University of Copenhagen, (Student Representative) 
Michael Van Nuland, The University of Tennessee (Student Representative) 
Tom Crowther, Yale University  
 
Also affiliated are Emma Sayer, The Open University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences; Tim Daniell, The James Hutton Institute; and Dave Johnson, Aberdeen University. Richard 
Bardgett, The University of Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 
 
 

Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Relena Ribbons and Michael Van Nuland, 
and they will be included in the next issue. 
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