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Bulletin July 2015 

  

 

Welcome to the July Plants-Soils-Ecosystem SIG bulletin where you will find the latest news and 

information from the above- and belowground world.  We are continuing to coordinate with the 

Climate Change SIG on plans for our upcoming joint meeting, develop our blog/journal club, and 

preparing for lots of exciting summer and fall events. Inside are details of upcoming meetings, 

events, job postings, studentships, and other announcements.  If you’d like to be more involved 

with any of the group’s projects or have some comments for the committee, please get in touch! 

  

Michael Van Nuland & Relena Ribbons 

PSE Student Representatives 
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News

#metasoil15: Soil Sequencing Meta-

analysis Workshop, University of 

Manchester, 18-20th May 2015 
(By Angela Straathof, Univ of Manchester) 

For three intensive and productive days, 

ecologists and bioinformaticians came 

together to synthesise different backgrounds 

of ecological and next-generation sequencing 

expertise, identify important unanswered 

questions about belowground biodiversity, 

and address these questions by combining 

and meta-analysing more than 30 

belowground biodiversity datasets. We (the 

participants) were actively engaged in each 

objective by the workshop organisers, Kelly 

Ramirez of the Global Soil Biodiversity 

Initiative and the Netherlands Institute of 

Ecology, Rob Griffiths of the Centre for 

Ecology and Hydrology in Wallingford, and 

Franciska de Vries of the University of 

Manchester and Plants-Soils-Ecosystems.  

Day one of the workshop provided everyone 

with the opportunity to introduce themselves 

and their datasets. It quickly became apparent 

that the workshop benefitted from a wide 

range in researchers’ backgrounds, the nature 

of their sequencing datasets, and the 

metadata that came with them. We were 

inspired about how to approach the meta-

analysis by the speakers: Franciska de Vries, 

Kelly Ramirez, Rob Griffiths, Jennifer Talbot, 

Diana Nemergut, and John Davison each 

discussed their perspectives on the value of 

metagenomic data for answering ecological 

questions, while Mattias de Hollander and 

Hyun Soon Gweon provided valuable input 

from the bioinformatician’s perspective. We 

set out to articulate the ecological questions 

we could explore using our combined 

datasets. We prioritised looking at the degree 

to which we could identify a ‘core’ soil 

microbiome across ecological biomes; 

whether indicator species and co-occurrences 

could be associated with a core microbiome, 

and how this could be related to 

environmental data across biomes. 

Day two was one of serious number-

crunching: datasets were conformed and 

consolidated, scripts written and tested, 

metagenomes from data repositories 

downloaded and uploaded. The atmosphere 

was focused and purposeful! We also had the 

opportunity to consult with meta-analytical 

experts Bruce Hungate and Kees-Jan van 

Groenigen. By day three, the workshop group 

was a well-oiled machine. Everyone had a 

task-set and communication was frequent. 

Research questions were defined and the 

outline of a paper took form. Franciska, Kelly 

and Rob kept everyone well-motivated, and 

ensured the atmosphere stayed positive and 

constructive.    

The Sequencing Meta-Analysis Workshop was 

a really valuable exercise in cross-disciplinary 

data analysis, a great networking opportunity 

for the researchers involved, and important 

for evaluating the state-of-knowledge of 

belowground biodiversity. Informative 

discussions around these topics took place in 

the workshop classroom, but continued fluidly 

over drinks and dinner in the evenings. Of 

course, the workshop did not end on day 

three: we are all busy with our respective 

contributions to the meta-analysis paper we 

aim to produce! 

 

Soil Ecology Society Meeting Recap 

(By Michael Van Nuland, Univ of Tennessee) 

I recently attended the bi-annual Soil Ecology 

Society meeting in Colorado Springs. This was 

my first SES meeting and I greatly enjoyed the 

smaller scale (~100 people) and relaxed 
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atmosphere. This made the whole experience 

much more fun to meet new people and 

share ideas on current and future work. 

 

The schedule consisted of a terrific plenary 

speaker line-up, with topics spaning new 

mycobiome research (Jenny Talbot), 

educating for scientific literacy (Sherri Morris), 

and biogeochemical processes in dry soils 

(Josh Schimel). Oral talk session themes 

included rhizospheres and priming, trophic 

interactions, environmental change/invasives, 

and much more. Loren Byrne, director of 

education for the Global Soil Biodiversity 

Initiative, led a workshop on teaching soil 

ecology using modern teaching methods. 

Here, grad students, post docs, and faculty 

were informed of active learning techniques 

among other practices, and shared ideas of 

classroom activities and labs related to soil 

ecology and soil health. Noah Fierer spoke 

about the major challenges faced by the field 

of soil ecology at the banquet dinner, 

highlighting the need to understand drivers 

and functional significance of the immense 

rhizosphere microbial diversity, scaling issues 

from horizons to ecosystem levels, and 

identifying the aspects of microbial 

community composition that predict soil C 

cycling. Apart from science-related activities, 

the conference also hosted trips to Pikes Peak 

and Garden of the Gods, as well as a grad 

student social. Be sure to keep an eye out for 

the next conference in 2017, it is sure to be a 

fantastic opportunity to meet others that 

share a passion for soils! 

 

Summer Soil Institute Recap 

(By Yamina Pressler, Colorado State Univ) 

Every June, Colorado State University hosts a 

two-week intensive course covering the 

diverse field of soil science. The Summer Soil 

Institute (SSI) is hosted by an interdisciplinary 

team of world-renowned soil science 

researchers at the Natural Resource Ecology 

Laboratory at Colorado State University 

including who aim to share their cutting-edge 

science with participants. Open to graduate 

students, post-docs, science professionals, 

faculty, and K-12 teachers from all around the 

world, SSI is the go-to short course in soil 

science that leaves participants with an 

enriched perspective of the complexities of 

soils and an understanding of current issues in 

the field. 

 

Over the past two weeks, participants have 

explored soils in beautiful Colorado, with field 

trips to the Central Plains Experimental Range 

(http://www.ars.usda.gov/Main/docs.htm?do

cid=10724) and the Borden Memorial Forest 

(http://bordenmemorialforest.com/) to learn 

about the local pedology and ecology of these 

systems. In addition, participants took soil 

samples that they processed during hands-on 

laboratory experiences throughout the 

course. Laboratory activities focused on soil 

organic matter fractionation, pedology, soil 

chemistry, soil fauna taxonomy, and microbial 

ecology. Participants then analyzed and 

synthesized the data they generated 

throughout the course and presented their 

findings during a culminating trip to Colorado 

State University’s Mountain Campus. When 

participants were not busy identifying 

nematodes under a microscope or learning 

how to interpret NMR spectra in the 

laboratory, they were attending lecture series 

that spanned the gamut of current topics in 

soil science. Participants also engaged in a 

number of open discussions on the pedagogy 

http://www.ars.usda.gov/Main/docs.htm?docid=10724
http://www.ars.usda.gov/Main/docs.htm?docid=10724
http://bordenmemorialforest.com/
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of soil science education. After two weeks of 

all things soils, participants walked away from 

SSI with a refreshed appreciation of soils, 

curiosity about current questions in soil 

science, and the energy needed to answer 

these questions!  

 

For more information about the Summer Soil 

Institute, visit soilinstitute.nrel.colostate.edu 

and be sure to check out #SSI2015 on twitter.  

 

SSI 2015 participants end the two-week course at 

the Colorado State University Mountain Campus. 

Photo credit: Amanda J. Morrison 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the FAO “Soil Stories” blog  

As part of the International Year of Soils, the 

“Soil Stories” blog aims to communicate the 

profound importance of soils for human life. 

The main objective of the blog is to provide 

you with a forum to exchange stories, photos 

and multimedia about the cultural, economic 

and environmental impact of soils on your 

lives. The blog aims to raise awareness on 

soils through the lens of human-focused 

stories from around the world. Check out 

recent posts and find out more info here.  

 

#PSEjclub – Contributions welcome! 

The Plants, Soils, Ecosystems journal club has 

attracted over 8,250 views from across the 

globe since it began last February. If you want 

to join the discussion, you can comment 

directly on the posts or get in touch on twitter 

using hashtag #psejclub. We are always 

welcome to suggestions for papers to discuss 

in future posts. If you’d like to see more 

frequent posts, why not write a guest post for 

us on paper you find interesting? Contact 

Mike Van Nuland, Relena Ribbons, or Mike 

Whitfield for more info on writing a guest 

post. 

Meeting and Event Announcements 
 

BES Symposium: The Ecology and 

Evolution of Emerging Plant Pests and 

Pathogens (13th-14th July, Univ of 

Exeter, Cornwall, UK) 

This symposium will bring together experts in 

genetics, cell biology, ecology, evolution, 

plant pathology, modelling, microbiology, 

climate change, remote sensing, agriculture 

and forestry to synthesize recent research 

into emerging plant pests and pathogens 

(EPPPs) and share findings across disciplines. 

The aim is to describe the threat that EPPPs  

 

 

pose, the mechanisms by which they evolve 

and spread, the ecological and environmental 

factors that influence emergence, and the 

management strategies that can be used for 

control. There will also be a Public Policy 

Debate, sponsored by the Society of General 

Microbiology, on Monday 13th July, in 

Falmouth at the Maritime Museum. Tickets 

and travel to the venue are free to all those 

attending the Symposium. Find out more 

here. 

 

http://www.soilinstitute.nrel.colostate.edu/
http://www.fao.org/soils-2015/blog/en
https://besplantsoileco.wordpress.com/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/events/current_future_meetings/2015-annual-symposia
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The International Barcode of Life 

Conference (August 18-21, University 

of Guelph) 

The Scientific Organizing Committee is 

pleased to announce that the 6thInternational 

Barcode of Life Conference will be held from 

August 18 – 21, 2015 at the University of 

Guelph, one of Canada’s major life science 

universities. Since 2003, DNA barcoding has 

become the largest research program in 

biodiversity science, one examining all 

eukaryote kingdoms and spanning many 

nations. Reflecting the scope of the program, 

numerous major international collaborative 

projects are underway. The 6th Conference 

will sustain traditions established by the five 

earlier conferences; it will showcase the latest 

scientific achievements and socio-economic 

implications of work conducted by the DNA 

barcode research community. The theme of 

the 6th Conference, Barcodes to Biomes, 

signals the ongoing expansion of our 

community’s research agenda from studies on 

particular sets of species in particular places 

to work which is creating the capability to 

examine entire biotic assembles at local and 

global scales. More info here.  

 

University course on Molecular 

Analysis of Trophic Interactions (14th-

25th September, Innsbruck, Austria) 

Molecular approaches offer exciting 

possibilities to study trophic interactions. 

Within the last decade considerable progress 

has been made in DNA-based methodology to 

unravel who eats what including predator-

prey, host-parasitoid and herbivore-plant 

interactions across ecosystems. This course 

provides a hands-on introduction to molecular 

trophic ecology and offers the opportunity to 

learn and discuss how to best apply these 

methods to your own research project. Online 

enrollment until July 31st 2015. More here.  

 

Environmental Change & Forest Soil 

Fungi (October TBA) 

Workshop on “Environmental change and 

forest soil fungi” with aims including setting 

critical loads (e.g., N pollution) and scaling-up 

to macroecology. Coorganised by Laura 

Martinez-suz (Kew Gardens) and Sietze van 

der Linde (Imperial College, London). The 

workshop will be held at Kew Gardens. 

 

Argonne Soil Metagenomics Meeting 

(21st - 23rd October, Chicago, IL) 

The 7th Annual Argonne Soil Metagenomics 

Meeting will take place October 21–23, 2015 

at the Hilton Lisle/Naperville just outside 

Chicago, IL! The meeting brings together 

microbiologists, soil ecologists, molecular 

biologists, and computer scientists to discuss 

breakthroughs and challenges in using next-

generation DNA sequencing to understand 

complex microbial communities in soil. We 

welcome presentations on any aspect of 

'omics research in soil, from technical 

advances to new insights in the microbial role 

in ecosystem function. Find more info here. 

 

Symposium: Global Forest Dynamics 

and Interactions With a Changing 

Climate (14th-18th December, San 

Francisco, CA) 

Abstract submission is open to the session 

“Global forest dynamics and interactions with 

a changing climate” at the AGU Fall Meeting. 

The deadline for all submissions is 

Wednesday, 5 August. Please see below for 

the session description. Regards, Kristina 

Anderson-Teixeira Alan Tepley (Conveners) 

Session Description: Forests are an influential 

component of the global carbon cycle and 

play an important role in Earth’s climate 

system. Climate change is altering forest 

dynamics, driving biogeochemical and 

biophysical feedbacks to the climate system. 

http://dnabarcodes2015.org/
http://www.uibk.ac.at/projects/mati/
http://press3.mcs.anl.gov/asmw15/
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This session will focus on impacts of climate 

change on forests globally and consequent 

climate feedbacks. In particular, it will address 

(1) mechanisms through which climate change 

is impacting forest dynamics—including 

physiological responses, community 

dynamics, and biogeochemical cycling; (2) 

interactive effects of disturbance and climate 

change on forest dynamics; and (3) 

implications of forest-climate feedbacks that 

could buffer or accelerate change. More info 

here.  

 

Job Opportunities 

 

Assistant Prof of Ecosystem Health 

(University of Georgia) 

The Savannah River Ecology Laboratory and 

the Odum School of Ecology at the University 

of Georgia invite applications for an academic-

year, tenure- track position as an Assistant 

Professor of Ecosystem Health. The successful 

applicant will be located at the Savannah 

River Ecology Laboratory in Aiken, S.C. The 

successful candidate is expected to develop 

an extramurally funded and internationally 

recognized research program focused on the 

role of environmental stressors (e.g., 

radionuclides, heavy metals, other 

contaminants, or pathogens) in the 

degradation of ecosystem health and function 

(including individuals, populations or 

ecosystems). It is expected that a portion of 

the successful candidate’s research will be 

conducted on the Savannah River Site. Find 

out more about application requirements 

here. 

 

Assistant, Associate, or Full 

Scientist/Curator x 6! (California 

Academy of Sciences) 

The California Academy of Sciences seeks to 

fill several endowed positions with Ph.D.-level 

scientists who do outstanding biodiversity / 

ecological science, focus on broader science 

communication & engagement, care about 

increasing diversity in science, connect their 

work to real-world sustainability outcomes, 

and want to change the world.  

 

Under new leadership, the Academy is 

aggressively investing in groundbreaking 

scientific research & discovery, and hiring new 

scientists who will help us pursue our mission 

to “Explore, Explain and Sustain Life” on Earth. 

We are eagerly seeking up-and-coming 

scientific leaders with expertise in 

biodiversity, ecology & evolution, and global 

environmental change. At the Academy, 

scientists and curators are appointed in hard-

money, endowed positions within our 

Institute for Biodiversity Science and 

Sustainability (IBSS), and are expected to 

embrace scientific exploration, science 

communication & engagement, increasing 

diversity, and making a real difference in 

environmental sustainability. See more for the 

job announcements here. 

 

Post Doc Soil Microbial Ecology 

(Michigan State University) 

A postdoctoral research associate position is 

available at Michigan State University, in the 

lab of Dr. Lisa Tiemann. I am seeking a highly 

motivated individual to work on a funded 

project focused on 1) understanding the 

genetic controls on bacterial extracellular 

polysaccharide production and; 2) how 

extracellular polysaccharides contribute to 

soil organic matter formation. The positions 

will include the following activities: Molecular 

https://agu.confex.com/agu/fm15/preliminaryview.cgi/Session8620
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1506a&L=ecolog-l&P=4593
http://calacademy.snaphire.com/jobdetails?ajid=vNXB8


May 2015  7 
 

work including DNA and RNA extraction, high-

throughput quantitative-PCR, and sample 

preparation for amplicon sequencing; 

isolation and lab incubations of Pseudomonas 

species; data analysis and manuscript 

preparation; presentation of results at 

national and international scientific meetings. 

In addition, the research associate will assist 

with some lab organization and mentoring of 

graduate and undergraduate students. The 

successful candidates must have a Ph.D. with 

a research focus in soil ecology, microbiology, 

biogeochemistry, or a closely related field 

with preference given to those with 

experience in molecular methods. Strong 

candidates will also possess the following 

attributes: A strong publication record from 

their Ph.D. (papers published, in press, or 

submitted); creativity, independence, and the 

desire to learn new things; excellent 

communication skills, both written and oral. 

This is a 2-year position contingent upon 

funding and/or performance. A start date of 

September 1, 2015 is preferred, but 

alternative timelines will be considered and 

should be noted in the cover letter. Find out 

more here. 

 

Post Doc Genomic and Physiological 

Analysis of Abiotic Stress Response 

(University of Georgia) 
Two postdoctoral positions are available as 

part of a collaborative project between the 

labs of John Burke and Lisa Donovan at the 

University of Georgia. These positions will 

involve the genomic and physiological analysis 

of abiotic stress responses in cultivated 

sunflower and related wild sunflower species. 

The ideal candidates will have a strong 

background in one or more of the following 

areas: population/quantitative genetics, 

genomics, bioinformatics, plant 

ecophysiology, stress physiology. Funds are 

anticipated to support these positions over 

multiple years with a preferred start date of 

January 2015. Review of applications will 

begin immediately and will continue until the 

positions are filled. More about the positions 

here. 

 

Post Doc Plant Phylogenetics 

(University of Missouri) 
I am looking for a postdoctoral researcher to 

join my lab at the University of Missouri – St. 

Louis. The project involves constructing a 

species-level phylogeny for the Neotropical 

genus Burmeistera (Campanulaceae) using 

next-generation sequencing approaches 

(‘Hyb-Seq’, targeting low-copy nuclear regions 

with enrichment probes and genome- 

skimming for plastomes). Results will be used 

to test the relative roles of pollinator-

mediated reproductive isolation and gametic 

isolation (post-pollination yet prezygotic) in 

the diversification of Burmeistera. Candidates 

should have experience with plant molecular 

phylogenetics, including labwork and 

bioinformatics analysis of next-gen data, and 

an interest in plant speciation and/or 

pollination biology. Successful applicants will 

also be encouraged to also carry out his or her 

own research projects related to work done in 

the Muchhala Lab. The start date for the 

position is flexible, from August of 2015 to 

January 2016. More here. 

 

Post Doc Global Biogeochemical 

Cycling (Univ California Davis) 

The Earth Systems Ecology and 

Biogeochemistry lab at the University of 

California, Davis has an opening for a 

postdoctoral scholar in the area of Global 

Biogeochemical Cycling. Working on an NSF-

funded project (via Integrated Earth Systems), 

the incumbent will investigate the problem of 

terrestrial nutrient limitation and its role in 

the carbon cycle and climate system. The 

specific goal of the research is to combine 

https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1506a&L=ecolog-l&P=2051
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1506a&L=ecolog-l&P=5257
http://www.umsl.edu/~muchhalan/
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1506b&L=ecolog-l&P=9631
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models with field experiments to examine the 

role of rock nitrogen weathering in altering 

both the size and geographic location of the 

terrestrial CO2 sink. The project involves 

several co-PIs whose research cuts across 

many different aspects of the geological and 

biological domains. Qualifications include a 

Ph.D. in some aspect of the Earth System 

Sciences (e.g., biogeochemistry, geophysics, 

systems engineering, computational biology, 

ecology, etc.). Demonstrated experience with 

spatial/numerical biogeochemical modeling 

(i.e., GIS, R, Fortran etc.) is highly desired. 

Candidates whose past research has focused 

on rock weathering processes, particularly in 

relation to tectonic uplift, climate, and 

geobiological controls, are especially 

encouraged to apply. More here on how to 

apply. 

 

 

 

 

Plant Ecology Research Position 

(Stanford University) 

Plant Ecology Research Professional Position 

in the Mordecai Lab at Stanford The Mordecai 

lab at Stanford University is seeking a full-time 

Life Science Research Professional to lead 

field and laboratory experiments in grassland 

community ecology and plant-fungal 

interactions. The position, based out of Palo 

Alto, CA, will involve extensive field work in 

Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve 

(http://jrbp.stanford.edu/) and other 

grassland field sites in California, as well as lab 

work on Stanford campus. Project objectives 

will include studying how interactions 

between grassland plants and their pathogens 

shape population and community dynamics, 

and how climate variation may mediate these 

outcomes. Please visit the lab website to learn 

more about our research interests: 

mordecailab.com. Activities will include 

planting, weeding, and harvesting plant field 

experiments, collecting and maintaining 

fungal cultures in the lab, and managing lab 

inventory. Find out more here.

Studentships, Internships, & Technicians

 

2 PhDs Positions: Crop Ecology & Soil 

Microbial Ecology (Wageningen Centre 

for Soil Ecology) 

The Wageningen Centre for Soil Ecology 

research programme “Clever Cover Cropping” 

invites applications for two PhD candidates. 

They will, together with a third PhD 

candidate, aim to understand how 

combinations of cover crops drive primary 

production and other ecosystem services. 

Since recently, EU farmers are stimulated to 

grow cover crops in mixtures of at least two 

plant species. Cleverly chosen species 

mixtures can support greater inputs into the  

 

soil C reservoir, driving increases in soil N and 

P and crop nutrient use efficiency, and reduce 

pathogen pressure on the main crop. 

However, knowledge is lacking on how to 

design tailor-made mixtures serving multiple 

management targets. 

 

The PhD candidates will, together with 

business partners, identify and select cover 

crop species mixtures with traits that 

synergize towards greater aboveground and 

belowground biomass production and 

efficient and robust resource capture under 

cool temperatures and low radiation in spring 

and autumn. They will determine the effects 

https://gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/postdoctoral/job-listings
http://jrbp.stanford.edu/
https://listserv.umd.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A2=ind1506d&L=ecolog-l&P=62
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of cover crop mixtures on the soil microbial 

community, flows of C, N and P, disease 

suppression, and assess the effects on main 

crop productivity. This will add to current 

concepts on biodiversity effects and extend 

them to nutrient rich systems with crop 

rotations. 

 

For more information on the PhD position in 

Crop Ecology click here, for more information 

on the PhD position in Soil Microbial Ecology 

click here. 

 

PhD Grassland soils and GHGs 

(Grassland Ecosystem Research Unit, 

INRA, Deadline: 15 July, 2015) 

Increasing evidence suggests that grassland 

management is a key tool to reduce 

agricultural greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

and mitigate the risks of climate change. 

Nutrient management in particular has clear 

potential to reduce GHG emissions and to 

increase the storage of carbon by plants and 

soil, as well as affecting soil fertility. However, 

impacts of multi-nutrient additions on GHG 

emissions and soil carbon are not easy to 

predict because different nutrients and soil 

improvers impact a range of ecosystem 

properties and may be confounded by plant-

soil interactions. Improved mechanistic 

understanding of multi-nutrient effects on 

grassland structure and function is needed for 

the development of sustainable grassland 

management practices and effective climate 

mitigation strategies.  

 

This industry-funded studentship, based in the 

Massif-central in France, will examine impacts 

of single and multi-nutrient additions on 

greenhouse gas emissions (CO2, N2O), soil 

carbon stocks, nutrient leaching losses and 

plant production in an upland grassland 

ecosystem. The project will investigate the 

importance of plant-plant and plant-soil 

interactions for ecosystem properties in the 

different nutrient treatments. The 

studentship is part of a broader collaborative 

research project with a multi-national 

company assessing the efficiency of novel, 

organic soil improvers on grassland 

ecosystems. The project will make use of an 

existing upland grassland field-trial, and will 

involve a range of techniques in both plant 

and soil ecology, as well as measurement of 

greenhouse gas emissions. The project 

benefits from collaborations with INRA 

scientists specialized in microbial activity, and 

offers the opportunity to use state of the art 

techniques for measuring plant hormones as 

an indicator of plant nutrient status. The 

student will be trained in methods for 

measuring diverse ecosystem properties as 

well as in statistical methods for assessing 

data.  

 

We are looking for a highly motivated 

candidate with a recent university MSc degree 

(students about to complete their MSc will be 

considered). The candidate should be a 

results-driven team player and have excellent 

communication skills and proficiency in either 

English or French (both oral and written). The 

Ph.D. student will be enrolled in the 

Université Blaise-Pascal and be based at the 

Grassland Ecosystem Research Unit, Institut 

National de la Recherche Agronomique(INRA), 

Clermont Ferrand, France. The project will be 

funded by a three-year CIFRE studentship and 

the student will be officially employed by CMI-

Groupe Roullier (gross salary per month 

2013.46€). CIFRE studentships are nominative 

(final CIFRE paperwork will be completed once 

the PhD candidate is selected), and the PhD 

project is anticipated to start at the end of 

October/ start of November 2015. The Ph.D. 

student will be co-supervised by Dr Juliette 

Bloor and Dr Pascal Carrère (INRA).  

 

https://www.academictransfer.com/employer/WUR/vacancy/28410/lang/en/
https://www.academictransfer.com/employer/WUR/vacancy/28410/lang/en/
https://nioo.knaw.nl/nl/vacatures/phd-candidate-clever-cover-cropping
https://nioo.knaw.nl/nl/vacatures/phd-candidate-clever-cover-cropping
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Interested candidates should send the 

following documents by email to Juliette Bloor 

(juliette.bloor@clermont.inra.fr) and Pascal 

Carrère (pascal.carrere@clermont.inra.fr): (i) 

letter of motivation, (ii) CV, (iii) names and 

contact details of two referees on or before 

July 15, 2015. Job interviews will be held on 

July 20-22 by Skype. 

 

PhD Soil Microbes and Wine  

Exciting opportunity to join a diverse network 

of PhD students and faculty exploring the 

community of microorganisms that lie at the 

heart of wine. This PhD opportunity will focus 

on the geochemistry and microbial 

community of vineyard soil. The research will 

explore different soils types to understand the 

spatial distribution of elements in landscapes 

from both formerly glaciated and non-

glaciated region in Europe. Experience with 

molecular methods and/or soils is a plus. A 

MS degree or equivalent experience is 

expected. The PhD will interact with several 

different lab groups: Tom Gilbert, Kurt Kjær, 

Lars Hestbjerg Hansen, and Aimee Classen  

More info about the position here. 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

 13-14 July 2015 – BES Symposium: Ecology and Evolution of Emerging Plant Pests and Pathogens 

 9-14 August 2015 – Ecological Society of America Meeting, Baltimore, MD 

 18-21 August 2015 – The International Barcode of Life Conference, University of Guelph 

 14-25 September 2015 – Course: Molecular Analysis of Trophic Interactions, Innsbruck, Austria 

 21-23 October 2015 – Argonne Soil Metagenomics Meeting, Chicago, IL 

 October 2015 (TBA) – Environmental Change and Forest Soil Fungi, Kew Gardens, London 

 13-16 December 2015 – British Ecological Society Meeting, Edinburgh, UK 

 14-18 December 2015 – Global Forest Dynamics and Interactions With a Changing Climate 

 

  

mailto:juliette.bloor@clermont.inra.fr
http://geogenetics.ku.dk/research_groups/gilbert_groups/
http://geogenetics.ku.dk/staff/?pure=en/persons/77403
http://pure.au.dk/portal/en/persons/id(f1afca6a-5a5a-4fec-b0f5-cc7bbb39a088).html
http://web.utk.edu/~aclassen/Home.html
http://www.microwine.eu/
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Plants-Soils-Ecosystems Details 

 

PSE is a special interest group of the British Ecological Society.  However, you don’t have to be a BES 

member to join PSE or receive the bulletin.   

 

Contact 

Sign up for our email list by sending an email to listserv@jiscmail.ac.uk Subject: BLANK Message: 
SUBSCRIBE PLANT-SOIL-ECO Firstname Lastname 
 
You can also follow us on Twitter @BESPlantSoilEco, or like us on Facebook. 
 

Committee 

The organizing committee currently consists of:  
Franciska De Vries, The University of Manchester (Secretary) 
Ellen Fry, The University of Manchester 
Mike Whitfield, Trinity College Dublin 
Sarah Pierce, Imperial College London  
Relena Ribbons, Bangor University and University of Copenhagen, (Student Representative) 
Michael Van Nuland, The University of Tennessee (Student Representative) 
Tom Crowther, Yale University  
 
Also affiliated are Emma Sayer, The Open University; Paul Kardol, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences; Tim Daniell, The James Hutton Institute; and Dave Johnson, Aberdeen University. Richard 
Bardgett, The University of Manchester, supports the committee in an advisory role. 
 
 

Bulletin 
The Bulletin is a bi-monthly publication with news, jobs, studentships, meeting announcements and 
more.  Information in the bulletin is submitted by members of the mailing list.  Entries are for 
information only and their inclusion does not constitute endorsement by the British Ecological 
Society.  Please email any contributions for the bulletin to Michael Van Nuland and Relena Ribbons 
and they will be included in the next issue. 
 
 

  

 
 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/getting-involved/special-interest-groups/plants-soils-ecosystems/
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://twitter.com/BESPlantSoilEco
https://www.facebook.com/BESPlantsSoilsEcosystems?fref=ts
mailto:%20franciska.devries@gmail.com
mailto:s.pierce11@imperial.ac.uk
http://www.relenaribbons.weebly.com/
http://www.michaelvannuland.com/
mailto:vannuland.mike@gmail.com?subject=PSE%20Bulletin%20Item
mailto:rribbons@gmail.com?subject=PSE%20Bulletin%20Item

